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Prisoners For Christ Outreach Ministries (www.pfcom.org) is dedicated to taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the jails, prisons, and juvenile institutions of Washington State, the Northwest, across the nation, and internationally. There are many biblical admonitions for ministry to the incarcerated. Consider these scriptures:

· Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.

· Matthew 25:36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

· Hebrews 13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.

For some, God Almighty puts ministry to the inmate on their hearts, and that becomes their principle ministry calling. That is my calling. I love children, but I am not a Sunday School teacher. I love the work of the church, but I am not a pastor. I’m called to the prisons – men, women, juvenile; local or at a distance – my calling is to the prisoner. Another ministry calling is in the areas of teambuilding, leadership, training and equipping. For over thirty years I’ve had the privilege of ministering behind bars, and for over twenty years I’ve built teams locally. For the last five years I’ve labored with PFC in international ministry matters. Twice I’ve been to Africa, and twice to India. This year, by God’s help and grace, I’ll return to India as our ministry expands in this land that is the Pearl of Asia. And when I go, perhaps you will come with me. Following are six reasons why you should participate in an international missions campaign.
1. – The Great Commission – Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. We’re clearly in the will of God when we look outside of our own borders. On the field we teach conferences, we teach inside the prisons, we equip our local missionaries. Teaching all nations… that’s a reason to go on an international trip!

2. – Relationships –  Acts 15:36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the LORD, and see how they do.  PFC establishes ministry and then returns annually or every-other-year to strengthen the brethren. If we had the personnel we’d go once every six months, for that’s how often our foreign missionaries request of us to come. Why? Out of their own mouth they say “to encourage us.” That’s a good reason for you to go on an international trip!
3. – The Time is Short – John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  There is coming a time when the work of evangelism and the work of discipling will come to an end. Individually and collectively the work of spreading the gospel will be over. But that time is not yet here. Wickedness is increasing, apathy is prevalent, and for many the love of the work of the Lord has gone cold. Let this not be our testimony. Souls are in the balance abroad. This is a reason to go on an international trip.
4. – Faith In Action – James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? A fundamental tenet of the Christian faith is that our precious salvation is by faith, and not of works. Another tenet is that if we love him we’ll keep his commandments, and we labor in the fields. The word “faith” occurs twice in the Old Testament and 244 times in the New Testament. Without faith it is impossible to please God. That’s the New Testament way. Read Hebrews 11. Participate. Stretch! That’s another good reason for you to go on an international trip!
5. – Example to Others – Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.  Those of us who go on missionary campaigns to overseas prisons are everyday Christians who work regular jobs, raise families, live modestly, and put ourselves in the grip of the Holy Ghost. When Billy Graham holds a crusade we admire it but realize “that’s not me.” When the everyday layman goes, it’s an example to the brethren and builds their faith, all of which pleases God and is a reason to go on an international missions trip.
6. – It’s Life-Changing – Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Part of your testimony now includes an international missions crusade. It builds your faith, it increases your vision, it’s now part of your heritage. No one who goes on such trips is ever the same. Culture, language, customs, environment – all new!  You discover how it feels to be the minority. And God really rises up in our lives on the field. He has to, or we’re in deep weeds. Let God show Himself mighty in your life by participating in an international missions trip.
Your calling is not my calling, and my calling is not your calling. Yet we can all benefit the kingdom of God and our own calling by participating in complementary activities. For example, a couple of years ago I served as interim pastor for a neighborhood church, for a number of months. The benefit to the prison ministry was that I learned to “soften things up a bit” in my preaching and teaching, which helps me in the prison work. In prison we minister a straight, direct message. This is not always the best approach for the church congregation, and even in prison is has to be tempered, so wisdom is needed and that’s gained by being in the saddle and doing something different.
Another activity I participated in was drama. It began as a church ministry, then to a touring ministry, and we even took the drama ministry into the prison. Being in drama introduced me to new people, new experiences, challenged my creativity, all while steadily advancing the kingdom of God. My calling was still to prisoners, but the drama ministry complemented my work in the prisons. 

While on the international field we have visited leper colonies, orphanages, and local churches. These broader experiences contributed to my first calling. It’s all good and God works all things together for good to those called to His purposes (Romans 8:28). You too can benefit in your calling by participating in a foreign missions trip to an overseas land where the fields are indeed white unto harvest.
The enemy doesn’t want you to go on any missions trips. The enemy says “you’re too busy, leave that to the experts, you’re not worthy, who do you think you are?, you  can’t raise the money, you don’t have the time for this, what about your safety? what about your health?, you’re too young, you’re too old, you can’t teach…” You can count on this. But let’s exercise faith. Let’s lay the matter before the Holy Spirit. Let’s seek His will, His wisdom, His peace, His leading and guiding, and use excuses as a reason to believe God for a breakthrough! 
Do you believe God is glorified when the everyday Christian rises up and becomes a tool in His hand? Or do you believe God is glorified and the Christian community is moved to action when you sit bored on the couch, play it safe, and hide your light under a bushel? Beloved, I say this in love. You can do this. You can make a difference. You can bless lives. You can be trained to do the work – we have a complete training program to equip campaigners for this work. Beloved, don’t get to the end of your life without having gone on an international missions trip. Start with one. Just one. Let’s listen to what the Lord is saying.
Remaining trips for 2011 include Russia, Ghana, and India. The 2012 calendar is started, with more trips to Africa, India, Mexico, and more! Had it not been for the recent earthquake in Haiti we would have gone there. These trips require people to make it happen. Listen for the prompting of the Holy Ghost. When He prompts, then take the next step, which is getting some information. I can help you with that. Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. The Lord calls people – men, women, married couples – let’s talk and see if the Almighty has a trip in store for you!
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