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Welcome  
On behalf of the immediate family, especially Vicki’s mom Billie and father Dick, and her sisters Betty, Judy, Shirley and Heidi and brothers Tom, Mark and Tony, and of Vicki’s own daughters Erica and Kelly, I thank you for your presence here today. Although it is a cold and wet time of the year in Seattle, it is a bright day in the kingdom of God! In a few minutes we will invite you to share a remembrance, a reflection, a humorous story, concerning Vicki. Recall an experience you had together. We’re all family and friends, you won’t be saying anything we probably don’t already know, our family is not known for shyness and quietness! But if you believe that what you have to say would be a blessing to the hearer and to you, then at the time appropriate please come forward her and share an event for a minute or two. You’ll be glad you did, and we will too.
Opening Prayer  
Father, today we gather to remember our sister Vicki, and to comfort one another. Let your good hand be on us Lord God in this time of our loss. Our faith is in you, O Lord, who through your great love and kindness has made all things new to those in Christ. The Lord Jesus has defeated death by his death and resurrection. We rejoice in the scriptures that though there is a weakness of our mortal bodies, there is also the power of God, as it is written For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:53-54). We are further blessed that for our sister Vicki the Word of God again brings us comfort wherein we read And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away (Revelation 21:4). 
 [Join me as we say the Lords’ prayer together.]

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

[From Matthew 6 and Luke 11]

Reading of the Eulogy   
My Remembrance  
For years on Mother’s Day I’d send my mom to California to see Vicki. It was a real highlight for mom, for she was very close to Vicki, and had been for years and years. It blessed me to see mom heading out, usually in September, to see Vicki and then come back with all sorts of craft projects completed. She said they’d stay up late and talk and talk and they both really enjoyed that.  

The Good Book has much to say about the family, about dad and mom and children. Vicki lived 59 years, and though it is not the norm for the child to precede the parents in death, we know that Vicki had the blessing of family, she had family with her in life and during her illness. Vicki was also blessed with two daughters and a grandson, with whom and in whom she took great delight. If there is any blessing in a terminal illness it is that the infirm and the family and friends have an opportunity to share stories, thoughts, tears, hopes, blessings, and can make peace wherever it needs to be made with whomever it needs to be made. 
Family and Friends Remembrance 
At this time the family would like to present the opportunity for you to share a thought about Vicki. We’re all nervous and heavy of heart, but you share anyway! After a few have shared we’ll enjoy a slide show with a favorite song, then we’ll have an opportunity for some more sharing.
[The following scriptures will be used if there is a gap between people coming forward. A quick Bible reading may encourage some to come forward who are desiring to but can’t for some reason.]

John 11:23-27  Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother [Lazarus] shall rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.
1 John 5:11-13  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 
1 Peter 2:21-23  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.
2 Corinthians 5:5-8   Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

John 14:1-3  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
Slide Show

Special Song 
The Dance
Garth Brooks

Looking back on the memory of
The dance we shared 'neath the stars above
For a moment all the world was right
How could I have known that you'd ever say goodbye

And now I'm glad I didn't know
The way it all would end the way it all would go
Our lives are better left to chance I could have missed the pain
But I'd have had to miss the dance

Holding you I held everything
For a moment wasn't I a king
But if I'd only known how the king would fall
Hey who's to say you know I might have changed it all

And now I'm glad I didn't know
The way it all would end the way it all would go
Our lives are better left to chance I could have missed the pain
But I'd have had to miss the dance

Yes my life is better left to chance
I could have missed the pain but I'd have had to miss the dance
Special Song  
This song was a bedtime favorite of Vicki’s mom Billie. Billie used to sing this song to Vicki when Vicki was a little girl.
Fourteen Angels
When at night I go to sleep
Fourteen angels watch do keep,
Two my head are guarding,
Two my feet are guiding,
Two are on my right hand,
Two are on my left hand,
Two who warmly cover,
Two who o'er me hover,
Two to whom is given 

to guide my steps to Heaven

Message  
One of the great mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven is how a holy and perfect God can fellowship with sinful man. A favorite passage of Vicki’s, first taught to her by her mother, and reinforced through her Catholic Church upbringing, is the most beloved of all Psalms, Psalm 23. Let me read this to you and share a short message from this passage.
Psalms 23  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  

