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This lesson is taken from the parable of the good Samaritan as recorded in Luke 10:25‑37.  Jesus used over thirty parables in the Bible to communicate spiritual truths to the hearers.  Jesus always spoke to crowds in parables (Matthew 13:34‑35), and revealed more deeply the meaning of the parables to his disciples (Mark 4:33-34).  A parable is simply a story using fictitious characters and incidents from which a moral or truth can be drawn.  The root word "para" means "beside," and parable means "comparison," or to draw a truth along side (beside) a story.  

Luke 10:25‑37  And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him (Jesus), saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  26  He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?  27  And he (the lawyer) answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.  28  And he (Jesus) said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.  29  But he (the lawyer), willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor?  30  And Jesus answering said, "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him.  34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more when I come again, I will repay thee."  36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou (in your opinion), was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?  37  And he said, He that showed mercy on him.  Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Jesus' use of parables is truly amazing.  So much is said in so little words; also, the Holy Spirit can take the words and drive home a personal application to any Christian.  Thus the Bible becomes the "living word" as mentioned in many places throughout the scriptures (see Hebrews 4:12 for example).

Nonetheless, this teaching will focus on four dangers that every Christian must avoid.  These dangers can overcome him if he is not watching out for them.  The four dangers (and the remedy!) are as follows:

Danger #1 ‑ Head Knowledge Only
Note how this bright lawyer quoted from the scriptures the answer to Jesus' question!  He knew the scriptures.  Before his conversion experience, Saul (later Paul) knew the scriptures too (in his head) ‑ yet he was still throwing Christians in prison and looking on with satisfaction while Stephen was being killed (Acts 8:51‑9:3).  People today can quote the Bible forward and backward, yet their hearts are not changed.  They have knowledge in their head (like the lawyer), but they have no change of life.  James said that the devils (demons) also believe in God (James 2:19).  Knowing (in your head) that God exists is a long way from bringing fruit (works, deeds) "meet for (consistent with) repentance" (Matthew 3:8).

Danger #2 ‑ Legalism
The lawyer wanted to know who "specifically" was my neighbor.  The lawyer didn't want to waste any effort of expense ministering to anyone over the minimum necessary requirement.  This attitude belongs to those who seek their own benefit (meeting the standard to make it), while real ministry is seeking the benefit of others.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:5‑6 "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life."  Ultimately legalistic people get to the point where their conscience is "seared" (1 Timothy 4:2) and they no longer hear (or want to hear) the voice of God.

Danger #3 ‑ A Hardened Heart

Jesus used a priest (who is supposed to teach the things of God) and a Levite (a person from the priestly tribe) as examples of people who looked the other way when someone was in need.  The Bible has a lot to say about someone who turns his ear away from the cries of the poor and needy ("Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard." Proverbs 21:13).  Christians can fall prey to a hard heart when they continually focus on their own needs and not upon the needs of others.  When a Christian decides he's too busy or tired or "it's not his grace" to meet the needs of another, then he's on the road to "hardening of the hearteries."  James said, "Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works" (James 2:18).

Danger #4 ‑ Holding a Grudge
No one liked the Samaritans.  In this parable Jesus uses the "hero" of the story to be a person from the nation of Samaria.  The Jews utterly despised the Samaritans.  The Samaritans likewise detested the Jews.  Just a few verses earlier, in Luke 9:51‑56, Jesus purposed to pass through Samaria on a return trip to Jerusalem, but the Samaritans forbade it.  The disciples James and John recommended that the Lord "command fire to come down from heaven, and consume (destroy) them."  Shortly thereafter Jesus speaks this wonderful parable on kindness, and uses the Samaritan to do it!  What about you.  Can you think of anybody you'd like fire from heaven to destroy?  There is no place in a Christian's heart for unforgiveness.  God will not tolerate it!

The Remedy
So how does a Christian avoid these four dangers?  The answer is in the parable!  In verse 37 the lawyer answered that the Samaritan was the neighbor to the wounded man, because he helped him.  Jesus then said: "GO AND DO THOU LIKEWISE."  Put shoe leather to your faith.  Act on the things you know to be right, and God will add to that which you already have.
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