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Sometimes when a person comes to Christ they believe, and erroneously so, that because of their past they do not, and never will or should, receive the best that God has to offer.  This is regretful because God has a lot for His people.  We have to remember that God has already given His best when He gave us His Son.  Further, Jesus didn't come to condemn, but he came to save.  Jesus said in John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  Let us consider someone God reached out to, and the sin that they had been involved in, and the way that God treated them:

John 8:1-12  Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Jesus said in John 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  So let us understand that it is the devil (the thief) that is the destroyer, and that it is Jesus (God) who came and comes to give life to the full.  Some things to consider from the above scriptures are as follows:

Know About God For Yourself

John 8:4-5  They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

Religious people don't always know the truth of the gospel message.  To be a first class Christian you have to know for yourself what the truth is.  Every Christian should be reading his Bible and exposing himself to proven Christian teaching so that he may grow in their knowledge of God.  Reading and doing the teachings of the Bible builds faith in the reader.  The religious leaders of Jesus' day knew God as a harsh judge, thus they were harsh judges.  They had the wrong outlook then and some people in church leadership have the wrong view of God today also.  If you don't know the Bible for yourself, you can come to believe what other people say, and can be forced to believe that your something other than a first class Christian.

Christianity made people who were things (like adulterers) into real men and women, more, into sons and daughters of God; it gave those who had no respect, their self-respect; it gave those who had no life, life eternal; it told men that, even if they did not matter to other men, they still mattered intensely to God.  It told men who, in the eyes of the world were worthless, that, in the eyes of God they were worth the death of his only Son.  Christianity was, and still is, the most uplifting thing in the whole universe.  You learn this through reading the Bible for yourself, and learning about the wonderful God who loves you and gave his life for you.

God Already Knows Our Sin And Still He Seeks Us Out.

John 8:7  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said

unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

This may sound obvious, but God is not surprised at what you have done when you come to him asking forgiveness.  To look as some Christians you might think that they'll surprise God if they go into too much detail with him about what they were like in their past.  It is now incumbent upon a Christian to live a life under condemnation.  God knows what we've done.  Yet God still seeks us out.  Moses, David, and Paul all were murderers, yet they were greatly used and loved by God Almighty.  The Bible says in Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  Jesus reminded the religious people of that fact when he invited the first one without sin to cast the stone at the woman caught in adultery.  The apostle Paul, himself a home wrecker and murderer before he came to Christ, wrote in Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  You cannot live as a first class Christian if you live under condemnation for your past.  God already knows your past; therefore accept his forgiveness and live life to the full. I once read that .....


It is not what we eat but what we digest that makes us strong; 


not what we gain but what we save that make us rich; 


not what we read 
but what we remember that makes us learned; 


and not what we profess but what we practice that makes us Christians. 

Let me add that it is not our past that makes us righteous before God, but it is what Jesus did and our acceptance of that!  A Christian's sins are forgiven!  Act like it!!  Be a first class Christian!!!

God Understands And Does Not Condemn You

John 8:10-11  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,

Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, 

Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 
Every legalist, every doubter, everyone who thinks they aren't good enough for God, everyone who thinks they're lot in life is to fail should read these verses.  Who is the accuser in this passage?  It sure isn't God!  Is adultery a sin?  Yes.  Is there a price to pay for sin?  Yes.  Is your life over?  No.  Can God bless you and use you for his glory in his work on this earth?  Yes.  Do we know, as Christians, have a responsibility to live right?  Yes.  If we mess up does that mean that God is tired of us and is through with us?  No.  The apostle John said in 1 John 1:8-9  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  That is, ALL unrighteousness.  You will never be the man God has called you to be if you let your past ruin your future.  Perhaps some mistakes were made.  Perhaps some relationships were damaged or even ruined.  But that does not mean that God cannot or will not bless you as you purpose to follow him.  Accept his forgiveness, and don't let yourself be condemned.  First class Christians are not living under a cloud of God's wrath, rather they live in his full blessings.

God Invites Us To Walk In His Light
John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world:

he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

The invitation is open to every man, regardless of color, age, or background!  Do you want the light of life?  How is God supposed to give you only some of his blessings or light?  Obviously he cannot and does not want to.  If you're a Christian, then hold your head up high, walk like a first class Christian, and enjoy being a child of God.  It is there for you.  Do not be deceived into thinking that you are destined to be something less than a first class Christian.  God loves you and wants to give you the abundant life that Jesus came to give.


An author has written, "The best argument for Christianity is Christians -- their joy, their certainty, their completeness.  But the strongest argument against Christianity is also Christians -- when they're self-righteous and smug in complacent consecration.  When they're narrow and repressive, then Christianity dies a thousand deaths."  I might add that when a Christian is living as a second class citizen of God's kingdom that the cause of Christ suffers also.  Our salvation is in Jesus, let us show the world that we are all first class Christians by how we act and live.
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