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One of the greatest weaknesses in the Christian Church is an utter lack of accountability. There is an attitude in the world that “no one can tell me what to do” and this sinister, destructive attitude has found its way into Christian thinking. Pastors jump from church to church, persons in the church jump from church to church; persons in ministry come and go on a whim. The divorce rate in the Christian church is virtually identical to the world. Bankruptcy is as common in the Christian Church as it is in the world. Unchristian behavior is given a pass because no one wants to deal with it. But this is not proper, and being accountable has manifold advantages. Let’s learn some of the principles of accountability from the story of King David and Nathan the Prophet from 2 Samuel 12. In 2 Samuel 11 David has committed adultery with another man’s wife, and has had her husband killed. God was not going to give David a pass. Let us consider this passage and reveal some reasons to commit to personal accountability.
2 Samuel 12:1-14  And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 8 And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 

Be Accountable Because God Sees Everything.

1. And the LORD sent Nathan unto David.

One very good reason to be accountable to others is that God sees all things and there is no pass given to the Christian. Get used to the fact that you can run but you cannot hide. Get used to the fact that God will chastise his children. Get used to the fact that God loves you and has an interest in you and if you won’t correct yourself he’ll send someone who will. Would it not have been better if David had behaved himself in the first place? Had David been accountable to his Generals, he’d have been on the battlefield rather than pacing his roof at night, which led to seeing Bathsheba, which led to the first sin, which led to the second, and the third… Do what is right all the time! Be where you’re supposed to be, do your duty, be it at work, in the church, or in the home.
Be Accountable Because You Cannot Outsmart God.

5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD 
liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 6 And he shall restore the lamb 
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.
No matter how smart you think you are, you cannot outsmart God. Notice how King David falls right into the trap. He indicts himself! He pronounces the punishment himself! Whenever you think that you have to do the thinking for God because you know better, well, think again. Be it economic decisions, employment decisions, relationship decisions, if you are accountable to others, and counsel with others, and take their collective advice, you will succeed and prosper. If you go it alone, your blind spots can lead you to making bad decisions. Be accountable to God and others and the work of the kingdom and watch how easy it is to succeed and how much you will enjoy the journey.
We Already Have it All, Stay Accountable and Enjoy It.
7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 8 And I gave thee thy master's house, 
and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if 
that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 
9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight?
Why did David do this? What was he thinking? What a mess! God said David despised God’s commandments! David had it all – family, a kingship, relationship with God, respect of respectable persons, wealth, education, accomplishments, favor! But he lost track of that. Regularly we take communion to remember the Lord’s death. We remember to be grateful. We remember what was done in part so that when we have the opportunity to do the wrong thing, we’ve got understanding and reasons to NOT do the wrong thing. Being accountable to the local church brings blessing – being an independent means you miss out on so much the Father has for us and has given to us.
Sin Has A Price- Be Accountable To God And Others To Avoid This Misery.
10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me,

Interesting. There is forgiveness, but there are still consequences. A deception in the Christian church is the attitude that I can sin freely, and that grace will abound so I get away with it. No one in the history of the world has ever gotten away with sin. Why do you think you can? When you are accountable to pastors, brothers, mentors, coaches, etc., you are in the best position to do what’s right and sidestep the misery of bad decisions. If you’re accountable to others you can keep winning!
Be Accountable or Your Behavior Will Be Exposed
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.
Here’s a fine reason to behave right, do right, and live right. How would you like to have your bad decisions paraded before everyone? Embarrassed? Ashamed? Regrets? Condemnation? Blown Testimony? Doesn’t sound like much fun to me. Note the acronym “VIPER.” When considering an action: V=Values (does this behavior add value to my family and society); I=Integrity (is this behavior congruent with what I stand for); P=Public (if my behavior was made public, would I be pleased); E=Edification (does this behavior build me and others up); R=Repeatable (can I persist in this behavior and prosper). Any “No’s” in this list of five issues means you want to avoid it. How many “No’s” did David have in the VIPER model? Go ahead and keep viewing pornography, and see how your family reacts when it is made manifest (and it will be). Go ahead and cheat on your taxes, and see how your testimony will be shot and no one will trust you anymore. Go ahead, behave like you can get away with it under the deception that mumbling a prayer of forgiveness will clear the issue. Dream on.

The principle of accountability is that when you commit to living right, behaving right, working hard, and doing what you say you’ll do, life becomes much easier and much more enjoyable. Further, when you submit yourself to the input and counsel of persons who are mature and accomplished, then you can have the advantage of their wisdom and guidance (if you follow it) to further be able to do the right thing, especially in areas new to you. 
David had a friend in God and Nathan. God sent Nathan to correct David. Thank God! Had David been accountable early on, this wouldn’t have had to happen. How much more miserable David would have been living an incongruous, sinful life for the rest of his life, but he made his choice. Do you have a friend or friends to whom you are accountable? If not, find some. Being accountable to God and to men is liberating, refreshing, and joyous; you can avoid needless train wrecks and setbacks. You can be the head and not the tail. Accountability – it’s God’s way of helping you to make it all the way as a Christian.
One last thought. Many people think that they are accountable, but really are not. They think accountability is telling someone what they’re going to do or already did. Accountability is discussing it with persons before the action is taken, not after, and then when an action is agreed upon, you follow through and do it. David admitted his sin, and well he should. The lying and cover-up was exposed and David had enough of it. How about you? Are you REALLY accountable? Or do you just think you are? If you are accountable, how can you prove it? I challenge you to write a paper on accountably. Mail it to me at Prisoners For Christ. I’ll be accountable to read it…
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