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International Missions

Conference Teaching Notes

Two-Day Conference for New International Prison Volunteers

Recommendations For Conference Presenters:
· Add in your own personal illustrations regarding your subject.

· Keep the energy level UP!!! Gesture, move around, raise your voice, show enthusiasm!!!

· Copy and paste your topic and add your own speaking notes to use on the intl. field.

· The current speaker introduces the next speaker.

· Be sure to work within your time frame.

· Rehearse before you get to the field! Practice using an interpreter for cadence and content.

· Using American slang, poetry, rhymes, etc. doesn’t work well with an interpreter!

· If you stumble just pick up and move forward.

· Do not waste conference speaking time by saying useless things (e.g. “I’m trying to fit this all in because my time is short…”).

· If your conference time is adjusted down, be prepared and move through the material quickly.
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Introductions and Opening
(Bob)

Introduce the Team

· Bob Jordan, Don Szolomayer, Dennis Wilson, Mark Youngs
· All will be speaking in this Conference. All have prepared diligently for this day. 

Introduction

· Good Morning Beloved, it is certainly  a pleasure to be here with you today to share all that God is doing in the jails and prisons across the world! 

· I’m on the Board of Directors for Prisoners For Christ. I have been involved in jail and prison ministry for 30 years.  

· The Lord called me to jail and prison work when I was inside a prison as a volunteer playing sports. The Holy Spirit came over me and spoke to me – saying I’d be involved in jail and prison work. He gave me a love for the prisoner that day, and it’s never gone away! After being in prison ministry for 15 years through the local church I learned of Prisoners For Christ. I met with Rev. Greg Von Tobel, our President, and joined on the spot. It was a happy, happy day!

Greetings from the Inside Church

So today, I bring personal greetings from our brothers and sisters in the Lord from the American inmate church.  I’ve ministered in American prisons with every person on our team today, and the inmates in many jails and prisons are praying for us and for you. They know we are holding this conference with PFC volunteers in India and that we are visiting prisons and they are fasting and praying for all of us!

Testimonies

· I was born and raised in a home that didn’t go to church except once per year. My parents eventually divorced.

· Through secondary school I was not a Christian, though I thought I was…

· In my first year of college I was doing poorly in my grades and my health was not good.

· I went to a Christian meeting and the speaker spoke from Matthew 25 – and on the spot I realized the Bible was true and God was real and I didn’t know who he was!
· Leslie; 8 children, 6 girls and 2 boys. Oldest is 24, second oldest is 22 and recently married, youngest is a 5-year old girl.

· I’m a licensed professional engineer and am Vice President of Research and Development for a design and manufacturing company in Washington state.

1. Before being a Christian I virtually flunked out of college.

2. After being a Christian, I graduated top in my class in Mechanical Engineering.

· For four months I pastored a church while working and raising a family. God is gracious, amen!

About PFC

(Don)

Testimony on coming to Christ, family and work life.

Mission Statement

“Impacting the Global Prison Community for His Glory”

We are dedicated to taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the prisons of the world.

· The Primary Mission of this ministry is to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the jails, prisons, and juvenile institutions nationally and internationally as the Lord leads.

Hebrews 13:3 Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners.
· The Secondary Mission of this ministry is to lift up, to encourage, to disciple, and to teach Christians who are behind bars.

1 Thessalonians 3:2  We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith.
· The Third Mission of this ministry is to lift up, to encourage, to train and equip our volunteers and ex-offenders to carry on the ministry to prisoners.

2 Timothy 2:2  And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

Over the last 5 years the lord has opened up the doors for us to go to the 4 corners of the world where we have office in 12 countries.

God is doing an incredible work in the prisons of the world and revival is breaking out.

Stats on PFC- last year we had 262,000 inmates attend our PFC services with over 32,000 coming to know the Lord. Our volunteers are conducting over 6 services per day around the world. The sun never sets on Prisoners For Christ!

And . . . And, last year, we had over 11,000 men women and children accept the Lord Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior for the first time.  Can anyone say amen to that?  

At Prisoners For Christ we believe in training. Shortly you will hear from all of our team teaching during this conference. You are about to participate in Prisoners For Christ University. We believe in training because the Bible teaches that we are to train and equip the saints to do the work of the ministry. 

When the volunteer is trained and equipped, the volunteer has the best opportunity to be effective in their ministry to prisoners. There’s a special considerations for jail and prison ministry – our team will share on those specifics so you can be effective in ministry!

