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International Missions

Conference Teaching Notes

Discipleship Prison Ministry Conference for Experienced Volunteers
Hyderabad
India 2010
Recommendations For Conference Presenters:
· Add in your own personal illustrations regarding your subject.

· Keep the energy level UP!!! Gesture, move around, raise your voice, show enthusiasm!!!

· Copy and paste your topic and add your own speaking notes to use on the intl. field.

· The current speaker introduces the next speaker.

· Be sure to work within your time frame.

· Rehearse before you get to the field! Practice using an interpreter for cadence and content.

· Using American slang, poetry, rhymes, etc. doesn’t work well with an interpreter!

· If you stumble just pick up and move forward.

· Do not waste conference speaking time by saying useless things (e.g. “I’m trying to fit this all in because my time is short…”).

· If your conference time is adjusted down, be prepared and move through the material quickly.

Prisoners For Christ Outreach Ministries

2010 Prison Ministry Discipleship Conference 

(all times 20 minutes unless otherwise noted)

Hyderabad, India
Introductions and Opening (15 min)


Bob
About PFC  (15 min)






Bob
Mentoring Christian Prisoners 



Nate

Teaching Christian Doctrine




Bob

Dealing with Prisoner Behavior



Nate

Recall and Reward (20 min)




Bob

Dealing with Prisoner Families



Nate

Concerning Preaching and Teaching


Bob
Evangelism and Discipleship




Nate

Message – Ministers of Christ



Bob
Recall and Reward; Close (30 min)


Bob
Prayer Line; Consecration (30 min)


All
Mentoring Christian Prisoners
Acts 2:40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation…

· It is not enough to just get them saved but we need to come along side those we have led to Christ and show them how to walk

Mentor = a wise and trusted counselor or teacher
Be Wise ….

1. Know who you are mentoring: 
Mt. 10:16 – Behold I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.

Pr. 23:9 – Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words.

New born babies need regular feeding times, small bites easy to digest. Learn to give them a proper diet.

Lay the proper foundations and then move on to other subjects.  Don’t introduce new doctrines until the foundations are secure. 

Hebrews 5:12 – 6:2 12In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil
 2. Be trust worthy and faithful:

2Ti 2:2 - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

3. Seek what the Lord would want for you to teach…

2 Sa. 2:35 – Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and shall walk before My anointed forever.

4. Give good biblically sound counsel

Pr. 22:17-21 – Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my knowledge; For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them within you; Let them all be fixed upon your lips, so that your trust may be in the Lord; I have instructed you today even you. Have I not written to you excellent things of counsels and knowledge, that I may make you know the certainty of the words of truth to those who send to you.

1. Be an encourager and builder of men, do not sympathize rather speak words of faith. 

Is.41:6 – Everyone helped his neighbor, and said to his brother, Be of good courage!

Making Disciples -

· Be a disciple maker by teaching those who are new believers some good habits and practices in their walk with God.

· How to Pray – Mt. 6:16 "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.
· Spend quite time with God – Daniel 6:10-11  10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  Is 40:31  But those who hope in the LORD renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
· How to study the Word – take notes, word studies, book studies, character studies, concordance, cross reference, etc.

· Teach them to memorize scripture: Ps. 119:10-11 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you
· To be over-comers, resist temptations, be accountable. Ep. 6:10-18  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Re. 12:11 11They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.
· Remembering always what our purpose and calling is in mentoring believers in the way and the truth.

Col. 1:24-29 – I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, the mystery of which has been hidden from the ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is “Christ in you the hope of glory”.

Him we preach, warning every man in all wisdom and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.

