The Power of Agreement
Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072
One of the many principles in the scriptures is the principle of agreement. This principle, if understood, recognized, and embraced, can give anyone – person, family, church, business, organization – power and advantage to do the extraordinary, overcome problems, and advance the God-honoring plans He has for them. On the flip side, going counter to this principle snatches defeat from the jaws of victory, brings unexpected confusion and disarray, and thwarts the plans of The Almighty in our lives and endeavors. Let’s look at this principle applied by the early leaders of the Christian church.

Acts 15:35-41 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the LORD, and see how they do. 37 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark. 38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

The leaders of the early church knew the scriptures. They were not novices in the Word of God, nor in the proper interpretation of the Word of the Lord. Paul himself was a man trained in the scriptures. Anyone who desired to be in leadership had to be thus as well. Recall in Acts 6:1-6 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
So even the busboys and table-waiters, if they were to have a position of leadership in the church community, had to be men of faith, full of the Holy Ghost, and committed to the scriptures. Read Stephen’s sermon, given while he was on trial, in the next chapter. He explained, starting in Genesis and moving into Exodus, then into Samuel, Chronicles, Kings, the Psalms, and the Prophets, how Jesus was the Christ and the one promised by God the Father. Not bad for a man who cleaned tables while the apostles gave themselves to the ministry of the Word and prayer. But this was the standard, the standard of excellence. The standard of men wholly sold out to the cause of Christ and the ministry of the Word, equipping the saints, spreading the gospel, establishing churches.
Now Paul and Barnabas knew the scriptures. They knew that it was written in Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? The Principle of Agreement is powerful. Remember the words of Christ the Lord in Matthew 18:18-20 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. Jesus taught on the principle of agreement, and the awesome power it has. For those who are gathered together in Jesus name, asking of the Father, indwelt by the Holy Ghost, and in agreement, well, it shall be done for them!
So here we have Paul and Barnabas, two apostles. Two leaders at the highest level. Two men entirely committed to the work of the gospel, to the evangelizing of Jerusalem, Judea, and the uttermost parts of the earth. And they had a track record of success together doing just that! Note Acts 13:42-44 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. Preaching together. Teaching together. Building the kingdom of Heaven together. God was with them. They were in agreement and doing the will of God. Paul and Barnabas had a lot of success. But in Acts 15 they had a disagreement.
The disagreement wasn’t sin, it wasn’t stubbornness, it wasn’t rebellion, it was, plain and simply, a disagreement. Barnabas was an “encourager.” He believed in others and saw the value in others. Paul was ministry-focused, he was direct and intense. He had to be. That’s how God wired him. God also wired Barnabas. And the two men’s dispositions in this instance clashed. Paul remembered how John Mark left them on the mission field earlier. The last verse in Acts 12 reads, 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark. We then read in Acts 13:13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. Paul remembered this, he remembered that John Mark had left the mission field to return home to Jerusalem. Paul didn’t want a repeat performance and said “no” to Barnabas when Barnabas wanted to take John Mark on this new trip. The scriptures say again in Acts 15:39a And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other…
The contention was so sharp between them…Is this even legitimate? Can’t two Christian men work this out? What about submission? Well, both men were apostles, neither one was “the boss.” Their difference of viewpoint was entirely legitimate. Paul wanted to get the work of the ministry done and didn’t want the distraction of John Mark maybe getting homesick again. Barnabas knew the value of training up younger men and saw the work of the ministry being advanced by including John Mark, so that one day he could be the leader of a missionary work. Paul and Barnabas disagreed. Both are strong-willed men, in submission to the Holy Ghost, and understanding of the scriptures. So what do you do now? They did what the scriptures record, Acts 15:39b-41 …and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.
Paul and Barnabas understood the Power of Agreement. They had a legitimate disagreement, so rather than traveling together they split up, Paul taking Silas, and Barnabas taking John Mark. Both men succeeded. Both ministries succeeded. Whether it was Paul and Barnabas traveling and ministering earlier, or Paul and Silas, and Barnabas and John Mark ministering later, ministry prospered in part because the individual teams were in agreement. There is power in agreement. Read of Barnabas in 1 Corinthians and Galatians, God was with him. Read of Paul, the author of much of the New Testament, God was with him too. Read of John Mark, who wrote the Gospel of Mark, and whom later in the scriptures was a mature man of God, whom Paul called for in 2 Timothy 4:11b … Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry. Mark was profitable because, in no small measure, Barnabas invested in him. 
Let us consider how the negative side of agreement works. In Acts 5 a husband and wife team agreed to lie to the apostles. They agreed – but, in order to do evil. Both perished. Today many families break up because the family is not in agreement. The husband squanders money. The wife uses intimacy or the lack thereof as a weapon, or disrespects the husband, and doesn’t honor him, all contrary to the scriptures, to what is right, to what is the will of God. This is disunity, disagreement, and the results are well documented. Companies and organizations that have good products and services go out of business because of internal disunity and disagreement, where sin and selfishness rear their heads. When the principle of agreement is ignored, it is to our peril. When it is used properly, the sky is the limit. Decide to be the best you can, be in biblical agreement all your days.
Beloved the Trinity of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are in complete unity and agreement. There is no variance, no jealousy, no cross-purposes, no hidden agenda, no strife – just pure unity. 1 John 5:8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. This refers to the Trinity of God. Agreement. This shakes hell, as we read in James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. Hell is moved when believers are in agreement. One God, Father, Son, Holy Ghost – One God, revealed in three persons, persons in complete agreement. Remember Jesus said we could bind things in heaven and earth? We can do this when we are in agreement, with one another and with God. It is worth saying that this is a reason behind different Christian denominations. They are all agreed on major doctrine, but are free to minister and worship in a manner consistent with their vision and emphasis. It’s right and proper to be in agreement. Very right and proper – and biblical. Paul and Barnabas did it, para-church ministries do it, and church denominations do it. There is Holy Ghost power in agreement.
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