Let me ask you a couple of questions.

Who in the group is actively doing prison ministry right now?

Who have never done prison ministry?

Who has traveled the farthest? Kilometers?

Matthew 25

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Prayer for the Day
Why Do Prison Ministry - 3 Reasons

(Dennis)

Testimony on coming to Christ, family and work life.

Reason #1: Because it’s Biblical 

· Not all churches have prison ministry. Why not?

· When we ask ourselves why do prison ministry we are only interested in what God’s Word has to say.

· The Apostle Paul wrote about 2/3 his writings of the NT from prison.

· The scriptures are clear on why we do prison ministry

· Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?  The King will reply, I tell you the truth, 'whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine', you did for me.  Matthew 25:34-40 
· Kindness shown to the poor and incarcerated IS an act of worship. Ministering to the inmate is ministering to the poorest of the poor.
· Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners.  Hebrews 13:3

· The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  Luke 4:18

· So if the son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:36

Why Do Prison Ministry- 

Reason #2: Changed Lives

The Lord is a God of restoration, mercy and forgiveness. It is His desire that none perish but all come to the knowledge of His son Jesus Christ

1.   Prodigal Son – LK 11: 13-22

· His father welcomed him back from his season of irresponsible living.

Vs. 32 “ It is right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found

2.   Demon Possessed Man – Mk 5:1-20
Why Do Prison Ministry
Reason #3: Because it’s a Missions Field

1. Prison is unlike any other ministry.  It is truly a missions field right in your own neighborhood.

2. As we have traveled the World, we believe the prisons of the countries are the last frontier of missions.

3. The harvest fields are ripe unto harvest.

4. As pastors of your churches, you can be training your people to go to the missions field of the jails & prisons.  They don’t have to leave their country or region.

5. My job is to mobilize the local churches of foreign countries to send their people into the prisons.

6. Many people in churches around the world are asking themselves how they can serve.

· Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.
· Luke 10:2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

· Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Code of Conduct

(Mark)

Testimony on coming to Christ, family and work life.

Basic do’s and don’ts of prison ministry

· We maintain an Excellent reputation with each of the institutions that we work in.
· If we didn’t respect the rules, we will be kicked out and no one will hear the Gospel
· Most important be people of integrity and respect the rules of the institution.

1 Peter 2:13  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man.

Code of Conduct

Clearance Procedures

1. For entry into the Prison/Correctional Facility, have your National Identity Card for I.D. If you forget your I.D/Permit you will not be allowed entry. 
2. All volunteers will be subject to background investigation prior to admittance. 
Contraband

3. No items,  whatsoever, are to be given to inmates or taken from inmates unless approved by the Administration Officer prior to admittance. Everything is considered contraband. You are normally allowed a Bible, pen, and scratch pad. This Is A Rule That Is Punishable By Fine And / Or Imprisonment!!!
4. Do not send money or any other gift to any inmates. Be kind but firm in this area.
Your Relationship with the Prison Staff

5. Wait patiently for an officer to assist you. Realize that officers are frequently very busy  and their priorities must come first. 
6. Officers are in control of the security and safety of all volunteers and prisoners. Cooperate with their duties and directions, Practice courtesy with officers and inmates.
7. Bring Special problems or difficulties to your group leader. Experiencing problems does not reflect on your ability to render an effective service in any facility. 
Your Relationship with the Inmate

8. Do not loiter in hallways or doorways. Stay together.
9. You are here to provide a specific service. Do not become involved in the personal affairs of any prisoners. Do not attempt to accomplish tasks for inmates, which fall outside the service. Do not make contact with a prisoner’s family, family, friends, or attorneys. 
11. Remember your mission is to share Jesus Christ. Many inmates are lonely people, and it is for them to respond to Christian kindness in the wrong way. If your intentions are made clear from the start, you will be able to avoid misunderstanding.

