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Jesus speaks of living the abundant life, but sadly most people in the church world never seem to live on the high plane of victorious Christian living that is theirs to enjoy.  The Bible is replete with example after example of people putting into practice habits and attitudes and actions that result in tangibly experiencing God’s nearness, blessing, and vision.  Let us look at one passage and examine four proven practices for victorious Christian living.

Luke 5:1-11  And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him (Jesus) to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret (Galilee), 2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. 4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. 6 And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

#1  Press Into The Kingdom Of God Regardless of the Circumstances

1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him (Jesus) to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret (Galilee), 2 And saw two ships standing by the lake…

The people could have left and said that there were too many people and we’ll never hear him and we’re too late to get a good seat.  But remember in other Bible stories how that didn’t stop Zacheus.  He was small and the crowd was large, so he climbed a tree and Jesus met him.  More than once the disciples saw people pressing into the kingdom of God and they sought to quiet them down, but Jesus said in one instance to “suffer the children to come unto me.”  In another instance he said he wanted to speak to blind Bartemeus, even while the disciples were trying to get Bartemeus out of the way.  The throngs on the shoreline in this passage were God’s problem, not yours.  You just press into the kingdom of God, and don’t worry about solving problems.  (other examples: Noah’s Ark, The Exodus of the Jews, Daniel and the Lions den and the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace.)  Paul said “I press toward the mark for the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Seek God, press into the kingdom, and don’t take NO for an answer.  Improve your Bible study activity, memorize scripture, and be accountable to your chaplain or pastor and other spiritual leaders in your life.  Read testimonies of other Christian’s who have overcome adversity and live for God.  It is the Christian who presses into the kingdom who sees God’s victory in his life, and what an exciting life it is!!

#2 Let God Into All Areas of Your Life!

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

Peter had just finished listening to Jesus teach the multitude.  Clearly something or some things Jesus taught ministered to Peter, and his faith and confidence in Jesus as a spiritual teacher grew.  But now Jesus was asking him to do something that Peter believed himself to be more experienced at in the business world, namely fishing!  But here is the difference between Christian bench-sitters who don’t experience God’s abundance and those that do: Christians who live in victory believe God in all areas of their lives.  At a wedding in the Bible, Mary, the mother of Jesus, said these words in John 2:5: Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.  Serving God is not like a heavenly smorgasbord where you pick and choose what you want.  Rather, it is a life of obedience to Christ, and as truth is illuminated and the Holy Spirit places his finger on areas of your life that need changing, that we change.  This is a principle of victory.  Do not shut God out of any area of your life if you want to have victory on the highest plane possible.
#3  Be Honest With Yourself And God

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord

In Isaiah 6, Isaiah, who was a prophet to Israel and was diligently serving God, receives a heavenly vision, and beholds the holiness of the Lord.  This man, who probably the most righteous in Israel and even the world at that time, says, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.  Then consider King David, who was the sweet psalmsinger of Israel, who, as a man of God and living for God, descends into adultery, lying, and murder.  When confronted by the prophet Nathan, King David says to Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD.  Now Peter, a man who is only now coming into a knowledge of the Lord Jesus, sees the miracle, has just heard the teaching, and says to Jesus, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  God went on to use all three of these men (and many other men and women of the Bible) because they didn’t lie to themselves.  They did not compare themselves to other about how they were really doing “pretty good,” or use their position and wealth as a justification for what they were or had become, rather, they realized they fell far short of God’s standards and humbled themselves before him.  A principle of victory is to not lie to yourself or God.  Liars get nowhere in life or in the kingdom of God.  Face the truth and change, and experience God’s best.
#4  Follow Through On Your God-Given Vision.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

God shows his power to those humble, and he shows it not to put on a show, but to cause these men to do the work of the kingdom of God, namely, in this instance, becoming fishers of men.  You can be a nothing in the church world if you like.  You can make heaven without doing anything regarding good works.  Christians are saved by faith, and that not of themselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5,  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  Daniel writes of the end times in Daniel 11:32, … the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.  Do you want to be a Christian who is used of God, who does exploits in the name of the Lord, who lives in victory?  Then get serious with God.  Ask him to meet your need as you humble yourself before him.  Realize that he can take your experiences and use them for his glory.  You CAN fulfill God’s vision for your life!
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