Six Keys to Living Holy
Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530
 The Scriptures are very clear that when a life is transformed by the power of Christ that there is to be a change in behavior, a new awareness that now we are to live for Christ. The end goal is to be more conformed into his image, and that’s a path we’re on. But we live in a fallen world and as such we must purpose to live right, to do right, and to be right. The Scriptures say in Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: Do you want to see Jesus? Then holiness is required. Let’s read from 1 Peter and then consider six keys to living holy.
1 Peter 1:13-23  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

1 - Determination is a Key to Holiness
13) Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Peter says to get your head in the game! You and I both have free will. All of Heaven comes to screeching halt at your free will. 1 Corinthians 10:13 says There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. When I parade up and down the aisle during the cross-carrying scene I’m yelling things like “you want your pornography – here’s the price!” No Christian man has to be bound by this filth – God has made a way. Get down to the altar, confess your sins, and determine to live holy. Get help, but live holy. And knock off any of this foolishness because you will pay a price for sin.
2 - Obedience is a Key to Holiness

14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

The Scriptures don’t just suggest holiness, they command it! Some of us came into the kingdom of God later in life and we bring baggage. I marvel at the power of God to change a life that’s in the jail and prison system. You think it’s hard being obedient here, try it in prison where being accepted can be a matter of life and death. I also marvel at man’s ability to resist the Holy Ghost. Young people, you understand being obedient to your parents. Parents, to whom are you obedient? You have to change some things when you become a Christian. You have to guard your eyes, guard your lips, guard your ears, and guard your mind. That takes obedience to God.

3 - Fear is a Key to Holiness

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:
Here’s a good reason to live holy – your actions are going to be judged, and God doesn’t give any points for who your daddy was, or your momma was, our if you had a praying grandmother. You get your works judged on face value – no excuses! So in this time you have on earth you think you can sin and get away with it think again. You ought to have a holy fear of sin. Paul said “shall we continue to sin that grace may abound? God forbid!” You think sin is a joke and doesn’t apply to you? If you think that, then you really don’t know the Scriptures.

4 - Participation is a Key to Holiness

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

I’ve said before that I’ve never, ever, ever seen a victorious, productive, happy, consistent Christian who was not in ministry. Being in ministry is being involved, participating, and that requires staying sharp, being engaged, and being holy. In my life leading a team of men into the prisons, and knowing I’ll be counseling and training them, and knowing that I’ll be preaching, and knowing that I need to hear from God to get a message, I live holy. Call it holiness, call it walking in the Spirit, call it what you will but if you’re bored, can’t seem to get the victory, maybe it’s because you’re not participating. We often “learn by doing” and when you’re in ministry you can learn holiness. Ministry begins with loving others. Loving others fervently means loving them when it comes at a price.
5 - Heaven is a Key to Holiness
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

When you are a Christian, the standard is higher. That’s how it works. One day we want to make heaven our home. The word of God isn’t going to change beloved. It is what it is. Just like the natural laws of mathematics, science, and engineering, some things don’t change. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do you want to make it heaven hearing “Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant”? Or do you want to go in with no crowns, having left a life of heartache, heartbreak, selfishness, materialism, excess pleasure, which in the end is empty? Tomorrow I’m preaching a funeral for a baby who died at full-term. The mother is 19 and asked if I’d do the service. But the good news is there is a heaven, and if we live holy we can make heaven our home.
6 - The Revelation of Christ is a Key to Holiness
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

What are you going to say to him who gave everything to you, that you didn’t feel like living holy. The first person I trained in prison work, who preached beside me, who wrote sermons with me, who spent long hours at the jail in Everett with me, abandoned his wife and went back to gambling. If that broke my heart, how much more does it break the heart of God? I met with him every week when he was losing his way and we’d study together and we’d pray together. He tried but his wife wasn’t cooperating. There were money pressures and children pressures, and they were both members of a church. My friend looked at me and said “Bob, my heart is hard toward her, and I’m divorcing her.” He didn’t bat an eye. No Holy Ghost conviction. Like I said, I marvel at man’s ability to resist the Holy Spirit. And he did divorce his wife. Now he lives with another woman. He gambles. He’s not in ministry. He’s younger than me and his testimony is destroyed. The last time I talked to him I was pulling up to the Monroe Reformatory and he called me on his cell phone. He wanted to use me as a reference to buy a car as he was in bankruptcy. Scriptures are filled with such men – Judas, Demas among them. Question: Do you really have a revelation of Jesus Christ? Do you really know it means to live holy? If so, act like it. Something I never want to hear is “Bob, I thought you were a Christian, why are you acting like this.” I don’t want to hear pastor or chaplains or my leadership in the ministry say “Bob, you’re disqualified and we’re removing you from ministry.” I especially don’t want to hear that from the Master either. Therefore the path is holiness. Let’s all purpose to live holy, as He is holy.
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