12. Do not let an inmate play on your sympathy, good intentions, or sense of guilt. You are the one directing the content of the conversation.
13. Do not ask about the reason for the person’s incarceration.
Your Role & Expectation as a PFC Volunteer

16. As a volunteer, periodically review your call to this ministry with an open mind. There is a maturity process that entails “mountain top and valley experience” that can result in a workable reality of obedient service.
17. Be punctual and regular in attendance  as the success of your future endeavor rests greatly on your credibility, consistency, and integrity. 
18. Dress should be very modest. Ask your group leader what is best to wear.
19. Keep your word, know the rules and regulations as it relates to the limitations of your ministry. Do not promise things that you may not be able to follow through on.
Miscellaneous

20. Do not take wallets, purses, keys, or money into the institution. Remember you will need your identification always.
21. Stick with it, constantly pray for the discernment of the Holy Spirit, and above all—BE A FRIEND! Remember you are Ambassadors of Christ.

Four Divisions of Ministry

(Don)

PFC Has 4 Divisions
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1. Life VEST – Life in Christ; ministry through Visiting, Equipping, Supporting, and Transitioning. 
2. As we begin new ministry, we focus on Visit and Equip only!

· Visit

· Religious Services Division (Evangelism)

· In Prison Church Services and Bible Studies

· In Prison Concerts

· One to One Visitation Outreach

· Equip

· Literature for Discipleship (Inmates)
· Tracts and 2-Year Bible Study Correspondence Course
· In-Prison Bible Colleges

· Prisoners For Christ University (Volunteers)

· International Prison Conferences
· Support 

· Family Services Division

· Children; Wives of Inmates Outreach
· Transition
· Standing Stones Ministries (Clean and Sober Home)

· Work, Discipleship, Life Skills, Breaking Addictions

· Church Connecting – Men’s Groups, etc.

Proverbs 29:18


Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

3 Different Types of Programs

1. Church Services   

· Mostly for Prison Church members and any others who would like to attend 

· Prayer, Worship, Preaching, Alter call and fellowship

· Held in a Chapel or multipurpose area

2. Bible Study
· Small group setting 

· May incorporate same service elements.

· Focus on disciplining Christian believers in good doctrine and biblical tenants of faith

3. Crusades/Musical Concerts
· Large groups of general population 

· Evangelistic approach and preaching

· Focus on salvation

How is the Service Divided?
1. Prayer before going in.

2. Fellowship with the inmates.

3. Introduction of PFC.

4. Song worship.

5. Preaching / Bible Study.

6. Altar Call.

7. Prayer time.

8. Fellowship.

What are the Team Roles?

1. Group Leader.

2. Assistant Group Leader.

3. Worship Leader.

4. Prayer Support.
Minimum 2 on team.

Working With Staff at the Institution

(Dennis)

1. Working with staff is key for the longevity of the ministry
2. They are our mission field too!

a. Share testimonies of staff coming to know Jesus after over-hearing the message

3. Keeper of the front door!
4. Bad attitude toward staff is a poor witness and will bring problems.
Qualities Of A Good Volunteer According to Staff Officers

BE ETHICAL  Follow the rules of the institution, act as a role model to offenders.

BE A GOOD LISTENER  Listening to what offenders say makes their words valuable and enhances their self-esteem.

BE EMPHATHETIC, BUT NOT GULLIBLE  Empathy is listening with the intent to understand, but does not mean believing everything you hear.  Over-identifying with an offender may put the volunteer in a compromising position and lead to offender manipulation.

BE RESPECTFUL  Volunteers must simultaneously respect offenders as individuals and believe in their capacity to change while avoiding all prejudices or feelings of superiority.

BE GENUINE  Be clear and talk without using words that have double meanings.

BE PATIENT  The security of the institution takes first priority.  If your schedule is changed due to unexpected issues, then be flexible.  This will earn the respect of offenders and staff alike.

BE TRUSTWORTHY  Make only promises you can keep.  Lost trust is next to impossible to regain.  Showing up on time, attending meetings regularly, following the rules, and assisting staff in holding offenders responsible for their actions goes a long way toward building trust.

BE OBJECTIVE  You will hear differing stories and perspectives from offenders and staff alike.  Do not take sides or ever interfere with an officer in the performance of their duties. 

What it is to be a Volunteer?

(Mark)

The backbone of the ministry is our Volunteers!

1. A volunteer is a servant of the Lord.

· Eph 6:6-8 - Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.
2. A volunteer is a warrior.

· Gideon, Judges 6-8
3. A volunteer is committed.
· Paul, 2 Cor. 11:23 – 29.

4. A volunteer has the right motives. 

Jesus our example:

· Phil 2:7, 8 - but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
5. A volunteer has integrity of Heart

· Elisha/Naaman/Gehazi  2 King 5
How do you communicate commitment to a volunteer?