Teaching Christian Doctrine
There are major doctrines (teachings) of the Orthodox (established) Christian Church that, when analyzed, are entirely congruent with each other and make perfect sense. They all “fit,” whether or not we have a clear understanding of how and why. This lesson succinctly considers major doctrines of the Faith and explains why these doctrines have to be as they are; to be anything else would give rise to fundamental contradictions within the Bible. Full scripture references are available on request from this author for any of the doctrines described below. Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge... Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 

God is a Trinity  How can God be creator, savior, and yet be in us?  The answer is God is a Trinity. The scriptures teach that God is One, and is omniscient, omnipresent, creator, savior, and judge.  He is love, he grieves, receives worship, is involved in the process of the believer’s sanctification, justification, regeneration, and searches the hearts of men, to name a few of his attributes. These characteristics are ascribed to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These are attributes of a person (persons love, grieve, etc.); not of a force, a created being, or anything other than a person. Three persons, One God – the Trinity. Creation reflects the Trinity.

The Deity of Christ  How could Christ Jesus live a sinless life? The answer is Jesus Christ is 100% God and 100% man. It cannot be any other way for the plan of salvation to work, the resurrection of Christ to have occurred, or the New Testament age to be ushered in. Any person born of natural procreation is born with a sin nature. They cannot save themselves let alone anyone else. The God-Man, Jesus Christ, was 100% man and paid the price for sin as a man, yet was 100%, sinless, being God, so he could! Teaching that Christ was a created being nullifies the entire message of the scriptures.

The Deity of the Holy Spirit  How can God’s Spirit live in the life of every believer? The answer is that the Holy Spirit is God, 3rd Person of the Trinity. For man to have ongoing fellowship with God requires an indwelling presence of God in the life of a man. To know the mind of Christ, to have discernment, to experience peace and comfort, all this comes at the hand of God. The Spirit of God, which indwells the believer, makes this all possible. If there is no personal Holy Spirit, then there is no abiding presence of God in the life of the believer. God the Holy Spirit is limited by neither time nor space – as is consistent with the attributes of God. He is personal, guiding believers in the truth of Christ.

The Blood of Christ  Why don’t we sacrifice animals today, like the old Bible stories describe? The answer is the Blood of Christ is the final sacrifice, man’s blood for man’s sin. In the Old Testament God’s people offered animal sacrifices over and over again, year after year, because the sacrifice was imperfect, merely an image of the true sacrifice.  But the Bible teaches that Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was offered up once and for all, man’s blood for man’s sin, so that never again would sacrifice have to be made.  We are redeemed to God through the atoning work of the Cross of Calvary where Jesus suffered and died, shedding his blood for the sin of the world. That’s the difference between the blood of animals and the Blood of Christ, the blood of a perfect man. God took no pleasure in the blood of animals. The plan of redemption included the animal sacrifices (imperfect) which made the way for the eventual crucifixion of the God-Man (perfect) Jesus Christ.
The Depravity of Man  Why are there wars? Why can’t we all “get along”? The answer is the depravity of man. If man could save himself, or balance out his bad deeds with good works and meet God’s bar of righteousness, then Christ would never have had to die for the sin of the world. If man could get away with even one sin, then he would have an opportunity to make it to heaven on his own merits. But this is clearly not the case made in the scriptures. Man is described as being unholy and sinful and in need of a savior. And thanks be to God he has one in Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Warfare  How is evil explained? Why is there evil?  The answer is that the enemy of every man and the kingdom of God is Satan and the kingdom of darkness.  Satan is a created being.  He is a spirit being, real and personal, the ruler of a vast hierarchy of demonic spirit beings.  Satan and the demons are neither omniscient nor omnipresent.  Satan and his hosts are defeated and awaiting final judgment in the lake of fire, but for now we’re engaged in a battle. Get used to it, understand it, prepare for it, and be able to defend against it. Our weapons are not physical, but spiritual. 

The Virgin Birth of Christ  What’s the significance of the virgin birth? How can anyone be born of a virgin? The answer is that a natural man would be born in sin. Christ had to come into the world and be a man to atone for the sin of man. The only way for this to happen is by supernatural as well as natural means! The supernatural part was the conception of the Christ-child by the Holy Spirit within the womb of the natural mother, Mary, who became the natural part of the equation. If God could create the world and all in it, can he not cause the conception of a virgin to bring the Christ-child into the world? 

