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INTRODUCTION
This study deals with alcohol (it can be applied to drugs also). It is an important subject.  Fully 50% of all traffic‑related deaths involve alcohol.  Marriages and families are destroyed by alcohol abuse.  God says drunkards will have no place in the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9‑11).  But there is hope, and God has an answer.  But we first need to face that we have a problem if we use alcohol.

THE CHEMISTRY OF ALCOHOL
The alcohol in beer, wine, and liquor is ethyl alcohol, or ethanol.  It has the chemical formula C2H50H.  It is the result of a fermentation process (decomposition, or rotting, using bacterial cultures such as yeast in the absence of air) that turns carbohydrates such as sugar or starch into a mixture of ethanol and carbon dioxide. Ethanol does not occur naturally per se, it is the result of a mix of two substances.

The atoms in the alcohol molecule are not "bad."  Atoms are atoms.  It's what the substance does to you that is bad.  God has your best interest in mind, that is why his book (the Bible) has repeated warnings against it.  But you still have your own free will to do what you want.  But as a Christian, you should desire to do or not do what God wants.

WHAT ABOUT WHEN JESUS TURNED THE WATER TO WINE? (John 2:1‑11)
This question assumes that the wine was alcoholic.  There is ample evidence that this wine in John chapter two was NOT alcoholic.  The "pure blood of the grape" (Deuteronomy 32:14) is, in and of itself, not only harmless but sweet and healthful.  It is common for the Bible to use the word "wine" in the context of either alcoholic or non‑alcoholic drink.  When Jesus established the Lord's Supper he used the phrase "fruit of the vine," instead of "wine," lest he be misunderstood.

As we'll see later, the use of alcoholic wine is repeatedly condemned, both in the Old and New Testaments.  The Bible does not contradict itself.  The wine Jesus made was new wine, freshly created!  It was not the old, decayed wine, as it would have to be if it were intoxicating.  The energy‑giving sugars of the new wine Jesus created make much more sense than the life‑taking disintegrative alcoholic wine.  (Parts of this section were paraphrased from The Bible Has The Answers by Dr. Henry Morris, 1971).

WHAT ABOUT WHEN PAUL TOLD TIMOTHY TO TAKE WINE FOR HIS STOMACH'S SAKE?
In 1 Timothy 5:23 the Apostle Paul told Timothy, "Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities."  Ethanol (if that is what was meant here by "wine") is used in medicine today.  The cold and flu medicine "Nyquil" is 25% ethanol.

When used for MEDICINE ethanol has a place.  No one needs this medicine every day (particularly in six‑packs!) though.  The point is not that this chemical can be used for medical purposes, but should not be used for drinking.  To get "high," we, as Christians, should "...be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit" (Ephesians 5:18).

SCRIPTURAL ADMONITIONS & EXAMPLES AGAINST THE USE OF ALCOHOL TO DRINK
This list will take a while to look up and read.  Nevertheless, if you have a question on what the Bible has to say about the use of alcohol for drinking, you owe it to yourself to take the time to review these references.

From the Old Testament:


Leviticus 10:9‑10



Numbers 6:2‑4



Deuteronomy 21:20, 21; 29:6



Judges 13:4, 13‑14



1 Samuel 1:14



1 Kings 16:8‑10



Proverbs 20:1; 21:17; 23:20, 29‑35; 31:4‑7



Isaiah 5:11-12, 22; 19:14; 24:9‑11; 28:1, 3, 7, 8



Ezekiel 23:33; 44:21



Daniel 1:5, 8



Hosea 7:5, 14; 2:15



Nahum 1:10

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.  Proverbs 20:1

From the New Testament:


Matthew 24:49



Luke 1:15; 21:34‑36



Romans 13:13; 14:21



1 Corinthians 6:9, 10



Galatians 5:19‑21



Ephesians 5:18



1 Thessalonians 5:6‑8



Titus 1:7‑8

But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation.  1 Thessalonians 5:8

CLOSING REMARKS
Rather than trying to find out how we can justify drinking by what the Bible (supposedly) says, let's just accept the fact that the Bible warns against it, AND THAT IT DOES SO FOR A GOOD REASON.  One does not have to look far to see the damaging effects of alcohol in American society, or any society for that matter.  No one sets out to be an alcoholic, but there are millions of them in America.

Christians who still drink must face the fact that it is sin and repent and ask God's help to keep them from returning to the bottle.  Christians who don't drink must not look down their spiritual noses at the brother who does, but encourage and pray with and for him so that he can overcome the need to drink.  God's people can live without drinking alcohol.  God loves you and cares for you.  He'll help.  That's why He sent Jesus to die for you.

PAGE  
1