1. Communicate clearly what your expectations are:

A. Pick up time.

B. Start time.

C. Lengths of Service.

2. Ask them to pray.
3. Biblical – Let your yes be yes.

What do you do when a volunteer fails to show up?
· Persevere – endurance - Heb 10:36 - For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.
· Fight the good fight of faith – 1 Ti 6:12, Phil. 3:14 
Group Leader Responsibilities

(Bob)

1. The Group Leader is responsible for training their volunteers in all aspects of prison and jail ministry.
2. The Group Leader is responsible for giving out assignments to his volunteers for next meetings responsibilities; Bible Study Leader, Song Leader, Prayer Leader, Testimony…

3. The Group Leader is responsible for providing leadership continuity and camaraderie for their group.

4. The Group Leader is the actual authority figure to the inmates in any prison setting.  A balance between mercy and strength needs to be exercised. 

5. The Group Leader is the only one who should apply discipline to an inmate or a volunteer.

6. The Group Leader is the only one who may summon a guard to expel an inmate for disciplinary reasons. 

7. The Group Leader is responsible for completing required paperwork at any institution. 

8. The Group Leader is responsible for completing Prisoners For Christ Service Reports.

9. The Group Leader is responsible for training volunteers to ultimately replace the group leader or be a group leader for a new team.
10. The Group Leader is responsible for understanding the full scope of the Code of Conduct and to apply discipline to volunteers.

11. The Group Leader is responsible for understanding the full scope of services provided by Prisoners For Christ.

12. The Group Leader is responsible for making sure an altar call is made.
13. The Group Leader is responsible to have his family and business life in order.
14. The Group Leader is responsible to continue a commitment to mature as a Christian and community person. 

15. The Group Leader is responsible to be actively recruiting volunteers for the ministry.

16. Consistent with Christian accountability, the group leader must provide sufficient notice to the PFC office if he is to resign his role as group leader.  Depending on the institution and balance of the team, this could be anywhere from one to six months.

Concerning Preaching and Teaching

(Bob)

1. Why Preaching?

(Mat 4:17)  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Because Jesus preached!  The best thing you can do for the poor, the prison inmate, the brokenhearted, and the sick and wounded is to preach Christ to them!

2. What Is The Principle Subject Of Preaching?

(Acts 5:42)  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

The principle subject of preaching is the central person of the Bible, Jesus Christ.

3. Who Should Be Preached To?

(Mark 16:15)  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Everyone that doesn’t know Christ!  That’s why there are missionaries that go overseas and men and women who go into the prisons and onto the streets and to their neighbors.

4. Who Does The Preaching?

(Rom 10:15)  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

People that God calls to preach.

5. Why Teaching?

(Luke 5:1, 3)  And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he [Jesus] stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  3  And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

We teach for the same reason Jesus taught, and that is because people need to be taught.

6. What Subjects are Taught?

· Jesus

(2 Pet 3:18)  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
We teach about Jesus Christ, the one who died for the sin of the world, and was raised again!

· Christian Spirituality

(1 Cor 3:1-3)  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

We teach how to develop as a Christian, to become mature.
· Christian Ethics

(John 13:34-35)  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

(Rom 12:1-2)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

We teach people how to behave as a Christian.

· Christian Doctrine

(2 Tim 3:16-17)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

(2 Tim 2:15)  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Evangelism and Discipleship

(Mark)
· Leading others to Christ is what we have been commanded to do by the Lord. You are His hands, His feet and His mouth in this place. 
Mk. 16:15 – Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.

Mt. 28:19 – Go therefore and make disciples of all nations

Lk. 24:47-48 – and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name beginning at Jerusalem And you are witnesses of these things.

Jn. 20:21 – Peace to you. As the Father has sent Me I also send you.

· Keep you’re witnessing simple - Tell your story:

(What He has done for you) and tell His story as written in the Word of God. These two truths can never fail you.

Rm. 1:16- 17 – For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…for in it the righteousness of God is revealed.

· You are the Church in this place. God has appointed you for such a time as this, use every opportunity to show the love of Christ.
Mt. 5:13-15 – You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

· Be a disciple-maker by teaching those who are new believers some good habits and practices in their walk with God.

· How to Pray – Mt. 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
· Spend quite time with God – Is 40:31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
· How to study the Word – take notes, word studies, book studies, character studies, concordance, cross reference, etc.