Heaven and Hell  Isn’t Hell the grave? Why would a loving God send anyone to Hell? The answer is that Heaven is the eternal home of God’s redeemed, and Hell is the eternal place of conscious torment for the lost. Along with the Trinity of God this doctrine is hardest to understand for many people. The Heaven part is reasonable enough, but how can a loving God send someone to Hell for all of eternity? From the scriptures, Hell was never a part of the plan for mankind. Hell was to be the eternal abode of the devil; yet man in his rejection of Christ finds Hell awaiting him. Why? Three reasons: The righteousness and holiness of God, and the justice of God require it, the books must be balanced, the earned wages received. Second, because sin is so horrible and terrible, it cannot be atoned for by any natural man, even if given an eternity. It’s that serious. the price is that high. Third, because for one who has rejected God and His forgiveness to be forced to spend eternity in His presence would be unendurable.

The Resurrection of Christ  What’s the big deal about the resurrection? The answer is that the resurrection of Christ validated all of his claims. He said he’d be raised up after three days and he was. Our faith was not in some good speaker who died in his sins and is still in the grave, rather, it was in the God-Man Jesus Christ, who was who he said he was and by his resurrection we have the hope of our own resurrection. Without the resurrection there would be no hope, no foundation for faith. It had to be.

Salvation by Grace  Surely we have to work for our salvation, God keeps score doesn’t he? Wouldn’t that be fair? The answer is there is nothing any man can do for his salvation, if there was, Christ would not have had to die for the sin of the world. This doctrine of salvation by grace has to be so because Christ said “It is finished” just before he died on the cross. It was God’s mission to redeem fallen man. God did the full work. Man cannot do anything to earn salvation, though many try. It is futile to try, worse; it’s an abomination. To work to earn your salvation is a declaration to God Almighty that he didn’t or couldn’t do enough himself to make salvation available. Sinful man must receive salvation as a gift – it’s the only way. Earning your own salvation is Satan’s way, the way of pride, the original conflict. Attempting to show God that you can do it on your own because you want to be equal with Him.

The Second Coming of Christ  When is the Second Coming? Why is it important? The answer is no man knows the date of the Second Coming, only the season; and it’s important because it completes the last of the major unfulfilled Biblical prophecies. Jesus Christ will physically and visibly return to earth for the second time to establish His Kingdom.  This is the among the many present motivations we have as believers to remain vigilant, diligent, holy, and busy about the work of advancing the kingdom of Heaven. 

The Church  Isn’t church membership unnecessary? Churches have too many problems for me to bother with them. The answer is that Christ died for the church, and he has gifted it with offices to equip the believer to maturity in Christ.  No Christian will ever be what he is supposed to be without being identified with the local church. Look at any ignorant “Christian” who’s living in defeat and I’ll show you an immature Christian who is not identified with the local church. The church is also a place where many persons find Christ and are saved. Church attendance is an important privilege; it is where others pray for your well being, where we are accountable to God and to others, and where we are protected from false teaching. 

The Authority of the Scriptures  Wasn’t the Bible written by men? Surly it has errors? We interpret it as we see fit, right? The answer is all scripture is inspired by God; it is without error and needs to be interpreted correctly.  If Scripture is not inspired of God then it is not infallible and it is not authoritative.  Man would have no dependable standard on which to base his life.  However, since God does not change, His truth is also steadfast, enduring all time. There are clear rules for interpretation and only the ignorant disregard them, to their own peril. The scriptures declare themselves to be inspired of God and further are of no private interpretation. The Bible has the answer to all honest, important questions – and major doctrines of the Bible have to be what they are for the plan of God as revealed throughout the scriptures to be coherent.  It has to fit, it has to add up.

The Apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:2-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  Being that God is the inspiration of the Bible, of course, It All Fits!

Dealing with Prisoners Behavior
1. As a volunteer you must first understand why there are disruptive individuals

2. There are two reasons for disruptive individuals in a service

A. Volunteer is not prayed up

B. Satan’s motives and agendas

Ephesians 6:10-12

Vs. 11” stand firm against the devils schemes

3. What are the devils schemes?

A. Disruption

B. Discouragement

C. Division

D. Attempting to thwarts Gods plan

E. Apathy

4. How does the Bible describe the devil?

1 Peter 5:8-9

1 These 2:17-18

The believer should take a stand against the enemy.

