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It’s one thing to know what things are abominations to the Almighty; it’s another thing to know why they are abominations. Before that though, let’s be clear on what we mean by “abomination.” Here are some definitions: (1) a person who is loathsome or disgusting, (2) abhorrence; hate coupled with disgust, and (3) an action that is vicious or vile; an action that arouses disgust or abhorrence. Now, if that’s what is meant by an “abomination,” then we’d do well in the Christian community to ensure that neither we nor our actions are an abomination to the Lord. God is longsuffering, and his wrath is not easily kindled or sustained, and He is quick to forgive through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let’s not abuse that. Let us understand what constitutes biblical abominations, and, more importantly, understand why they are abominations.
Proverbs 3:32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. “Froward” means to be habitually disposed to disobedience and opposition. It’s an abomination because disobedience can’t be built on, and God is a builder – a builder of lives, hopes, dreams. God sent Christ Jesus to die for the sin of the world because of the sinfulness and disobedience of man. The theme of the Scriptures is God restoring the relationship between Himself (holy) and man (sinful). The work of the Cross has been done, and now, to persist in disobedience is doubly-bad; it’s an abomination. The devil is a loser, and a deceiver. He is the author of disobedience. He is the rebel, the one who promotes opposition to God and to all things good and decent. The Bible says in Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Being froward is entirely opposite to the character and wisdom of God, the Righteous know this secret.
Proverbs 6:16-19 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. Let’s take these one at a time: 
· A proud look. The Bible says in James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Throughout Old and New Testaments the scriptures are replete with warnings about pride. Pride is so anti-God it virtually has no equal. The Trinity is the reality to us that within the Godhead there is perfect love, perfect harmony, perfect unity. There is no politics, posturing, or positioning in the Godhead. There is no pride in the Godhead. There shouldn’t be with us either. Proverbs 16:5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.
· A lying tongue. This is an abomination. The gospel record tells us in John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Truth is a core attribute of God. To be a liar is to reject the fact that there is truth in the world, and further that Jesus is the Truth. If we have no regard for the truth, we are an abomination. Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight. God is truth, and truth in us is His delight.
· Hands that shed innocent blood. God is a great defender of the poor, the infirm, the weak, and the innocent. When pharaoh killed the baby boys because of the deliverer (Moses), and when Herod killed the baby boys because of the birth of the king (Jesus), there was incomprehensible suffering and anguish. Innocent blood was shed. Hell was turned loose. God is the giver of life, Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. God is the creator, death and life are His purview. Death is the last enemy. Christ has overcome death and the grave, but it’s still an enemy. Shedding innocent blood is an abomination because people are created in God’s image, and all souls are His. Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. Ezekiel 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine…
· A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. God’s way is described in Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Paul the apostle wrote this under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost because God is true, God is honest, God is just, God is pure, God is lovely and is virtuous and praiseworthy. The Christian should reflect the heart and person of God Almighty, and be conformed into the image of Christ, and not devising wicked imaginations. 
· Feet that be swift in running to mischief. Recall what the prophet Micah said regarding the people of his day, the powerful and the judicial system, and its corruptness, wherein men could do evil to others under their positions in Micah 7:2-3 The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. 3 That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up. This is not God’s way. Running to mischief, in a premeditated manner, with headlong intention, is an indicator of a darkened heart, corruption, and evil. God’s delight is when His people, with a changed heart, and in obedience to Christ the Lord, run to do good! Recall when the Holy Spirit spoke to Phillip the Evangelist to minister to a foreigner in a chariot in Acts 8: 29-30 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? God delights in using His people to do His will, to guide them and to lead them. Running into mischief shows no leading of the Lord, no concern for the will of God, and has it’s roots in iniquity. It is an abomination.
· A false witness that speaketh lies. Jesus said to the religious leaders in John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. Concerning God, consider Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?  It is consistent in the Bible that God tells the truth, and the devil is a liar. Lying is an abomination. It is despised behavior and should not be a practice of the Christian, ever!
· He that soweth discord among the brethren. Within the Holy Trinity there is perfect agreement, perfect unity. People can have legitimate disagreement for any number of honest reasons. But to intentionally go behind someone’s back to sow discord and engender disharmony is evil and perverse. It has its roots in any number of reasons – insecurity, pride, perversion, immaturity, ignorance – none of which are unto edification. Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! To intentionally seek to disrupt unity among the brethren is to inject confusion into the situation. In wartime it would be considered treason and sabotage, and is entirely dishonorable. Such behavior is a cancer, thus it is an abomination.
Proverbs 17:15 He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord. By now you understand that behavior that is contrary to the character of God is an abomination. Justifying wicked behavior, giving it a pass, turning a blind eye toward it, rationalizing it, all of this is unethical and dishonorable. Condemning the just, the innocent, the weak, even in a court of law when lawyers know better but pursue an evil course, is an abomination to God. Recall what was written above from Malachi 7. 

