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What is your opinion of God?  If you get your views from Hollywood, certain books, or the beliefs of others, you may not be getting the proper perspective.  Jesus came to (among other things) show men the character and attributes of God, for he said, "...he that sees me sees him (God the Father) that sent me" (John 12:45).  Following is a parable Jesus spoke that may dispel some wrong opinions of God.

Luke 18:9‑14   And he (Jesus) spoke this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:  10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican (tax collector).  11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.  14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalts himself shall be abased (made low); and he that humbles himself shall be exalted (lifted up).

Myth #1 GOD FAVORS RELIGIOUS PEOPLE
Society favors certain people; the wealthy, the educated, the religious leaders.  But does God?  Acts 10:34 says, "...God is no respecter of persons."  In the book of James, the writer rebukes the churchgoer of his day when he said in James 2:1‑4, "My brothers, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly (church) a man with a gold ring, in goodly clothes, and there come in also a poor man in vile clothes, and you have respect to him that wears the good clothes, and say unto him, Sit here in a good place; and say to the poor; Stand here, or sit here under my footstool.  Are you not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?"  James told men not to favor anyone, because God doesn't!  God looks on the heart, whereas man looks on the outward appearance (1 Samuel 16:7).

Myth #2 GOD WILL JUDGE US BY COMPARING US WITH OTHERS
The two principal players in this parable are (1) the Pharisee and (2) the publican (tax collector).  In Jesus' day, the religious leaders and teacher of the Jewish law were priests, also known as Pharisees.  The publicans, though, were hated of the Jews.  Publicans collected taxes from the Jews to pay to the Romans, who ruled the Jews at this time.  But the publicans typically charged much more than they had to, and kept the profits for themselves (and became wealthy).  Jesus says the publican was justified ‑ forgiven of his sins ‑ because he humbled himself before God. The Pharisee, who should have known better, was proud of his position in society, but God did not hear his prayer ("...he prayed thus WITH HIMSELF...").  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:12, "For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend (speak well of) themselves: but they measuring (judging) themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise." God will compare us to Jesus; if you don’t measure up, then throw yourself on the mercy of God and by Christ’s blood become a child of God!
Myth #3 GOD WANTS PEOPLE TO FOLLOW RITUALS
The Pharisee fasted (went without food) often, even twice a week!  What about other rituals?  Some people burn candles, pray with beads, wash a certain way, avoid certain foods, dress a particular way, kneel a specific way to pray, and a whole host of other ordinances intended to bring the person closer to God.  And some people sincerely believe that this is pleasing to God.  Jesus said vain traditions are useless, but some traditions are not vain (empty).  So what is  proper, and what is not?  If the custom draws you closer to God, so be it (as long as it is not inconsistent with the Bible's teachings).  But to focus on the ritual, rather than on God, is where some err.  God simply wants first place in your heart, not some robot who pays strict attention to some rules and regulations never intended to be a part of serving God.

Myth #4 GOD'S BLESSING CAN BE BOUGHT
This is a prevalent myth!  Even "Christian" television has people asking for money, and implying that if you give to their ministry, God will bless you (and that if you don't, God will curse you).  The Pharisee was quick to say, "...I give tithes (ten percent) of all that I possess." And he did!  People with only the form of religion believe God's favor can be bought.  You give God a dollar, he'll give you ten.  You give God ten dollars; he'll give you a hundred! If you have troubles, give money to a certain ministry and your troubles will be over.  Hogwash!!  God doesn't want your money, he wants YOU.  The street of heaven is paved with gold (Revelation 21:21).  God's not broke.  Jesus died for YOU, not for your MONEY. Giving tithes and offerings is good and proper and biblical, but to think that this is the method to buy blessings is another thing. 
Myth #5 GOD DOESN'T HEAR PRAYER
The publican wouldn't even lift his eyes toward heaven, but just prayed in the corner.  He probably left the temple sad and discouraged also.  But God heard his prayer!  Jesus said that "...this man went down to his house justified (in a right standing with God)."  Romans 10:13 says, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." If we come to God in humble prayer, he will hear.  That is how God is.  Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  John the Baptist taught his disciples to pray.  Jesus taught his disciples to pray.  God wants us to pray to him.  He will hear prayer.

Myth #6 GOD WILL NOT CALL ME TO ACCOUNT
Galatians 6:7 says, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, forwhatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap."  Read the exciting story of Esther in the Old Testament, and learn about a man named Haaman.  Haaman was a wicked man, and his wickedness came back on his own head.  There is a judgment for sin.  Jesus came to die for men's sins because men were guilty.  Jesus said that the humble will be lifted up, but that the proud and arrogant would be made low.  In the kingdom of God, payday is not always on Friday, but there is a payday.  NEVER think you can sin and get away with it.  God keeps the books! Better to come to Christ, receive forgiveness, and live for God than to die in our sins and perish, and have lived a miserable life in the meantime.
__________________________

Six myths. There are more of course, but from the parable Jesus taught he is showing that our thinking about the kingdom of God has to be proper. If you want to succeed as a Christian, enjoy the peace of God, know the provision of God, then don’t get caught up in Churchianity or Religiosity, but get to know the Savior through his Word, through capable Bible teachers and helpers, and then be able to live this and teach it to others. The Bible is not a myth, God is not a myth, and Christ Jesus is not a myth. Know the reality of Christ and his promises and provision!
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