James 4-7

5. How do we take a stand?

A. Stand firm in battle. 2 Samuel 23:9-10

B. Put on the full armor of God  Eph 6:10-12

C. See with spiritual eyes  2 Kings 6:15-17

6. What is the purpose of discipline in a prison environment

A. Gods love- 2 Chron. 33

B. Reconciliation

C. Take the focus off of man placing it back on the service

· Many times in jail you will find disruptive individuals in the worship service or bible study. Here are some points to help you deal with the problems

7 steps to dealing with Disruptive behavior

1. Discipline out of love never out of frustration. 

2. Set rules and boundary’s for conduct prior to  beginning the service

3. Explain that the purpose we are here for is to worship God and that alone.

4. Ask anyone who is not there for the service to please leave prior to the start.

5. Any persons who are disruptive should first be asked to be quite. Ask three times. 

6. Split the disruptive individuals to another area of the room.

7. If the disruption continues, call on the guards and state that there are individuals who are disruptive and  need to leave 

PRAY PRAY  PRAY

· Many situations can be avoided by praying before, during and after the service. Have someone on your team be an intercessor during the service. 

Dealing with Prisoners Families
· We as the body of Christ, His church must reach out to these families and treat them with love, respect and honor as Christ would. 

2 Sa. 9:1-10 – Mephibosheth (read) – the name means – disappointed, delayed and ashamed.

· This story of Mephibosheth is a story of God’s desire to restore and to set those who are broken and neglected in the family of God and show them kindness. To give them a place at His table for He loves them. 

Ps. 68:5-6 – A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation God sets the solitary in families; He brings those who are bound into prosperity; but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

2 Sa. 4:4 – Not always by choice

· When dealing with the tragedies of life we need to remember that it is not always there fault or by there actions that have caused them to be in the situation. This is often the truth about prisoner’s families. 
1. As the Church, give a place to the outcasts 

Jn.4:7-29 the women at the well….  Jn 8:1-12 the woman caught in adultery.

2. Tell them of their covenant in Christ.
Rm. 5:8 – But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Rm. 8:1 – There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus who walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
3. It is not where they came from, or what they or family has done that matters but who they are in Christ. And of the inheritance they have in Him.

 2Co 5:17 – Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; old things have passed away behold all things have become new.

1 Pe 1:3-4 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His Abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.

4. Make a place for them at the table, in the Church and in your hearts.

2 Sa. 9:10 shall eat bread at my table always…

If we as the Church can not find room in our hearts and in our pews, at meal time and in prayers for these rejected by society who will.  They are worthy to eat at our table if they have turned to Christ and His covenant. 

More on Dealing with Prisoners Families
1. Don’t try to be all things to all people

A. Be single minded person, stay focused

1. be secure in your walk with the Lord

2. Be secure in the Lords calling in your life

3. Be secure in the Lords directions of the ministry

B. Understand your calling

C. Understand Satan’s attack

1. Discourage and cause doubt

2. Distract with things that are non essential

3. Divide

2. Network with other Churches and ministries, make a listing of all the resources available in your communities.

Concerning Preaching and Teaching
1. Why Preaching?

(Mat 4:17)  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Because Jesus preached!  The best thing you can do for the poor, the prison inmate, the brokenhearted, and the sick and wounded is to preach Christ to them!

2. What Is The Principle Subject Of Preaching?

(Acts 5:42)  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

The principle subject of preaching is the central person of the Bible, Jesus Christ.

3. Who Does The Preaching?

(Rom 10:15)  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

People that God calls to preach.

4. Why Teaching?

(Luke 5:1, 3)  And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he [Jesus] stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  3  And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

We teach for the same reason Jesus taught, and that is because people need to be taught.

5. What Subjects are Taught?

· Jesus

(2 Pet 3:18)  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
We teach about Jesus Christ, the one who died for the sin of the world, and was raised again!

