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It is God's purpose that men would be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Jesus Christ, Romans 8:29).  To do this, there is a progression, a journey that we can take.  This lesson describes that journey in three principal parts ‑ all beginning with the letter 'E'.

E Number One - EMPTY

Philippians 3:1-6  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it's safe.  2   Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.  3  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.  4  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh.  If any other man thinks that he has whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  5  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee  6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

The apostle Paul here describes to the reader how we should have "no confidence in the flesh."  Paul then describes his own qualifications, and that if anybody had a reason to believe that he was a good man, and right before a holy God, that it was he himself.  Paul said that he was a Pharisee (a religious leaders of that day).  Paul kept the law, had memorized entire books of Scripture, knew the Law frontward and backward, and obeyed it.  Paul kept the Jewish law to a tee.  He was without error.  But he realized he was EMPTY before a holy God, and that all of his works were not what was going to make him right with God.

Today, some men never realize that they are EMPTY.  Others do realize they are EMPTY, but that's as far as they get.  They seek pleasures however they can find them.  Some go into drugs and alcohol.  Others pour themselves into their jobs or education, some simply kill themselves.  The first step in the road to Christian maturity is recognizing that in and of yourself you are EMPTY and that you need more than you can provide for yourself.

E Number Two - EVERYTHING

Philippians 3:7-10  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,  9  And be found in him, not having my own righteousness, which is of the law, but what which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Paul realized he was empty, then he recognized that Jesus Christ was EVERYTHING.  All that Paul needed to be made right in God's eyes was receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Paul did this, and his testimony is recorded in Acts chapter nine.  When Jesus died on the cross, he said "it is finished" (John 19:30).  Jesus fulfilled the old covenant, and by his blood established a new covenant (Matthew 26:28, Hebrews 10:1-18). Jesus fulfilled EVERYTHING required by God for the sin of man.  Paul now wanted to "know him, and The power of his resurrection."  Paul's righteousness was no longer in his own credentials, but rather "through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith."

Have you made this step?  Are you solely relying on the finished work of Jesus Christ and his shed blood to bring you into a right standing before God?  If you have, and Christ is the sum of EVERYTHING that you are relying on for salvation, then it's time for the third 'E.'

E Number Three - EFFORT

Philippians 3:11-14  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

EFFORT is the third 'E' to Christian maturity.  Most (but not all) people recognize the first 'E.'  Of those, a few go on to the second 'E.'  But to be a mature Christian, someone who can extend the Kingdom of God, and be an asset to their local church rather than a liability, we need to go on to the third 'E,' and be ready to put our hand to the plow and work.

God has a plan for you.  God wants to use you in these last days.  God wants men to be "conformed to the image of His Son," and be someone who will tell a lost world about Jesus.  Someone needs to tell people about a Savior who loves them, who died for them, and who rose again.  And that takes work; it takes EFFORT.
BUT, remember this, you are not made right in God's eyes because you worked for it. Good works, labor and EFFORT come after we're Christians, after we call on Jesus Christ to cleanse us of our sins.  We do not work to be saved, we do not work to gain God's favor, we do not work so that God will love us more! God already loves us!

We want to be mature Christians.  And that takes EFFORT.  It takes EFFORT to read the Bible, to pray, to go to church, to tithe, to witness, to encourage, to build churches, to preach in the jails, to visit the sick, to provide for the poor.  It takes EFFORT to carry the gospel to the lost when you'd rather be sipping a soda, watching a movie, or just plain "doing your own thing."

Remember Acts chapter nine, the conversion of Paul?  Note verses 15 and 16, "But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he (Paul) is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake." Paul was going to suffer when he carried the gospel, and as you read through the New Testament you see exactly that.  Yet Paul served God with joy, because he was once EMPTY, he found fulfillment in Jesus Christ who was EVERYTHING, and, to be mature in Christ, Paul put out an EFFORT to accomplish God's will.  Paul did it.  So can you.  When adversity comes, serve God anyway.  Be a mature Christian; be used of God.  Make a difference!
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