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Christians should live to please Christ.  Looking forward to that great day when we stand before Him should encourage him on to a life of obedience to Him.  Christian virtues are not automatic after one gives their heart and life to Jesus Christ.  The work of the Holy Spirit continues on in us for the rest of our life.  We are ever learning and ever increasing in our ability to know and to do the right thing, that is, the thing which pleases the Lord.  This lesson deals with how to make God's desires real in our lives.

Colossians 3  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity [love], which is the bond of perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.  (Chapter 4)  1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. 2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
Excellent Vision  3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  The scriptures say that in Proverbs 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish....  When a Christian is diligent about serving Christ, and knows that he is going to be with the Lord one day, and that God only has his good in mind, then we have a vision that will greatly help us to shun the wrong and do the right.  God's very present power is with us, yet we too must cooperate with The Almighty, and when we have a vision for God, then we can do what pleases God.

Excellent Warning  5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds. The apostle Paul, by the Holy Sprit, wrote to Christians about the things we are to avoid.  These warnings are for our benefit; written by the One who loves us, died for us, and knows what's best for us.  We are warned that there is a penalty for disobedience, and we are not left in the dark as to what things are disobedient to the will of God.  Yet we are not condemned, moreover, some of us did these very things, but we are now forgiven, and accepted of God.

Excellent Ability  10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.  It's one thing to put something off, but another thing to put something on.  We read above what not to do, but God gives us the ability to do what we should do.  God plays no favorites either.  When we take Christ as savior, we are a new creation; we are a new man.  We have the ability to do what is right.  1 John 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  His commandments are not grievous because we have from God the ability to keep his commandments.

Excellent Virtues  12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity [love], which is the bond of perfectness.  These are all virtues by which a Christian should be known.  A Christian must be quick to forgive, be merciful, be kind and humble, meek and patient.  We must look to the goodwill of others and be towards others as Jesus Christ is to us.  We can do this by the power of the love of God working in our lives.  Would you like to act like this?  You can in Jesus Christ.

Excellent Attitudes  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  What an attitude!  Did you know that the apostle Paul wrote this and many of his letters from a Roman jail?  One man who traveled to the Mamartime Prison in Rome wrote this about it:  "Descending the winding stone staircase, you come finally to the dismal dark low-arched chamber where the apostle once lay bound, waiting to be offered up.  Even on a hot summer day the visitor in Rome will sense the constriction of the low ceiling and the dampness of that dark dungeon."  Hardly comfortable surroundings, yet Paul's attitude (with God's help and grace) was on the good things of God, and he was singing, and he was giving thanks.  That is an excellent attitude!

Excellent Actions  18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.  Volumes have been taught and preached from these few verses.  If husbands treated their wives like this, and if wives treated their husbands like this, and if parents treated their children like this, and if employees treated their employers like this, how much better everything would be!  When we treat others like we would treat Christ, and enthusiastically serve others as we would serve Christ, then this is pleasing to God, and is very proper.  This is not just talk, it is action!

Excellent Promise  24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.   Paul kindly states that if we serve the Lord, then there is a reward of the inheritance for us.  Yet if we do the wrong, then there will be consequences, regardless of who we are.  Whenever the Bible says that there is no respect of persons, it means that it applies to everyone, just like the law of gravity applies to everyone.  Rich people, powerful people, athletic people, brilliant people, all people are subject to the law of gravity.  All people can receive the reward of the inheritance or they can receive the reward for doing wrong.  Our encouragement is that we can have the better promise.

Excellent Advice  4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.  Even after becoming a Christian, and attaining a measure of maturity as a Christian, I too find that I still need to heed the scriptures and take their advice.  Priceless words are "Let your speech be always with grace..."  How much better is it to be known as one who says kind works, who is an extender of grace?  The scriptures say of Jesus in 1 Peter 2:23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.
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