· Christian Spirituality

(1 Cor 3:1-3)  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

We teach how to develop as a Christian, to become mature.
· Christian Ethics

(John 13:34-35)  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

(Rom 12:1-2)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

We teach people how to behave as a Christian.

· Christian Doctrine

(2 Tim 3:16-17)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

(2 Tim 2:15)  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

We teach people the essential truths of the Bible.

The Spiritual Gift of Teaching

How do you tell when someone has the spiritual gift of teaching?  Those with the spiritual gift of teaching
1. Have an unusual interest in studying and preparing messages, and they do so enthusiastically.

2. While they’re discovering truth in the Bible, they’re thinking of ways to communicate it.

3. Live with the absolute conviction that God’s word can change a person’s life.

4. Receive consistent, wide-spread affirmation for their teaching (unsolicited, also).

5. Regularly receive the quiet assurance from the Holy Spirit that they’re doing the right thing, at the right time, for the right reasons.

(PFC Note:  We believe the gift of teaching can come to a person, even if it is not present with the believer now.  Where is your desire?  Ask God for help and be obedient and see what He is pleased to do in your life!)

In the Bible, the word “preach or preaching” occurs 77 times in 74 verses.  The word “teach, teaching or taught” occurs 225 times in 212 verses.  What conclusions can we draw from this? 

Preaching has its place, and is used to draw men to the Savior, but after men are saved, they must be taught, and they are taught for a lifetime.  Thus the believer, to grow and mature, will require a great deal more teaching in his lifetime than he will preaching.
FIFTEEN QUICK REFERENCE

STEPS TO PREPARING A

SERMON OR TEACHING

#1   PRAY

1 Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing.  

Prayers about whether you should be teaching or preaching are a waste of time.    Spend your time praying about what you should preach or teach on..

#2   KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Galatians 2:2  And I (Paul) went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  

Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.  Peter was the apostle to the Jews.  Who are you preaching to or teaching?  Are you preaching to the lost and teaching the saints, or vise versa?  Preaching a pure salvation message will not equip Christians to serve God.  Likewise a teaching to the unsaved about water baptism will largely be ineffective.  Know you Institution also: jails messages are more evangelistic and prison messages are more teaching-oriented.

#3   PREACH AND TEACH ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF GOD OR CHRISTIAN LIVING

Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Messages that teach how to forgive those who sin against you, how to make decisions based on the Word of God, why we can go to Jesus Christ for help-- these are the types of messages that will bring men to Christ and to Christian maturity.

#4   PREACH AND TEACH A CHRIST-CENTERED MESSAGE

1 Corinthians 15:14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

The cross of Christ is the message of the New Testament, and more, in that He is risen from the dead.  Christ is alive!  He is the hope of man and He is the central theme of all of the Bible. 

#5   INCLUDE MAJOR DOCTRINE IN EVERY MESSAGE

1 Timothy 4:6  If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine…

Regardless of the subject, reinforce, reference, and repeat one or more major doctrines in your message. Be it Salvation by Grace, the Bodily Resurrection of Christ, the Deity of Christ, the Trinity – teach while you preach and teach sound doctrine that the hearer may be edified and strengthened in the fundamentals of the faith.

#6   DETERMINE A TITLE FOR THE MESSAGE

Luke 3:3  And he (John the Baptist) came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

John knew his message.  A title causes you to focus on a theme and consequently prevents you from straying off the course.  Exhorting and encouraging is one thing, but teaching lessons and preaching sermons do well to have a title!

#7   KNOW YOUR TIME LIMIT

Acts 20:9  And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.

Usually 20 to 25 minutes is sufficient for a message, but sometimes you get 10 minutes and other times you get a full hour.  Prepare material that can either be included or deleted depending on how the time is running.  

#8   USE ONE PRINCIPAL TEXT WHEN TIME IS SHORT

Luke 4:17-20  And there was delivered unto him (Jesus) the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel... 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.

