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The Prophet Micah prophesied to Judah before their exile.  Micah fully knew of the corruption taking place in the government of Judah, and of the injustices and how this caused confusion and frustration among the common people.  Yet Micah exhorted the people to believe God while at the same time he acknowledged the sorry state of affairs of the land.  Because the leaders of Judah oppressed the poor, God was going to bring his judgment in the form of the Assyrian army.  Let us today not be discouraged by our surroundings, but let us learn to trust God, even as Micah exhorted the people of his day.  Let us look at five reasons to trust God from Micah 7:1-7.

Micah 7:1-7 Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit. 2 The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. 3 That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up. 4 The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity. 5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 6 For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house. 7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.

Reason #1 - Because Sometimes Our Labors and Dreams Come to Nothing

1 Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit.

When you make an investment in an activity, and you give it your best, and you spend time on it, and it comes to nothing, it can be very disappointing.  When your expectations are high and you’ve done your part, and what you hoped and planned for turns into an empty sack, it can be very discouraging.  The Bible says in Proverbs 13:12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick… Discouragement and despair can lead to poor choices, poor decisions, and even disaster.  But whatsoever is done in the name of Jesus, and for the kingdom of God, is not in vain.  God blesses his child who is seeking the will of God, learning and submitting to the ways of the Lord, and being available to do God’s work.  Reason number one to trust God is so that what you do with your time and talents will be productive and be a blessing to you and to others. 1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Reason #2 - Because Sometimes Friends Let Us Down

2 The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net.
Great Bible characters were not exempt from what affects you and I today, that is, friends letting them down.  Forsaking obligation, going back on their word, ignoring responsibility, these are not only traits we see in people, even in some of our own friends, but this happened in Micah’s day also.  In the New Testament on of Paul’s companions, Demas, is favorably mentioned in Colossians 4:4 and Philemon 24, yet in the very last book penned by Paul, his friend and helper in the ministry abandoned him, as we read in 2 Timothy 4:10 For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica…  Worse still is when friends betray us and do us injury.  Reason number two to trust God is that he is a friend who will never leave us nor forsake us.  Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your conversation [behavior] be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.  And the prophecy is of Christ in Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend [Jesus] that sticketh closer than a brother.
Reason #3 - Because Sometimes Leaders Let Us Down

3 That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up. 4 The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.
When a leader is established, be it a political leader, a social leader, a military leader, a spiritual leader, a business leader, and they fall down, it can be crushing to everyone associated with that person or that person’s work, and it can really wound the young and immature person.  When law enforcement officials, doctors, professors, ministry leaders let themselves down and others down by either graft, corruption, moral sin, stealing, treason, it can be very hard on the affected individuals, their community, even their nation.  Yet all people, including leaders, are fallible, and subject to the pressures and shortcomings of the rest of us.  But Christ came to this earth and lived as a completely sinless man.  He never apologized to anyone because he never did anything worthy of an apology.  When we look to God, God will not fail us.  The third reason to trust God is that God, unlike leaders, will not let us down.  The psalmist said in Psalm 121:1-2 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.  Let your hope and expectation in a leader be in Jesus Christ, whom we can lift up our eyes unto, and who will be our help.

Reason #4 - Because Sometimes Family Lets Us Down

5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 6 For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house.

One of the institutions God ordained from the beginning was the family unit.  Father, Mother, Children.  Eventually Grandparents, Great Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts, Cousins.  In an ideal situation there is love, submission, growth, joy, and a tight bond between family members.  But what about when the son dishonors the father? And what about when a man’s enemies are the men of his own house?  The scriptures teach in Psalms 68:5-6 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. 6 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.  If your family situation has not been good, you are not alone.  God understands this.  The fourth reason to trust God is that he is a loving Father to his children, and as a Father he will not let us down.  God can make up the difference when the earthly family falls short.

Reason #5 - Because God Will Never Let Us Down

7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.

A good habit to get into when studying the Bible is to observe the words “therefore” and “wherefore” and note what they are “there for!”  The prophet Micah said he would look to Lord, to wait for the Lord, to have faith that God would hear him because of the injustices, heartbreaks, disappointments, cruelty, and betrayal in the world.  Micah’s response to his society was to trust God, not blame God, to believe God, not to reject God, to draw near to God, not to fall away from him.  Yet we are to believe in God, to trust him, to follow him, to be his disciples, and to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  God is worthy of our love.  The Bible says in John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  Further, in Romans 5:7-8 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. God gave his best for us, and he will never let us down, and we can and should trust in him, now and evermore.  Micah 6:8 He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  Let us trust God and believe the promises of God and serve God, as we were created to do!
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