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This lesson deals with the entire fifth chapter of the book of Daniel.  It centers around the king of Babylon, Belshazzar.  Belshazzar is an ungodly man; he made his choice not to serve God.  The other principal character in this chapter is Daniel himself, a godly man.  Daniel too made his choice, but he chose to serve God.   Lets look at the results of Belshazzar's decision to not serve God, and how he was deceived by the devil.

1. I CAN HANDLE ALCOHOL (AND DRUGS)  Of the over 25 million alcoholics in America, not one set out to end up that way.  Why?  The Bible has warning after warning about wine and strong drink.  But the ungodly don't care about what the Bible says.  They know that they can handle alcohol (and drugs).  Belshazzar threw a party, and invited thousands to come and drink with him.  But when God came on the scene, Belshazzar literally wet his pants (verse 6, "Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the JOINTS OF HIS LOINS WERE LOOSED, and his knees smote (knocked) one against another.") He could handle it all right, until calamity came.

2. MY POPULARITY PROVES I'M SUCCESSFUL  Everybody liked "Goodtime" Belshazzar.  And why not?  He had money, women, and power, and he was willing to share it!  Everyone in Babylon probably thought well of Belshazzar because he was such a nice, sharing guy.  In the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), the son leaves home with his inheritance, and finds many people who "want to be his friend."  But when the money runs out, so do his friends.  The son returns to his home destitute, but the father receives him as a son, not because of his money or fame (which is gone), but because of who he is.  God loves us too.  Our friends may abandon us, money may come and go, but no matter.  Belshazzar thought himself secure with his friends, but where were his friends when the end came?  And where were his friends when he faced God?

3. I'LL WORSHIP AS I PLEASE  "All roads lead to God, it's sincerity that counts."  Ever hear that?  Jesus said broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many go that way; narrow is the way that leads to life everlasting, and few there be that find it.  Jesus said no man comes to the Father but by me (John 14:7).  Belshazzar chose the god he would serve (verse 4: "They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone"). God is looking for people who will worship HIM in spirit and in truth.  Why? Because God wants fellowship with his creation.  Don't be deceived by the devil and miss God's blessing.

4. MY MONEY WILL ALWAYS GET ME WHAT I NEED  Will it?  Belshazzar was the king.  He had riches beyond measure.  At the time, Belshazzar was quite likely the richest man in the world, since Babylon was the center of culture, industry, and science at that time.  The first thing Belshazzar looked to was his money when the handwriting was on the wall (verse 7, "...Whosoever shall read this writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom").  Cash burns, gold melts, diamonds can be crushed.  The parable of the rich fool (Luke 12:13‑21) says of the fool, "And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have much goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, You fool, this night your soul shall be required of you: THEN WHOSE SHALL THOSE THINGS BE, WHICH YOU HAVE PROVIDED?"  How much did Belshazzar leave when he died?  ALL OF IT.

5. I'LL WAIT TO SERVE CHRIST  Until when? your deathbed?  Belshazzar saw the hand of God Almighty, and had the interpretation of the writing interpreted for him, yet he still didn't repent and ask God's mercy.  Why?  Maybe he would have been embarrassed in front of his wife or friends.  Maybe he would appear to be weak.  Maybe his pride got in the way.  Which of the bad habits you have now could you instantly drop?  The bad habit of resisting God will be no easier to change.  Regardless, Belshazzar had the chance to repent and didn't take it.  Second Corinthians 6:2 says, "...behold now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."  Belshazzar made his choice.  What is our choice?

6. I KNOW ABOUT GOD  Belshazzar knew about God, but he didn't KNOW God.  Belshazzar's grandfather Nebuchadnezzar was humbled by God, and Belshazzar knew it (see verses 17‑22), but still figured himself content.  Have you been to church as a young person?  Were you baptized?  Did you go to vacation Bible school?  Did you have a mother or grandmother who prayed for you?  You may know all about God, but never really have a relationship with him yourself.  Don't be deceived.  Get in and serve God.  Make a difference.  Paul said in Philippians 3:10, "That I might know him (Jesus), and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings..."

7. GOD WILL NOT JUDGE ME  This is the ultimate deception.  "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap" (Galatians 6:7).  The handwriting on the wall stated, "You are weighed in the balances, and are found lacking."  Better to hear from God on that great day, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord" (Matthew 25:21‑23).  Better to have our sins judged on Jesus, than to have to pay for them ourselves.  God is merciful, but he is also just, and there is a judgment coming. Belshazzar received his judgment, whether he thought he would or not.

But consider Daniel.  Daniel made a choice to serve God, and he did so for many, many years while in captivity (see Daniel chapter one).  But what of Daniel?  Did he serve God for nothing?  No!  Daniel knew what it was like to hear from God, the God of the universe (verses 25‑28).  What else?  Daniel spoke for God, and proclaimed (preached) the ways of the Lord, both of his mercy and of his judgment.  Daniel had all of his needs met by God, and God exalted Daniel to positions of importance, where Daniel could be all the more effective for God (which is why anyone is advanced by God).

Daniel had his satisfaction in God, in that, while he was in captivity he wasn't always moaning and groaning, but he was living a contented life in the will of God.  And Daniel was greatly used of God.  The book of Daniel is called the book of Revelation of the Old Testament.  Daniel was used of God to receive and record some of the greatest prophecies in all of the Bible.  And Daniel was protected from harm by God.  When Belshazzar was slain, Daniel wasn't harmed, though he had just been decked out in the kings finest wardrobe and would have been a prime target by any invading army.  But more importantly, Daniel knew God.  Daniel prayed three times a day to God (Daniel 6:10).  He had a worry‑free relationship with the Master.  We can too.
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