Using one main passage of scripture for a message is called expository preaching.  Expository preaching is, in my opinion, preferred the majority of the time to topical preaching.  (Topical preaching is where a topic is studied, and various Bible verses from different locations throughout the Bible are used to explain the topic.  Topical teaching, on the other hand, is appropriate provide there is sufficient time to teach.)  Men that are young in the faith cannot flip through the Bible rapidly to follow numerous scripture references.  Including "points" to the message also makes it easier for the hearer to remember it in the days ahead

#9   USE PLENTY OF SCRIPTURES

Isaiah 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Bible teaching without much Bible reading is not teaching the Bible at all, but is simply the speaker’s opinion or, worse yet, just a speech.  God said His word would not return void, not your word.  

#10  INCLUDE PART OF YOUR PERSONAL TESTIMONY AND/OR CURRENT EVENTS 
Ephesians 3:8  Unto me (Paul), who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Positive personal experiences add to the credibility of your teaching.  Including how, when, where, and at what age you became a Christian can bring closer identification between you and your audience.  Paul did it.  We can too!

#11   PREPARE NOTES

2 Peter 3:1  This second epistle (letter), beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance.

Notes help you to remember some of the things you'll want to share in your message.  Sometimes there is no podium, so you have to hold your Bible the entire time.  Trying to handle pages of notes will be difficult for you and distracting to the audience, so lightly affix the notes to your Bible.  DO NOT HAVE TOO MANY NOTES!  Rehearse so that the notes will be sufficient.

#12  PRACTICE

Romans 1:15  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel.... 

Rehearse your message in some out-of-the-way place; the more prepared you feel, the better job you'll do when preaching before others.  This is the single most neglected area in sermon or lesson preparation.  BE SURE TO PRACTICE.  Practicing also helps to keep you on schedule as you can see how long it will take to deliver your message. 

#13  BE HUMAN

1 Corinthians 2:4-5  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

You're preaching and teaching about the awesomeness of God, not about how superior you are.  No one needs to hear about how you're a superman Christian who never has a problem and never faces a difficulty.  Relate to the men some of your own failures and trials, and include the lesson you learned and/or how God brought you out of it.

#14  THE ALTAR CALL

Romans 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.

Make sure that you leave time for a call for salvation, rededication, and prayer for anything else.  Men truly appreciate personal prayer.  Don't feel that "what I'm preaching or teaching is so important that I have to preach and teach right up to the last minute."  If you practice ahead of time, and know what you're going to say, you'll have time to preach AND pray at the end.

#15  DON'T WORRY

Acts 28:31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

Remember, this is God's will.  Perhaps a more experienced Christian worker can "close" your message (which includes the altar call) and fill in any gaps as necessary.  You'll do fine.  God will assist you as you preach His Word.  Seek to preach and to teach!

If you prepared a message on a topic, where would that topic be in the Bible?

The Resurrection

__________1 Corinthians 15__________

The Deity of Christ
______________John 1______________

The Unpardonable Sin
________Matthew 12, Luke 12_________

The Bible

__________Psalm 119_______________

Growing in Christ
__________2 Peter 3_________________

Prevailing Prayer
_____________James 5_______________

Practical Christianity
___________James 1, 2_______________

Marriage

___________Ephesians 5______________

The Local Church
_____________1 Corinthians 12________

Forgiveness

_____________Matthew 18____________

EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP

1. Scriptural basis for Discipleship – 2 Timothy 2:2

a. Fruit that lasts

2. What does Discipleship look like in a prison?

a. Program differences:

	Evangelism
	Vs.
	Discipleship

	Large group
	
	Small group(s)

	Preaching
	
	Teaching/ facilitating

	Addition
	
	Multiplication

	Soul winning 
	
	Disciple making


b. Application

i. Teaching from a specific lesson with a specific purpose

ii. One lesson builds on another

iii. Milk to Meat

c. Method 

i. Simple and structured

1. Read from Scripture reference

2. Go over discussion questions with inmates

3. Reinforce application points

4. Ask inmates to apply and report using “Life Lessons”.

d. Service

	Evangelism
	Vs.
	Discipleship

	Introduction/Worship
	
	Introduction/Worship

	Testimony
	
	Opening Prayer

	Bible Story
	
	Reading Scripture

	Sermon
	
	Discussion Questions

	Altar Call
	
	Application Points

	Healing Prayer
	
	Homework (Life Lessons)

	Gifts and Closing
	
	Closing Prayer 

	
	
	* May have Altar Call*


e. Numbers 

i. Evangelism -  One group -  many inmates

ii. Discipleship – one or more groups – small numbers of inmates.