Proverbs 20:10 Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the Lord. Proverbs 20:23 Divers weights are an abomination unto the Lord; and a false balance is not good. One of the Ten Commandments says, thou shalt not steal. Stealing is wrong, always. Cheating someone is inconsistent with God’s character. To cheat and steal shows no faith in God’s provision and has at its root the love of money, which indeed is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). The Christian is to believe that God will provide for them and act accordingly, not acting in a manner that is an abomination to the Lord.

Proverbs 21:27 The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind? The spirit of religiosity is one where the idea of sacrifice and vain effort, the work of man, would somehow be pleasing to a higher power. But the King of Glory is not interested in form and ritual, rather, it’s the intents and thoughts of the heart that are at issue, and a regenerated heart is the goal. Works to gain God’s favor are an abomination, consider Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. Our righteousness is to be in Christ, and not of our own selves.
Proverbs 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. Vain prayers come from those who choose to ignore God’s way and set up their own standards. This is an abomination before the Lord of Glory. The Standard is Jesus Christ, period. When we ignore the scriptures and their precepts and, through pride and the influence of the world’s system, make our own rules, we shut out the voice of the Holy Spirit. We will die in our sins, even if we pray two hours a day for fifty years!

Luke 16:14-15 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him. 15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.  What things were esteemed among men? Well, riches, pomp, power, pride, independence are a few. We live in the material world, but we are spiritual creatures. To live for Christ is to take on His mantle. To take on His character and His attributes is what we want to do, for this is God’s will. We too can attempt to justify ourselves before men, but God does indeed know our hearts. Beware the leaven of the Pharisees, beloved! Draw near unto God and stay there! Do things God’s way and not your own way. Let God have his way in your life. Succeed and prosper in all areas of your life, and do so with a heart of peace and purpose.
The term “abomination” occurs over 140 times in the Bible, most of which are in the Old Testament. In the Old Testament God’s people had a hard go of it, they didn’t have the Holy Spirit dwelling within them. They didn’t have the New Testament teachings, the understanding, the unveiling of the Mystery of the Kingdom - that God dwells with men and sins can be forgiven through Christ Jesus. If we choose to behave like the unredeemed, then we can apply all of the consequences of abominable behavior to ourselves, and that would be a real shame. 
The clear instruction from the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) calls for behavior consistent with the will of God. The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5) describes the character of Christ, and is our example. When our spirit is made alive by receiving Christ as savior for the forgiveness of sins, when the Holy Spirit dwells within us, and further, when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2), then we can overcome the sin nature (Romans 6). Then we are enabled to do those things which are right and pleasing in the sight of God. We no longer have to live in our sin without power or struggle in confusion for a lifetime. We can avoid the various abominations that are second-nature to the unregenerate and which bring the Christian under bondage. We want to live in victory. Jesus said in John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

So what will it be? Abomination or Abundance? Because of Jesus Christ we can live the Abundant Life. Amen!
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