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The central person of the Bible is Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament he is concealed, but increasingly being revealed, and in the New Testament he is directly (physically) revealed. The central message of the Bible is God's relationship to man  - how they were separated by man’s sin, how their relationship may be restored, and the results in the life of a person whose relationship with God has been restored. A very real part of this restored relationship is the invitation by a Holy and Loving God for people to "Come." The dead, lifeless idols of a false religion are sharply contrasted by the initiating nature of God Almighty who pursues men, desiring a relationship with them. Let us look at some key passages in the Scriptures where God invites us to Come!

Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.  

The theme here is "provision." Christ is our provision. The ark is one of the first “types and shadows” (meaning examples) of the Old Testament which reveal Christ. Consider this: All those who were in the ark were made safe from God’s judgment. All those in Christ are safe from God’s judgment. God provided the remedy to the future judgment. Noah built the ark at God’s command. Christ came to earth by the will of God (see Psalms 40 next…). Into this provision, God invites us to “Come.” We are invited to come and partake of this provision. This is the kindness of God, this is the love of God, and this is the nature of God. This is the Christ who came into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved (John 3:17).

Psalm 40:6-10  Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.  7 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,  8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.  9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.  10 I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.  

The theme here is “the will of God." This prophecy in the Psalms is revealed in Hebrews 10:1-9. It is a foreshadowing of the incarnation of Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, dedicated to doing the will of the Father. The endless animal sacrifices did not change man’s nature or make him holy, and never could. Those sacrifices were imperfect and had to be continually repeated. But because God, who is Holy, desired a relationship with the people he created, he provided a means for the people to approach Him. The Son of God, came to this earth fulfilling the will of God, providing the means to holiness and relationship with God. "Lo I Come." Christ came, and the “volume of the Book,” the Bible, is indeed written about Him. He did the will of God, we too should "Come" to God and likewise commit to the will of God. Living right, loving God, practicing his commandments. Behold, Christ gave this example, and we are to follow Christ. Come. Do the will of God. 

Isaiah 1:18-20 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.  

The theme of this passage is "cleanliness." The invitation to a stiff-necked people is to sit down together, reason together, and recognize the uncleanness of our lives and accept the invitation to be made whiter than snow. Snow itself forms by water crystallizing around a dirt or dust particle. To be cleaner than snow implies even cleaner than the snowflake! There is a good way to live, and God desires holiness, cleanliness, purity, not only in actions but in motives. He wants us to eat the good of the land, to enjoy our walk with him, to prosper in all areas (physical, emotional, relational, in our work, in our ministries, in our finances, in our faith, in all areas). And this we will do if we will "Come" and take counsel of God's Word and willingly obey. A clean heart, a clean conscience, and hands that are clean. This is God's will for us as we have relationship with him.
Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.   29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.   30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

The theme here is "rest." Isn't it good to know that in the midst of turmoil, trouble, and anxious situations we have the invitation to "Come." Some faith systems require you to bring endless offerings, follow burdensome rules and regulations, and put on a happy face. Any faith system will do when everything is going well, your belly is full, you have money in your pockets, the sun is shining, and you are getting along with everyone. But what about in the hard times. In Christ the Lord we have the invitation to "Come." He bids us to come, and he provides comfort. He has the tender touch. We read of the Master's gentle hand in Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax [e.g. candle wick] shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. There remains a rest unto the people of God. Let us Come unto Him, in whom is no guile or deceit, and according to 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care on him; for he careth for you.

Matthew 14:27-33 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.   28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?   32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.  33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

The theme of this text is "faith." Peter had his faith rise up within, and he wanted to go to Jesus. Clearly the laws of nature didn't provide for someone to walk on water. But the invitation was there, Jesus said "Come." Jesus today is saying "Come." Are you listening? When faith rises up in you, when you feel God's presence, when you believe he's speaking to your heart, do you respond to his invitation? Let me encourage you to respond to Christ. As the Holy Spirit of God comes over you, which is God's will, let him have his way with you. Respond and be the person God created you to be. 
Luke 11:1-4 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

The theme here is “kingdom living.” In what is knows as the Lord’s Prayer we see that how things work and operate in heaven with God the Father is how we want to lead our lives here on earth. Thy kingdom “Come.” Let the kingdom of God come! This is how we are to pray, this is to be our attitude. We have natural needs, that is recognized. We are to forgive those who sin against us, and we are to ask forgiveness for our own sins. This is God’s way. This is when the kingdom has come to you. We are even to pray to be delivered from evil. There is evil in the land, but we pursue the will of God and the ways of God. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 …Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. To “see” the kingdom of God, to have “Thy kingdom come,” requires knowing Christ and living according to the ways of the Lord.
John 6:34-35 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.  35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

