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This lesson is not written to argue for pro-life or against pro-choice.  As a Christian, I have opinions on the issue of abortion.  I am opposed to abortion as a means of birth control, as a means of convenience for persons who, through their own sin have conceived a child and now wish to dispense with their responsibilities.  In many areas the scriptures speak of the unborn, but in other areas they do not.  Following are some scriptures with some brief commentary.

Proverbs 6:16-19  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

Unborn children can certainly be considered innocent blood.  Their shed blood would be, therefore, an abomination before God Almighty.  Then there is the issue of whether or not the unborn child is a person.  On January 22, 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the landmark Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton decision that unborn human beings are not legal persons according to the U.S. Constitution.  An unborn baby is the property of the owner (mother) and she can have the child killed at her request, even up to the time of birth if her doctor agrees.  But is the unborn child a person?  Consider these scriptures:

Isaiah 49:1-3  Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. 2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; 3 And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

Jeremiah 1:5  Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

Luke 1:15  For he (John the Baptist) shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

It is not stretching anything to say that, according to the scriptures, an unborn child is a person.  Thomas Jefferson stated that "The care of human life and not its destruction ... is the first and only legitimate object of good government."  Thus we ask when is a person a person?  Is it at conception?  Is it sometime afterward?  Let us consider more scriptures:

Exodus 20:13  Thou shalt not kill.
This fifth of the ten commandments means that premeditated killing (murder) is strictly forbidden.  When a person considers the abortion option, and then goes through with it, it is, in my view, premeditated murder.  But what if the abortion was not premeditated?  Is it murder then?  Let us consider the following passage:

Exodus 21:20-25  And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be surely punished. 21 Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or two, he shall not be punished: for he is his money. 22 If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit (unborn child) depart from her (miscarriage-- aborted), and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 23 And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

Here if a person is killed, he shall be punished.  But if a woman is injured and as a result loses her unborn child, there is no severe penalty.  Here, it looks clear that God does not consider accidental abortion murder.  If that is so, then abortion is not always murder.  Notice that the abortion was not premeditated.  This is not the case for so many abortions being carried out in the United States and around the world!  They are premeditated.

Psalms 127:3-5  Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

Clearly this passage refers to the family unit.  When children come, they are a blessing, and a direct gift from God.  Yet what about the children conceived after rape or incest?  Is there happiness then?  Let us consider the following verse:

Deuteronomy 22:25  But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall die.

Rape is a reality.  It is a sin worthy of capital punishment in the eyes of God.  If that is so, then is God pleased that the fruit of this heinous sin be borne by the woman?  The late Dr. Walter Martin, founder of the Christian Research Institute, in his book Abortion, Is It Always Murder? writes concerning this situation:

"It is true that the innocent sometimes suffer for the deeds of the guilty, but if the situation can be rectified, and if a womb can be cleansed quickly and effectively within a four- to six-week period, the excision of tissue which does not yet have a functioning brain can hardly be designated murder.  The same is true of a child who is attacked by her father and conceives.  In the light of the character of the Creator and His attitude toward rape, should she bring forth her father's child?  Is this acceptable to the Creator?  I appeal again to the character of God.  Is this His nature?  Not as I read the Old and New Testaments."

Dr. Martin makes a case for abortion in the case of rape and incest based on the character of God.  Clearly the day before a baby is born it is a person, but is it so all the way back to conception?  Many good people have differing opinions on this question.  At issue here is the sin of rape and the fruit it produces, and if that seed can be removed immediately.  Dr. Martin is a strong opponent of abortion, but to him from the scriptures there is grounds for speedy abortion in the case of rape or incest.

Let me conclude by saying that I used to be pro-choice.  The arguments for the rights of women made sense to me.  Even after becoming a Christian I didn't immediately change my view.  But after maturing as a Christian, and after placing more emphasis on what God says rather than what I or others think I have come to hold the opinion that abortion is wrong.  Further, I see Dr. Martin's point concerning abortion in the case of rape, incest, or if the mother is at risk to die.  In these specific cases, I would support the choice of abortion for the abused woman.  Yet this woman (or adolescent) certainly could carry the child if God gave her the grace.  Not all Christians share the view of Dr. Martin, but I do, for the reasons given in this lesson.  One last note on rights.  People today are demanding their rights.  For the Christian, we do not choose for ourselves, rather we are God's.  First Corinthians 6:20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.  For the Christian, which is who this lesson is directed, our duty is to do God's will, and not our own.  We may think abortion is OK and that it is our choice, but God doesn't say so. Christians should want to obey God and do His will. Is abortion always murder? No. Is it murder to set up clinics where unwed, sexually active by choice moms can come to have their babies aborted? Yes. The law of the land is not necessarily the law of God. Men's bad laws, not God's righteous laws, need to be changed.
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