This beloved Psalm has been a particular comfort to many because it gives such a wonderful picture of the Father heart of God, his protection, his provision, his tenderness. Let us journey through this most wonderful of the Psalms…

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want

David was the greatest king Israel ever had, and he began as a shepherd boy, tending the sheep. David knew humble origins, and had a heart after God’s own heart. He was, in his day, the most powerful man on earth, yet he still came under the lordship of God his creator, and in this submission David declared that this was all he needed or wanted. Vicki was entirely at ease with the Christian message, and knew Christ as Lord and Savior.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

What picture do we see in our mind’s eye here? Green pastures – well watered, growing, life! The still waters – calm, peaceful, restful. God is not a driver, he’s a leader, and we are to follow. The great God and Savior Jesus Christ making a way for us, that we can have direct fellowship with God. It is this tender but strong arm of the Lord that leads us even through an illness such as Vicki had all the way home to Heaven, where there is peace forevermore.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

For all of us, our souls need to be restored. The reality is that sin has separated us from God, but Christ Jesus made the way for us to be made righteous, because he was righteous. Sometimes the physical demands on us in a busy society take their toll, yet let us allow the Master to restore our soul by his abiding presence in our lives. King David committed an egregious sin in his adult life, but he humbled himself before God and he experienced the mercy of God. All of us have done things we wished we hadn’t, and cousin Vicki was no exception. Yet her soul was restored, restored to fellowship with God.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Any religion or faith system works when you have money in your pockets, food in your stomach, a roof over your head, good health, and friends all about you. But what about when you are going through the valley of the shadow of death? In the hard times, in the time of heartache, heartbreak, discouragement, depression, and even defeat, can we still fear no evil? Indeed we can, for Christ will never leave us nor forsake us. And the shadow of death? Well, Vicki had family with her at the very end of her life on this earth. Vicki wasn’t panicked or fretful, but in reality had the assurance of Heaven that comes when the rod and staff of the Lord comforts us.


Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

In Christ there is satisfaction. There is provision, both in the natural and in the hereafter. He is altogether lovely, and he cares for us. He cares for the widow, the orphan, the poor, the prisoner, the sick, the lonely. He faced enemies, he faced mortal enemies, he faced devils, he faced death. He is the balm in Gilead, as written by the prophet Jeremiah – he is the one who anoints, blesses, and comforts. Is it any wonder Vicki was indeed at peace in the midst of suffering.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

This is the lot of the Christian. To be on the receiving end of goodness and mercy. We agreed with this earlier when we together prayed the Lord’s Prayer – thy kingdom come, thy will be done. And then on that day, that day when God shall call to himself the child of God, we say “yes” and “amen.” For the righteous God, the God who has made a way where there was no way, has provided for us to be with him throughout all ages. Later in the Psalms we read Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints (Psalms 116:15). God has made a way! Let us be confident that Vicki is well and safe today!

Closing Prayer  
Father, our sister Vicki is gone from us but not from you. Let there be a reunion in Heaven Lord Jesus. Father, I thank you for the great hope of Heaven, and for your provision in Christ Jesus, that all those who call upon his name will be saved. Let your grace be upon these gathered here today, and those family and friends not here in body but here in thought. We are content to leave the matter in your gracious hands. Be a salve to our broken hearts, yet remind us of our many blessings.

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21).
____________________
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The family invites you to enjoy some refreshments, to visit amongst one another, to view the picture collage and the slide show, to sign the guest book, and to have a happy countenance, as Vicki would surely have wanted you to!
Arrangements
· Billie Meinhardt, hostess (mother)

· Shirley Portsmouth, arrangements (sister)

· Heidi Welch, reading of the eulogy (sister)

· Kelly Abrams McGill, slide show, service program (daughter)

· Tony Meinhardt, sound and slide show (brother)

· Jill Weaver, meeting location (cousin) 

· Bob Jordan, emcee (cousin)

Thank you all for being here, God bless all of you!  Sincerely,
· The Meinhardt Family

· The Abrams Family

· The Portsmouth Family

· The Welch Family

· The Baker Family

· The Thompson Family 

· The Weaver Family

· The Jordan Family
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