The theme here is "satisfaction." In Christ, when we come to him, we truly have satisfaction of our soul. Intellectually he is satisfying. Emotionally he is satisfying. Academically he is satisfying. Historically he is satisfying. When you come to Christ the emptiness is filled, the heart is healed, the physical body begins recovery, the attitudes are corrected, despair is exchanged for hope, ashes are replaced with beauty, confusion is replaced with understanding. Investigate the claims of Christ, and find out his truth, and embrace him in the beauty of holiness. You come. Find satisfaction for your soul!

Hebrews 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

The theme of this passage is "understanding." We can come to Christ boldly, and in confidence, because he faced what we face, and did it without sin. Christ understands, he experienced what we experience. He understood rejection, being despised, being misunderstood, and being opposed. He knew hunger, fatigue, deep sorrow, grief. He went through emotional anguish and physical pain. He knew humiliation, betrayal, and a broken heart. And this Christ who understands the feelings of our infirmities bids us to "Come," and we are even to "Come Boldly." We can come in bold confidence because sin has been conquered, and Christ the Lord conquered it!
1 John 5:20-21 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

The theme here is “eternal life.” We have the assurance of this great salvation. We are not left to a blind faith, but we have reasons for faith, and we have understanding that we may know him that is true. Christ is alive, not dead like the lifeless, cold idols so prevalent in societies past and present. Yes, present! Whatever we put ahead of Christ is an idol, be it an eight-armed elephant that we bow to, a possession, or “dead works” attitudes that we cling to and embrace in spite of contradictory evidence and understanding. There is an eternal life to be gained, and it found in Christ Jesus the Great King, the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last. Heed the scriptures, embrace Christ, put off idols, and experience eternal life.
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  

The theme here is "acceptance." This is nearly the last verse in the Bible, and the message still is to "Come." Three times in this verses we are bid to "Come." God is calling us, to those who can hear and to those thirsty for truth, you come. What an invitation! You are to come to God as you are. The clean-up comes after repentance and salvation, not before. No other false god, religion or idol will ever make you this offer!  The invitation is now. The heartbeat of God is the souls of people, and that is again revealed right up to the end of the Book. "Come." Salvation is a free gift. God already knows your need, your weaknesses, your transgressions, your attitudes, your sins. But he still calls you! It is a truth that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This is where the new life in Christ begins. Then it's a lifetime of living for God and being conformed more and more into the image of Christ. Accept God's will for your life, respond to the Spirit and the Bride, and "Come"!

___________________________________

This short lesson aims to show, in a small way, the love of God, and the heart of God toward people. The Bibles says in Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. Far from being an inert, disinterested “higher power” Christ the Lord has taken the initiative and is the Creator and Savior. The best known verse in all of the scriptures says it all, John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. The invitation is there, from Genesis to Revelation, in the Psalms, in the books of the prophets, into the gospels – including The Lord’s Prayer, and in the epistles – it’s the major theme of the Bible – God’s relationship to man.
The alternative dear friend is terrifying. The time to hear “Come” is now! The scriptures are clear, Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. But there will be those who deny this Christ. For them there is no more sacrifice for sin unto salvation. Heaven is gained on this side of the grave. Isaiah 5:14 Therefore Hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. On the other side of the grave, at the Great White Throne Judgment, many will not hear “Come.” They will hear rather Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Then consider this in Matthew 25:41-43 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. It takes an eternity to pay for your own sins – and even then you still can’t do it! That’s how bad sin is, and that’s how wonderful our salvation is in Christ. He says to “Come!”
You can hear “Come” now, and respond to Christ by the Holy Ghost, or later you can hear “Depart.” What will it be? Christ is coming again, and it can be anytime. Are you ready to meet Christ? Will you know him as Lord now, or as Judge later? Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Will you by faith come to God? This is God’s way. This is how the kingdom of God works. You come. You come to the Savior, who bids you to come, and who has made a way for you to come. Don’t miss this!
The Bible closes with these two verses. Jesus said he’s coming back, and he does what he says he’ll do. Let the Lord Jesus Christ into your life if you haven’t already, and if you have, commit yourself anew and afresh to his will in your life. 

Revelation 22:20-21 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  
PAGE  
4

