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The uninformed often refer to the Bible as being written by men.  This is true in respect to who actually did the writing, but the Bible says that the scriptures were given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16) and were not the results of any man's private interpretation (2 Peter 1:21).  But the Ten Commandments were originally written by God Himself.  The Ten Commandments are not the Ten Suggestions.  Obedience to these commandments will bring blessings; disobedience will bring a curse.  Let us consider the Ten Commandments.

Exodus 20:1-20  And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's.
#1  You shall have no other gods before Me.
The surrounding nations had all sorts of gods that they served.  There was a god for any and everything one could imagine.  Bad company corrupts good morals.  Just because we live in a fallen world does not mean we have to practice its sinful ways.  How can we transgress this commandment?  By putting any other thing before God Almighty.  This can be our own pride, our possessions, our money, our lusts.  Whatever we depend on more than God can become a god to us, and that is NOT what God wants!

#2  You shall not make for yourself a carved image.

God will not be worshiped with statues, idols, pictures, or any other religious symbol.  God is a spirit, and is not housed in a body made by men.  To set up statues conveys just the opposite of the way it really is-- that God is infinite, almighty, and is spirit.  God is approached by faith, not by images.

#3  You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.

When you profess Christ, yet live in hypocrisy, you are taking God's name in vain.  Those that name the name of Christ, yet do not forsake their wicked ways, but continue to practice sin, are guilty of this commandment.  Take God serious, and purpose to live for Him, and really mean it!

#4  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
The example goes all the way back to creation.  God finished the work of creation in six days, and on the seventh He rested.  The physical benefits to resting one day a week are well documented.  The spiritual renewal that can take place is also proven in those who seek the Lord and His service on this Sabbath day also.  It is so beneficial that God included it in the Ten Commandments!

#5  Honor your father and your mother.
This is noted as the first commandment with a promise, and that promise is a long life!  Jesus also referred to this commandment Matthew chapter 15.  Whether or not your parents were good to you is not the issue.  Your part is to honor them, and in so doing God will command His blessing to be upon you.  It is so very important for a Christian to honor their parents!

#6  You shall not murder.
Matthew Henry's commentary says:

"You shall not do any thing hurtful or injurious to the health, ease, and life of your own body, or any other person's unjustly.  It does not forbid killing in lawful war, or in our own necessary defense, but it forbids all malice and hatred to the person of any, and all personal revenge arising therefrom."

#7  You shall not commit adultery.
If this commandment was obeyed, their would be, for the most part, no AIDS crisis and no abortion issue.  God warned man, but men chose to go their own way and thus we have our current situation.  This sin defiles the body and will lead to heartache and destruction as sure as if we inflicted physical injury to ourselves.

#8  You shall not steal.
This does not need much explanation.  Stealing is wrong.  It is an invasion of anothers' labor.  It violates the supreme law that one must work for what they have, or be given possessions by a benevolent person or persons.  Again, stealing is wrong, and God sees what is stolen.

#9  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
One must not lie to others, or attempt even to deceive them.  Racial slurs are also wrong from this commandment.  Slandering, gossiping, backbiting; trying to raise one's own reputation at the expense of anothers is a breach of this commandment.

#10  You shall not covet.
This commandment forbids the lusting after that which is rightfully someone else's.  Whether it is someone else's wife, property, position, or possessions, we must not covet after them.  These are inordinate desires that need to be brought to Christ so that we can be cleansed and forgiven, and given divine strength to overcome a covetous attitude.

So why did God give the Ten Commandments?  The Bible says in 1 John 5:3, For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous (burdensome).  In the same twentieth chapter of Exodus, just following the Ten Commandments, Moses says to the people:  "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin."  God's commandments are given for us to live better lives before Him with whom we have to do (Hebrews 4:13).  They are for our benefit, so that we may not sin, so that we will better know His love and nearness.

PAGE  
2

