Dealing with Prisoners Families
(Dennis)
· We as the body of Christ, His church must reach out to these families and treat them with love, respect and honor as Christ would. 

2 Sa. 9:1-10 – Mephibosheth (read) – the name means – disappointed, delayed and ashamed.

· This story of Mephibosheth is a story of God’s desire to restore and to set those who are broken and neglected in the family of God and show them kindness. To give them a place at His table for He loves them. 

Ps. 68:5-6 – A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation God sets the solitary in families; He brings those who are bound into prosperity; but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

2 Sa. 4:4 – Not always by choice

· When dealing with the tragedies of life we need to remember that it is not always there fault or by there actions that have caused them to be in the situation. This is often the truth about prisoner’s families. 
1. As the Church, give a place to the outcasts 

Jn.4:7-29 the women at the well….  Jn 8:1-12 the woman caught in adultery.

2. Tell them of their covenant in Christ.
Rm. 5:8 – But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Rm. 8:1 – There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus who walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
3. It is not where they came from, or what they or family has done that matters but who they are in Christ. And of the inheritance they have in Him.

 2Co 5:17 – Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; old things have passed away behold all things have become new.

1 Pe 1:3-4 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His Abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.

4. Make a place for them at the table, in the Church and in your hearts.

2 Sa. 9:10 shall eat bread at my table always…

If we as the Church can not find room in our hearts and in our pews, at meal time and in prayers for these rejected by society who will.  They are worthy to eat at our table if they have turned to Christ and His covenant. 

More on Dealing with Prisoners Families
1. Don’t try to be all things to all people

A. Be single minded person, stay focused

1. be secure in your walk with the Lord

2. Be secure in the Lords calling in your life

3. Be secure in the Lords directions of the ministry

B. Understand your calling

C. Understand Satan’s attack

1. Discourage and cause doubt

2. Distract with things that are non essential

3. Divide

2. Network with other Churches and ministries, make a listing of all the resources available in your communities.

