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Every Christian has the hope of heaven, of life eternal through Jesus Christ.  This is a great promise of the Bible.  Yet many Christians never get to know the God of the Bible, pay enough attention to the things of the kingdom of God, or seek to advance the kingdom of God.  The apostle Paul wrote to a young man, Timothy, to encourage and instruct him.  In this writing he told Timothy to be "strong" or mature and confident in Christ.  There are many facets to the Christian life, but let us consider from this passage seven marks of a mature Christian.

2 Timothy 2:1-15  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: 9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
#1)  A Mature Christian Understands Grace  1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The Christian is not a perfect person.  The standard that Jesus had to meet, and did meet, was perfection.  Too many Christians see the imperfections in their own lives and are paralyzed from moving forward, knowing that they have sinned or come short.  But the great love of God, and the mercy and grace of God, is understood by the mature Christian who can pick up and go on in the forgiveness and grace that is ours in Christ.  Grace is God's unmerited favor upon us. The word "grace" appears 133 times in the New Testament, including 23 of 27 New Testament books.  The stubborn and immature see "no answer" to their sin, but David in Psalms 51 confessed his sin and God forgave him, and others too, including Peter and Paul all knew God's forgiveness and grace. Jesus is "full of grace and truth." (John 1:14)
#2)  The Mature Christian Multiplies Himself  2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. No one is born knowing what the Bible teaches, or knowing how to teach the Bible.  But an important theme in the kingdom of God is to learn, to teach and instruct, to increase in knowledge and understanding of God and the Scriptures.  Thus the mature Christian is adding to his understanding of Christian doctrine (teaching), the character of God, the will of God, and the mercy of God.  Further, his desire is to teach others and to do so in such a way that they too can teach others.  This is multiplying and causes the message of the Gospel to rapidly spread. "Lone Ranger" Christians are ineffective.  Another principle is that when you teach something you really learn it yourself.

#3)  The Mature Christian Thinks Long-Term  3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  The Bible says in Hebrews 12:1, Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.  The Christian life is not so much a "sprint" but is rather a marathon, covering many miles over a long period of time.  As a result the Christian needs a good foundation and an attitude that there is much to learn and experience and therefore to remain faithful to Christ he has to adjust his thinking, making Christ a priority and the work of the kingdom of God a priority.  The mature Christian lives to please Christ and do his will.

#4)  The Mature Christian Doesn't Take Short-Cuts  5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. Every season in college and professional sports someone or some organization is suspended or penalized because of doing something that violates the rules. The mature Christian loves the truth and lives by it.  Even winners have had their award taken away because it was found that they did not win according to the rules.  In the kingdom of God there are boundary conditions also.  Here is a short list of principles, or ground rules that can be helpful in remaining faithful to the goal of being and remaining a mature Christian: (1) Seek to do God's will in everything  (2) Make Jesus Christ the king of my life  (3) Frequency in the Bible  (4) Constantly in prayer  (5) Check with God on everything in advance  (6) Obey God's laws  (7) Attitude of trusting God and His leading  (8) Counsel from others who seek to do God's will  (9) Find what God is doing and join in  (10) Personal mission statement  (11) Do what is right, not what is popular  (12) Obey God in small things  (13) Don't go where it is slippery (list obtained from my friend and Christian brother Mr. Ken Willig).

#5)  The Mature Christian Understands He Has the Government of Heaven Behind Him  8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: 9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. The cornerstone of the Christian faith is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.  Without the resurrection of Christ, Paul says, our religion is in vain.  This separates the Christian from all other religions.  Because of the resurrection, we have authority to speak in His name, to preach in His name, to live and to die for Him because Christ is raised from the dead.  We may have limits, but God and the Word of God (the Bible) has no limitations.  Christ is alive, and all of the promises of the Bible are valid and we can base our lives and conduct on them.  We have this confidence because we remember that Christ is raised from the dead.  Read all of 1 Corinthians chapter 15 to understand more fully the resurrection of Christ and its importance to the Christian.

#6)  The Mature Christian Focuses on What's Important  14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting [ruining] of the hearers.  Christians come in all shapes and sizes, and most are fragile.  The mature Christian is careful to be sensitive to people, to be a friend, to speak timely words, and to focus on what's important, rather than majoring on the minors.  Paul spoke of how to handle minor issues.  Read Romans 14:1-9.  In chapter 14, the first four verses say, 1  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2  For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3  Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4  Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.  Throughout this chapter, and other chapters in the Bible, we understand, as mature Christians, that there are areas where we can differ, but minor issues are not worth arguing about.  Small matters can wound a weak brother. The mature Christian knows that essential doctrine is important (for example, the doctrine of Christ, of God, of the Bible, of Sin, of Man) but other things (for example, diet, observing days, archeological matters, some history items) are not important enough to squabble over.  Be strong and mature in what is important, and spend time teaching and learning the important matters.

#7)  The Mature Christian is a Student of the Scriptures  15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  The mature Christian knows how to handle the Word of God.  It is a shame for Christians to not have an answer for their faith in discussing matters with people opposed to the Gospel.  The mature Christian knows his way around the Bible.  He knows the theme of various books and chapters of the Bible.  He knows essential doctrine.  He knows the general will of God and has the ability to seek out God for God's specific will in his life.  The mature Christian understands the Scriptures and loves the Scriptures. He is confident in God, is increasing and prospering in his knowledge of God and love for God, and he is ever learning from the Bible.  His testimony is like Paul's, who said in Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

As you purpose to live for Christ, give him all you have.  Be a part of the work of God and be used of God.  Draw near to him, know him and love him.  And be one who takes part in advancing the kingdom of God wherever you find yourself.  The Christian life is the most exciting and fulfilling life one can live.  Live your life for Jesus!
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