1. Example, Jesus – 12 apostles

3. Modeling a Service

a. Welcome

b. Opening Prayer

c. Read Scripture from lesson 

d. Discussion Questions

e. Application Points

f. Life Lessons

g. Closing Prayer

h. *Altar Call*  

Ministers of Christ
As sad and regrettable as it is, not every so-called minister of the gospel is genuine. Paul the apostle calls a spade a spade in 2 Corinthians 11; he tells what the false leaders are all about and contrasts their life and work with his own. One day you may want to be a minister of Christ. Let's examine the life of a true minister of Christ, Paul the Apostle, and consider what you have to look forward to if you desire to be a genuine minister of Christ. This lesson is taken from the entire chapter of 2 Corinthians 11 and considers ten areas key to ministers of Christ.
1- Ministers of Christ Say What Must Be Said

1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.


What you have to like about ministers of Christ like Paul, Peter and James is the fact that they tell it like it is and let the chips fall where they may. They are quick on their feet and don’t mind using irony or even sarcasm in making an important point. Paul takes a jab at the Corinthian church right off the bat to get their attention. Paul’s thesis is that false ministers are really good at taking the simple gospel and coming up with something complicated. The major doctrines of the Christian faith are not that hard to understand but those who want some "new revelation" buy most anything being peddled these days (and in the days of the original apostles). The real minister of Christ is jealous over God’s elect because that’s the heart of God. People are important and when those young in the faith are being led away by false leaders Paul is not about to sit back and let it happen. 

2- Ministers of Christ Know Sound Doctrine

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. 5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. 6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in all things.


Here Paul makes it quite clear that some so-called ministers of Christ are preaching a message that may sound good, look good and smell good, but is rotten to the core because it’s not the orthodox message. Paul, in other parts of scripture, emphasizes sound doctrine (1 Timothy 1:10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.). Persons unaware of the major doctrines of the Christian church easily fall prey to the message of “another Jesus.” Paul may not have been the most eloquent speaker (…though I be rude in speech…) but he was crystal clear on the doctrines of the faith (…yet not in knowledge…). In my own walk as a Christian I had pastors, especially early out, who taught studies and series on basic doctrine that provided me a foundation for living and for training others. There are the “Show Time” preachers and then there are the ministers of Christ who preach Christ and live a life consistent with that preaching.

3- Ministers of Christ Understand Leadership

8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. 9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.


Paul came to these people with a hard message – they needed correction. They were getting off track and losing their grip. False teachers were rising up and influencing those Paul had won to Christ. He had to come back and clean up the mess. And his focus was on the good will of these people – people for whom Christ died. Paul could have been like so many others and swooped in and preached a feel-good do-you-no-good message and then taken up a “love offering.” But his mind was on their Christian maturity and to prevent any distraction he made it clear what he was there for and what he wasn’t there for. It is right and proper for a minister to receive of those to whom he ministers, but in this situation Paul drove home the importance of his trip by demonstrating that other churches, churches that were strong, were supplying Paul’s material needs for this mission so as to strengthen the brethren. This message would not have been lost on the Corinthian church. You don’t spank with one hand and extend the other to receive an offering. They knew Paul meant business. Paul led by example.

4- Ministers of Christ Know The Enemy

12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 


Paul makes it clear that these false apostles exist, and they are tools of the devil himself. This is very bold and if he said this today he'd be shouted down by the false leaders and their followers. Paul says that they will get theirs in the end. Ever seen a shipwrecked minister? They steal from the church offerings. They use their holy office as a cover to commit vile acts. Be sure of one thing - no one gets away with anything. Sin has a price. The false minister of Christ will pay a price that should terrify any false or true minister of the gospel. 

