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The orthodox Protestant Christian Church is in universal agreement regarding major doctrine, that is, about foundational and authoritative teaching. The Doctrine of God (Trinity), Deity of Christ, Salvation by Grace, The Resurrection, The Doctrine of Man and of Sin, The Blood of Christ, The Virgin Birth, The Authority of the Bible – these are all bedrock teachings that, in fact, define the Christian church. They deal directly with the nature and attributes of God, His relationship with mankind, and His will. 

Yet there remain some areas wherein the scriptures are not crystal clear, and as a result a portion or portions of the Bible appear to support a particular viewpoint, whereas other portions seem to support an alternate view. Again, there are other questions where there simply is not enough clear teaching, or light, to sustain a dogmatic position. This doesn’t prevent sincere Christians from taking a dogmatic position, whose end is usually wasted time and arguments.

Let’s explore some of these difficult theological questions and draw some conclusions. When scripture is not clear, an accepted interpretation technique is to call upon the understood nature of God and, using the theme of the scriptures draw reasonable conclusions. Let’s look into some such subjects.
Could Jesus Sin?

The scripture is very clear that Jesus did not sin. They are clear that he was tempted in all points as we are. He was tempted by the devil himself. Let us look at some key scriptures on this subject:
· Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
· 1 Peter 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth
· 1 John 3:5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.
Theologians have grappled with this question for hundreds and hundreds of years and I won’t solve it here! We know Christ was divine and also human. Like us he grew hungry, tired, and had emotions. So if this is the case, then surely he could have sinned, since men sin, so the logic goes. Yet if he could have sinned, how could he truly be God, so the other logic goes. This we know, Jesus was God in the flesh.
· 1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
· John 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
He was God in the flesh, that is not debated within orthodox Christianity. He did not sin. That too is not debated within the Christian community. But could He have sinned? In my mind, and this is my opinion, he could not have sinned. Sin held no appeal for the Son of God. Sin has great appeal to you and me, and we interpret the scriptures from our point of view (which is flawed). Christ the Lord knew the damage sin had caused, whereas you and I think we can get away with it. Christ knew the devil was behind sin and sorrow and came to defeat it.

· 1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Whether you conclude Christ could have sin or could not have sinned, whether he was indeed tempted
 to sin but resisted or simply had zero, zip, nada inclination toward sin at all, remember this: The reality is that he did not sin. The Holy Ghost lives in the believer and with that we can overcome sin. Romans chapter six describes this in detail; we can have victory over sin. Let us live holy lives, and rather than winning a theological argument, let us win over sin!

Can a Christian Lose Their Salvation?

This is the question also debated as “Once Saved, Always Saved.” Few theological questions engender as much passion as this one. In the end it’s a senseless argument, but that doesn’t prevent sincere Christians from hotly debating it. There is a mountain of evidence, from the scriptures, to support the following viewpoint:
· When a person is genuinely saved, they are saved forever and Heaven will be their home.

Here are some scriptures to support this position:

· John 10:27-29 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

· John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

· 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Now let us be clear that these are precious promises for the Christian. The Believer can count on these for their hope and salvation. The Bible teaches that whosoever shall call upon the Lord shall be saved, and when one does this, and confesses Christ according to Romans 10:9-10 they have every assurance of salvation according to the testimony of scripture. 
The hotly contested question comes when a person who has done all of the above, falls away and returns to a life of sin and iniquity. What becomes of them? The other camp holds this view, with supporting scriptures:

· A person can knowingly reject the gospel and thereby lose their salvation.

Here are some scriptures used to support this position:

· Hebrews 6:4-6 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 
· 2 Peter 2:20-22 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

This “Can a Christian Lose Their Salvation” question often reduces to what is meant by “genuinely being a Christian.” Having been a part of the prison community for now over 30 years I can personally attest to lives being genuinely changed, and others who have made a commitment leave the chapel service and have absolutely no change in their life. This happens in the free community also. How many persons come to the church altar for prayer but have no intention of changing or letting God change them. It’s just form and ritual. These persons are not “genuine” in their conversion.
There are umpteen examples in the Christian community, past and present, of persons who by their testimony, actions, fruit, and words would have covered all of the bases to be considered a believer, born again, saved from their sins, and a Christian. Yet even after years of being a part of the faith, they shipwreck, reject the gospel, involve themselves in gross sin, and seemingly have no consciousness toward God. When a person is in this situation, the once-saved-always-saved crowd pronounces that they were never really a Christian in the first place. The question then can be, how can you know anyone is then truly saved? So what is the conclusion of the matter?
Well, this question too has been debated for centuries, and I won’t solve it here. There are just too many scriptures that describe the assurance of salvation, and there are another host of Bible verses that detail behavior that will get a person landed in Hell – such as adultery, robbery, lying, and on and on. Those that practice those “shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

My conclusion: Both viewpoints are correct. A person who wants to remain faithful to Christ can remain so, they have the full assurance of salvation. They are saved once and they remain saved. They are Christ’s and nothing will change that. If they commit sin, they have forgiveness according to scriptures as they confess their sin, the Holy Ghost convicting them, and they are brought back into right relationship with God. Amen and amen! What a wonderful Savior. Too, if someone chooses to reject the gospel, to return to their vomit, and anyone who has been in the Christian camp for even a few years can point to persons in this state, then God will deal with them, and they are on thin ice, and they can remit the salvation they once had. This is my view. With hundreds of pages on the internet conclusively proving each of the two viewpoints, I conclude that both are right, within boundaries. There are many philosophical positions taken to support both views. My specific advice to anyone: Get saved, stay saved, get someone else saved. That’s a quote from Gen. William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army. Good advice. Stay faithful beloved, bear fruit, grow in grace, and make heaven your home on that day.
� Webster defines being tempted as ‘to entice to do wrong by promise of pleasure or gain: allure into evil’ which seems to mean that there is someone trying to lure you but doesn’t necessarily imply that you feel a desire to give in to the lure.
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