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Paul the Apostle said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. But what has passed away? One thing is sin – which is now forgiven, and another is attitudes. What is new? Again, attitudes, which lead to behavior, are become new. Freedom from sin is new. How we treat others is new. How we spend our money and time is new. But we come into the kingdom of God with bad habits and attitudes inconsistent with Christian living. The scriptures teach us much about living right, and this message deals with 10 areas of Christian living, and why we should live them, and how we can live them.
#1 Walk In Newness of Life
Romans 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  We should walk in newness of life because this is our privilege. To have to carry guilt throughout your life would be most miserable. There are no second-class Christians. We are born again into God’s glorious kingdom, and we have that confidence from him that loved us and gave himself for us.
#2 Walk by Faith

2 Corinthians 5:7  For we walk by faith, not by sight.  God’s timing is perfect, yet sometimes when we pray we want something now and we don’t get it. We can begin to doubt God. But we are admonished to walk by faith. If we will believe the promises of God, and believe God is on our side, then we can go through dark times without lashing out, becoming bitter or confused, breaking the law, or shipwrecking our faith. 

#3 Walk In the Spirit

Galatians 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  We want to walk in the Spirit because we want to be led by God. God indwells us by his Holy Spirit. God leads, God teaches, God corrects, God matures us as we cooperate with him. 

#4 Walk in Love

Ephesians 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savor.  One application of walking in love is in our relationship to others. We are to love the brethren, we are to love the lost and desire for them to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. We are also to love God, and give thanks continually. We are to be men of peace and reconciliation.
#5 Walk in the Light

Ephesians 5:8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.  God’s ways are different than man’s ways. Man wants revenge, man is selfish, man harbors unforgiveness, man wants a divorce, man takes what is not his… But Christ tells us to love our enemies, that we are to prefer others above ourselves, that we are to forgive others as he has forgiven us. To walk in darkness is to behave worldly, to walk in the light is to behave godly.
#6 Walk Cautiously

Ephesians 5:15  See then that ye walk circumspectly (cautiously aware), not as fools, but as wise.  Any military soldier on the battlefield, even when the bullets are not flying, is walking aware of the dangers ahead. So too as a Christian we live in a fallen world where godlessness abounds. We must be on guard and aware lest we fall into sin. The world encourages us to fall into sin. We must walk cautiously. We are IN the world, but we are not OF the world. 
#7 Walk Worthy of the Lord
Colossians 1:10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.  God is interested in growth. God prunes us like a husbandman prunes a tree. He discards the old growth, the part that no longer is bearing fruit, so that what remains will bear even more fruit. This is a cooperative effort between us and God. You MUST be growing. It is a reasonable expectation!

#8 Walk in Wisdom

Colossians 4:5  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  Knowing what to do is one thing, knowing how and when to do it requires wisdom. The Proverbs speak much of wisdom, and its value. James 1:5 says if any lack wisdom let him ask of God. Soulwinners need much wisdom – it’s not an easy work yet we are commanded to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. We plan, we pray, we go trembling, but we go!
#9 Walk After His Commandments

2 John 6  And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.  The scriptures say that the commandments of the Lord are not grievous. We CAN walk after his commandments! To know his commandments we have to read of them in the Bible, and also be taught through word and demonstration. You can’t win any athletic competition if you don’t know the rules, and you can’t win in the kingdom of God if you don’t know the commandments.

#10 Walk in Truth

3 John 4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.  Walking in the truth is the complete package. This includes all of the nine above. Jesus is declared to be “full of grace and truth.” To walk in the truth we are growing, we are confident, we are following the commandments, we are living worthy and behaving properly, we are doing everything listed above, and it can be done. The person being written to in 3 John 4 were doing it, and so can we!
So how do we do this? Let’s consider 10 ways to begin and sustain our Walk as a Christian (life habits and practices):
1. Exposing ourselves to teaching & preaching; building on a good foundation. Keep building!
2. Prayer – individual and corporate. Learn to pray alone and in a group. Lead in prayer!
3. Fellowship with the saints. Spend time with persons who help you grow. Iron sharpens iron!
4. Seeking out mentors for accountability – sharing our faults as well as our dreams. Counsel!
5. Church affiliation – a place to serve and give; a place for you and your family. Participate!
6. Speaking and singing to ourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. Sing out!
7. Bible reading, Bible study, and meditation on the scriptures. Learn the ways of our God!
8. Ministry – evangelism, helps, service. Get involved in what God is doing!
9. Daily discipline and daily decisions to learn, to hear, to see. Don’t go where it is slippery!
10. Acquiring resources – books, tapes, articles, tracts, studies, biographies, etc. Always grow!
Even if we got off to a bad start in life, we can have a great finish. Consider the words of Paul the apostle in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
In closing, let’s hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ in Revelation 3:4  Thou hast a few names even in Sardis (“Shelton”) which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. Let us live holy lives for Jesus, and walk with him now and forever more.
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