· Teach them to memorize scripture: Ps. 119:10-11 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
· To be over-comers, resist temptations, be accountable. Rev. 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
How to Start a Prison Ministry
(Don)

1. Pray for direction. Pray unceasingly

2. Determine what type of Prison ministry you are being called to.

3. RESEARCH the institutions near you. Where are the prisons near you in your district?

4. Pray & Fast for God’s favor as you approach the officials of the institutions for permission to enter.

To obtain permission.  Coordinate with your national director Talk to Officers in charge, District Commissioners and staff about starting a service. 

5. Recruit others to come with you. – EXODUS – Moses Chpt 18
2 Tim 2:2

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

4. Have a vision for growing the ministry.

Without a vision the people will perish

Proverbs 29:18




How to Grow the Ministry
(Don)

1. Pray for the harvesters to come along.

2. Pray for the vision of expanding to other institutions.

3. Have a Kingdom Perspective. - 1 Cor 4:20

For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 

4. Train & Equip your volunteers continually. Ep. 4:11, 12

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up

5. Expand to other prisons in the region.
The Importance of the PFC Network

(Dennis)

1. What Is a Network?

Illustration: Cell phones & Cell Phone Towers.

2. What is the PFC Network?


1,100 Volunteers

3. Why is this Important?

A.  One tower can’t stand alone.

B.  If one tower goes down, the entire network goes down.

C.  There are no Lone Ranger Christians in PFC.

4. How long does it take to build?

5. What are the benefits of being a part of it?

A. Strength in numbers

B.
 Part of team- Connectedness, Unity

C. Prayer coverage

D. Strength in training

E. Camaraderie

6. What are the benefits to the inmates?

A. Transfers - Breaking down the walls when inmates are transferred

Give It Up!
(Mark)
Consecration is an act of dedicating someone or something for God’s use. Jesus modeled for our example 5 steps He took when He consecrated His life to Father God: 

1) Baptism

2) Consecration

3) Battle 

4) Victory

5) Power

Matthew 3:16-17 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.  And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Matthew 4:1-10 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And when He had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, afterward He was hungry.  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”   But He answered and said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If you are the Son of God , throw yourself down.  For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘ In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus said to Him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said to Him ,”All these things are I will give You if you will fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you Satan!  For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”
If you’ve been water baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, then your next step is consecration.  Dedicate everything you have to the Lord.  There are three areas of Consecration: 

· Self

· Relationships

· Materialism.

1 Chronicles 29:5 Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the Lord?
Obviously from this scripture the Lord wants our lives to be dedicated to Him.  It’s one thing to have Jesus be our Savior, to be saved and have our name written in the Book of Life.  It’s quite another thing to have Jesus be the Lord of our lives.  To be consecrated to the Lord means just that, He is to be the focus of everything in our lives.

II Corinthians 5:15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

Matthew 10:38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;” 

By consecrating the people and things that are important to us to God, we put them under our spirit so that there is nothing between God and us.  This is God’s desire for us.

Matthew 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of me.  And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

Sounds harsh, doesn’t it?  Are you giving them life, helping them breathe, and making their heart beat?  The Lord has given them life, so dedicate them to Him and advance in your spiritual walk. Of course you still love them, but if your relationships are more important than the Lord, He can’t use you to do His work in this world.  If you are one of God’s prayer warriors, you can protect them in the spiritual realm!

Finally, address the area of Materialism or the things in our lives.  This was the stumbling block of the rich young ruler in Luke 18 and it is the stumbling block for many in America.  Consecrate all these to the Lord and the enemy will have no foothold.

I mention the enemy here because the next step is battle.  The enemy does not want you to live for the Lord, he wants to keep your soul in bondage.  He fears what the Lord can do through you to advance His kingdom on the earth.  This is a world at war: Good vs. Evil.  The attack will always come in your area of weakness.  Look at the areas he attacked Jesus: His hunger (body), His pride (soul), His worship (spirit). 

James 4:7 Therefore submit to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

1 John 5:5 Who is he that overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Onward Christian soldier!  Claim your victory!  It’s a process and lifestyle, not an event. God’s blessings come new every morning, and so do the attacks. After victory comes power, you will have the anointing.  Check your Bible, Jesus performed no miracles until He had gone through the battle and emerged victorious.

