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     Road Ride Report


	Event
	Saturday training ride to Snoqualmie Pass 

	Objective
	· Training for STP
· Mind over Matter training

· Bicycle handling skills test Accent and Decent.


	Venue
	Issaquah, Wa to Snoqualmie Pass, Wa

	UST Personnel
	Bad Brad Barnard & Wobbly Bob Jordan

	Contacts
	Anyone on the ride.

	Date of Event
	June 23, 2007
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Executive Summary
A beautiful day 64 degrees at start from Issaquah park and ride, 72 degrees finish.  We should call this an EPIC ride.  80 miles in 8 hours, for a 10 mile an hour average speed.  Bad Brad was visibly shaken by riding for 8 hours on a day that he thought would be 4-4.5 hour ride. Great Fun was had by all. 
Local Attractions
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Chevron Station at the top of Snoqualmie Pass.  Purvyor of fine gas and foods.  Beautiful scenery along I-90. 
Background
The ride was riddled with flat tires and way too much debris on the side of the freeway.  We pushed a good pace to the pass and didn’t have many mishaps yet.  At the pass turn around the fun really began.  
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THE SPECTACULAR CRASH – As we headed back down the decent Bad Brad and Josh K. put the pedal to the metal and smoked down the switchback turns of the Old Snoqualmie Pass highway (Denny Creek-now), completely unaware that Bombing Bob Jordan had devised a plan to pass the kids and put them squarely in their place.  “I thought a rocket flew past me”, said Bad Brad and Josh K. added, “He just came out of nowhere.”  Bob really had the hammer down and passed the boys like they were standing still, but Bob didn’t quite know the terrain that was about to hit him.  Slamming into the final hairpin turn on the hill, Bob makes a rookie mistake and locks up his back brake, causing him to skid for a very short distance, but long enough to mess up his exit to the turn.  As he was making the corrections to navigate the new trajectory of his machine, he glanced up to see a car getting ready to make a left hand turn!  Rather than making the choices of a finely tuned bike racer and either cut the car off or go down the right side of the car, Bob chooses to again crank on the brakes and send himself hurtling out of control.  It was all guts and no brains! At the first application of the brake, he could have almost controlled the skid and righted himself, but he persisted on the brakes until hitting the edge of the pavement.  At this point Bob was rocketing towards a meeting with a big tree, but he gathers his survival skills together and preserved his life for another day, narrowly missing the tree. Mr. Jordan became as acrobatic as Mary Lou Retton, and somersaulted to a nice final resting place.

Amazingly, Bob Jordan was unscathed, except for a scratch on his leg (the only part of him to touch the big tree)!  All that witnessed this crash were amazed at God’s great grace and mercy during this incident.  Bob’s bike however did not come through the ordeal quite as well.
The rear wheel of his bike looked a little like a limp taco!  Thinking that Bob’s day was done, Bad Brad decided to give an old mountain biking trick a try.  He took the wheel and beat it three times on the tree, to see if he could knock some shape back into this poor wheel.  It Worked!  Bob tightened a couple of spokes and the master engineer was back on the road. 35 more miles, mostly downhill, and mostly at 30 mph were just ahead! The wobbly wheel made it to the finish line!
The rest of the ride was agonizing, as the flats came fast and furiously!  We made it back to the cars with one slight mishap, when Wobbly Bob couldn’t get his foot out of his clip and tipped over bending and ruining his handle bars. 
Observations
Bob needs more training!

Report Prepared by: Bad Brad


Date: July 9, 2007
Spectacular crashes even happens to pros. Always wear your helmet!





Down but not out… Bad Brad resurrected the potato-chip wheel!





Tranquil Snoqualmie Summit – Scene of the Spectacular Crash.
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