SECRETS TO THE ABUNDANT LIFE
Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

Jesus spoke of the abundant life in John 10:10 when he said, "...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."  But there are secrets to this life.  Secrets that if Christians would only learn and recognize, they would more readily experience this abundant life.  The following four secrets are taken from the first chapter of the book of Daniel.  Daniel lived nearly his entire life in captivity, but he lived an abundant life. Let's see how.

1. DON'T QUIT WHEN THINGS DON'T GO YOUR WAY
Daniel 1:1‑4 "In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it....And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; children in whom was no blemish, but well‑favored, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans."
The first secret is to believe what the Bible says in Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose."  Daniel had everything to look forward to as a young man, but Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came and took over Daniel's people, and carried Daniel away as a captive.  But Daniel didn't live his life looking back at how things could have been, he started looking ahead at what God was going to do in this situation.  Many Christians miss the blessing of the abundant life because something comes into their lives that they don't understand, or don't like, and they give up on God.  In this world there will be struggle; and when struggle comes, don't give up.  Daniel lost his family, his future as a member of a royal family in Jerusalem, and a chance for a good education.  But he didn't lose God.  Secret number one: Don't give up.
2. PURPOSE TO DO GOD'S WILL
Daniel 1:5‑8 "And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.  Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah .... But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself." 

Daniel didn't want to eat the king's meat or drink his wine.  Typically prisoners don't make the rules, they follow them.  But Daniel requested that he eat other foods, and not what the king appointed.  Doing God's will is not always easy, and sometimes it's quite risky because of what the earthly consequences may be.  But a Christian will never live an abundant life if he only does God's will SOME of the time.  To have the abiding blessing of Christ, we must be walking in his will ALWAYS.  Christians may not be perfect, but we can do the things we know to be right.  Daniel knew from Jewish law that he couldn't eat and drink as the Babylonians wanted, so he didn't.  Learn to serve God when it's easy, because it will help you when it's hard.  Secret number two: Decide to do God's will always.
3. YOU DO YOUR PART, GOD WILL DO HIS
Daniel 1:9‑16 "Now God had brought Daniel into favor and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.  And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.  Then Daniel said to Melzar...prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let our countenances (appearances) be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.  So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days.  And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat.  Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse (beans)."
Clearly Daniel knew that his request could put the eunuch in jeopardy.  But he also knew that he couldn't eat the king's meat or drink the wine.  Rather than rationalizing in his own mind that he had no choice but to eat as ordered, he went ahead and DID ALL HE COULD IN THE SITUATION, THEN LOOKED TO GOD TO MAKE UP THE DIFFERENCE.  Notice how verse eight says DANIEL purposed in his heart not to defile himself, then, in verse nine GOD put Daniel in favor with the eunuch.  James 1:22 says, "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves."  Daniel DID something, based on the law of God.  James also says, "Faith without works is dead."  If you want to be a radiant Christian, living the abundant life Jesus spoke of, then BE A DOER OF THE WORD, AND NOT JUST A HEARER.  This is a secret many Christians never learn.  The kingdom of God is based on action, not simply head knowledge and good intentions.  Get active, get busy, get blessed!  Secret number three: you be faithful, God will be faithful.
4. UNLIMITED POTENTIAL
Daniel 1:17‑21 "As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.  Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar and the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.  And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.  And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus."

According to historians, Daniel was taken into captivity in his late teens or early twenties. He lived his entire life from that time forward in captivity, and Daniel lived to almost 100 years old.  So Daniel was in captivity for 80 years.  Yet what a life he had!  There is a saying that goes like this: "Sin makes a pauper out of a prince, but grace makes a prince out of a pauper."  What is your situation?  Do you figure that God can bless and use others, but not you?  The fourth secret to the abundant life is knowing that God can use anybody, at any time, for any purpose, under any circumstance. 

Daniel was in prison for 80 years, but was greatly used of God, and knew and experienced God's abiding presence.  The Apostle Paul lived most of his life in a jail, but was used of God to write two‑thirds of the New Testament.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:7, "Ask, and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you."  Wherever you are, whatever you've done, God can use you, too.  In Christ you have unlimited potential.
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