Finally, I want to share with you a description of Christian life given by George Foreman in his book, “God In My Corner.”  He said ”when you button your shirt, if you get the top button fastened in the correct buttonhole, all the others fall into place.  But if you don’t get that top button right, all of the other buttons will be out of line.  When God becomes your top priority, you’ll be amazed at how the other areas of your life will straighten out”

Take the whole world… but give me Jesus!  Amen
Motives and Callings in Prison Ministry

(Don)

Why is it important to know your motives for wanting to get involved in prison ministry?

Because!

1. God’s plans are not our plans, and His ways are not our ways.

2. We should not have any hidden motives
3. The heart of a man is ruthless and wicked – we need to be led of the Spirit 
How important is the call of God when doing prison ministry?

Very Important! 

1. If you are not called of God to this ministry with confirming signs and wisdom from others you will be in for rough ride.

2. The devil does not like the work we do in redeeming to God that which he has stolen away and blinded. Be sure of your calling! 

Understanding the call of God on your life in doing prison ministry

1. Give testimony of how God called you.  (team)

Could prisons become a blessing for the church, country and world?

YES!

We have heard testimony’s from around the world of how that many leaders in the church first came to know Jesus in many year before while in prison!

1. Bible college in the prisons

2. Former inmates now Pastors in there communities

3. One of our own international prison ministry group leaders is a former convict. God uses men the devil almost destroyed!

Working with the local churches to recruit volunteers

(Dennis)

1. PFC is a non-denominational ministry not an ecumenical ministry, we work only with Protestant churches.

2. It is very important in growing the ministry to invite others to join you in the work.

 Lk 5:7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so they began to sink

The harvest is great – there are fish for all!

3. PFC ministries if run correctly will out grow any one church. In 1992 we out grew a church of 7000!

4. People and Pastors will be more likely to join if they know that PFC is not a one church ministry.

Recruiting Made Easy

For the ministry of Prisoners For Christ to expand and reach its vision, two things have to happen:

1. More volunteers need to be recruited.

2. More volunteers need to become leaders.

Volunteers get excited in jail and prison ministry when:

1. You’re excited!   

2. You care that the Great Commission is being fulfilled.

3. They get a vision for what God would have them to do.

Volunteers get the vision when you:

1. Share the vision.

2. Put them in a position to experience the vision.

There are four areas to find potential volunteers:

1. Persons already ministering in jails and prisons who are not associated with PFC

Some potential volunteers are already ministering in jails and prisons as either individual volunteers or are a part of a small group ministry from a church or other organization.  These volunteers come in two profiles:

1. I want to do it my way.

2. I want to expand my potential with a team.

Any area of ministry will have its share of know-it-alls who cannot be taught, will not work in a team environment, and have a chip on their shoulder.  Love them, but stay away from them.  

2. Persons from your Church

Another pool of potential volunteers is in your own church.  Everyone is busy, but God is interested in prisoners and has His hand on potential volunteers.  You see your church friends often.  Ask them if they’d like to go with you on a one-time visit.  When you have a good relationship with them, it’s a natural thing to ask.  Also, let your pastor know of your involvement with PFC. Someone may ask him about jail and prison ministry and all he has to do is give them your contact information.

3. Visiting local ministers to your church

A third pool is people who minister as visitors at your church.  Some people who minister have come from rough backgrounds, even prison backgrounds, and would enjoy a visit to a prison to preach.  Some of these can turn into regular ministers in jails and prisons.  This is a real bonus because they already know how to minister and to lead.  Be bold and ask them directly to join you.  It may take many weeks, even months, for their calendar to clear to allow time to come in, but be patient.  It’s worth the wait!

4. Referrals from any of the above three sources

Lastly, ask people for referrals.  Ask them if they know anyone who’d be interested in ministry.  Let them know God is blessing PFC, and be ready with a few facts, such as number of volunteers with PFC, number of monthly services, number of people saved, number of people participating with the correspondence course, the VISION of the ministry and its steady, consistent growth.  People will get excited because you’re excited!

FASTING

(Bob)
The definition of fasting is: "To abstain from all or certain foods."  People fast for all types of reasons (lose weight, physical health, etc.).  The Bible has a lot to say about fasting, both the Old and the New Testaments.  When Christians purpose to fast, it should be for spiritual reasons.  That's what this lesson from Isaiah 58 is about.

WHY THE NEED FOR FASTING?

Isaiah 58:1-2 Cry aloud, spare not (have no pity), lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.  2  Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance (law) of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.
Very few Christians really have an idea of how horrible and terrible sin is in the sight of a Holy God. We compare ourselves to others, and conclude we're not all that bad.  Then we come to church and look forward to singing and hearing the preaching of the Word of God.  In Old Testament Israel, the people wanted to hear from God, and to be blessed by God, but they were living in sin, and weren't doing much about it! Fasting humbles the body (and the soul) and brings an awareness of God's presence in a manner unlike any other.  Christians who do not fast miss this opportunity of drawing near to God and hearing his voice.

FASTING WITH THE WRONG ATTITUDE

Isaiah 58:3‑5  Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and you do not see? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and you take no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and exact all your labors.  4  Behold, you fast for strife and debate, and to smite (strike) with the fist of wickedness: you shall not fast as you do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high (in the heavens, where God is).  5  Is it such a fast as I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul (discipline his inner emotions)? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush (a tall plant), and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? will you call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord?
Israel would fast, but, as indicated in verse three, they would continue to do whatever pleased them (like watching TV or goofing off).  Furthermore (verse four) during the fasting time they continued to be mean and cruel to each other.  Then they expect God to bless them!  This is not the kind of fasting God is looking for!  The people were good at bowing down, and LOOKING outwardly like they were seeking God, but it was all FORM AND RITUAL.  God is interested in the heart of a man (1 Samuel 16:7), not whether or not he physically bows down.

FASTING WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE

Isaiah 58:6‑7 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke.  7  Is it not to deal your bread to the hungry, and that you bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when you see the naked, that you cover him; and that you hide not yourself from your own flesh (your relatives)?

God is interested in people.  God's heart is touched by the poor, the suffering, and the outcast. God wants to use his people to be his hand extended.  God's chosen fast is the fast where something positive happens, something profitable to his kingdom.  You have more compassion for those who are hungry when you know what it is to be hungry, because when you fast YOU GET HUNGRY. You also learn to appreciate a meal when you finally get one. When we fast with the right attitude, God can increase our capacity to have compassion for the needy, and he can move to restore some of the broken relationships we have.

THE RESULTS OF FASTING WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE

Isaiah 58:8‑10  Then shall your light break forth as the morning, and your health shall spring forth speedily: and your righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward (protection).  9  Then shall you cry (call upon God), and the Lord shall answer; you shall cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If you take away from the midst of yourselves the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;  10  And If you draw out your soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted (suffering) soul; then shall your light rise in obscurity, and your darkness be as the noonday.

Not only are our proper attitudes strengthened, but God's tangible blessings are there too.  Your health shall spring forth speedily is an example of where God can heal illnesses or ailments as a result of proper fasting.  God will protect us.  Though we never work for our salvation (because it is a gift ‑ Ephesians 2:8, 9), yet when we fast it is a way of showing God that we're serious about him.  When a Christian gets serious about God, WATCH OUT DEVIL.  Notice verse 10, ...then shall your light rise... Do you want to be one of the pack, or do you want to rise above it?  Would you like your darkness to be turned to brightness?  What a benefit it is for God's people to fast and seek the Lord!

FASTING FOR GUIDANCE

Isaiah 58:11‑14  And the Lord shall guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and make fat your bones: and you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.  12  And they that shall be of you (your family) shall build the old waste (deserted) places; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and you shall be called,  "The Repairer Of The Breach," "The Restorer Of Paths To Dwell In."  13  If you turn away your foot from the sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shall honor him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, not speaking your own words;  14  Then shall you delight yourself in the Lord; and I will cause you to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father: for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

God wants to guide and protect and bless his people. God gives direction when his people fast and pray.  Where sin has destroyed things, God's abundant grace and blessing can overcome it, and even restore it (see John 10:10 also).  How would you like to be known as a "Repairer of the Breach"?  That means that YOU are the one who brought that which was needful to those that needed it. Example: Because you fasted and prayed, a relative of yours came to know Christ.  Where he was separated before (there was a breach), now he knows the love of God.  An evangelist is a "Repairer of the Breach."  It is a delight, to bring men to Christ, and to lead men towards the paths of righteousness ("A Restorer of Paths to Dwell in").  This can be you.  You do not have to be the tail, but you can be the head (I will cause you to ride upon the high places of the earth... verse 14).  God has spoken it.  God will do it!

Closing remarks 

Questions and Answers

Prayers for Delegates
















































PAGE  
2