5- Ministers of Christ Have an Eternal Focus

18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face.


Paul loves people and because he loves people he tells them the truth. The false ministers and their followers glory in the flesh - they exalt the glory of man and minimize the holiness of God. The spotlight is on "God's man of the hour" rather than on God himself. Paul says these men will devour you. They'll take your wealth, your health, your purpose, and your dreams and leave you as if you had been slapped in the face. Spiritually you have let your guard down and because of it you will get clobbered. The minister of Christ must keep an eternal perspective and do things consistent with the principles of the kingdom of God. People first and self last!

6- Ministers of Christ Do What Needs to be Done

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.


So what happens to a minister of Christ? They work their backsides off, they endure hardship, they forfeit some of the good things of this world and are rewarded with abuse, some even receive death. Anyone want to be a minister of Christ? Realize that like Abraham you are looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. But the unredeemed have only this life and they’re not interested in your lifestyle or your message. So be prepared for hardships. When you see a so-called minister of Christ living the high life and preaching a milquetoast message ask yourself the questions as Paul did in verse 23, Are they ministers of Christ?

7- Ministers of Christ Understand Peril

26 In journeying often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren. Let us consider the eight perils that are not uncommon for the minister of Christ:

1. Perils of waters - hardships due to environment (heat, cold, insects, humidity, storms)

2. Perils of robbers - when you go into places angels fear to tread you won't get the red carpet treatment

3. Perils by my own countrymen - sometimes those closest to you will turn on you. Ever been betrayed?

4. Perils by the heathen - It's nothing new for the devil to move a reprobate to come against a Christian who is taking ground for Christ

5. Perils in the city - the mafia, drug runners, and smut merchants are not interested in your street preaching.

6. Perils in the wilderness - taking the gospel to desolate areas with no civil authority protection is a risk the minister of Christ takes.

7. Perils in the sea - traveling to carry the gospel has its own risks, especially when you're not welcome.

8. Perils among false brethren - they are expert at being on offense so don't play patty cake with them

8- Ministers of Christ are Mature

27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 


Real ministers are not lightweights and are not easily intimidated. They endure sacrifice and extreme inconvenience, all the while keeping their eye on the ball - which means strengthening the Christian community, the saints, the church. Why? Because false teachers are everywhere and the love of God compels the real minister to be in ministry! So they endure weariness and pain (the human body has limitations); they sacrificially go without comforts or safety when it’s required or needed, and they do all of this for love of the people of God, to see them come into the full stature of the Christian faith, to be conformed into the image of Christ, to be more Christ-like, to manifest the fruit of the Spirit, and to advance the kingdom of God.

9- Ministers of Christ Love Christ

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.


The minister of Christ has a life that backs up his testimony. God knows the heart of the minister of Christ, and the minister of Christ knows the heart of God, which is people, thus the minister strives to bring men and women to the Savior, who is blessed forever more, amen and amen!

10- Ministers of Christ Keep On Keeping On

32 In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: 33 And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.


So the Apostle Paul journeyed back to a church and experienced perils and hardships to do so, delivered a sharp rebuke to the church leadership and congregation, then escaped the local governor and risked his life yet again by being let down a wall in a basket. Does it ever end for the minister of Christ? Is there ever a time when you get to “retire” and sit back in comfort? For some yes and it’s legitimate, but for others there is a different call on their life and it may well mean hardship for the long road. I know of missionaries who to this day hear the voice of God, are moved by the Spirit of God, and influence multiple thousands for the kingdom of God. They will never get headlines in the papers, no special network report will follow them, no one outside of the kingdom cares for these non-descript missionaries. The minister of Christ is moved by the work of the kingdom of God and the good news of salvation in Christ. One day the minister of Christ will not need to do the work anymore. Regarding Paul the Apostle, he was finally tracked down by those who wanted to silence him. We read of his execution in 2 Timothy 4: 6-8 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. Paul kept on until the very end, and he didn’t die a bitter, broken old man, but he died a content, fulfilled, happy man ready to meet Jesus. This is the way it is for the minister of Christ.

_____________________________________

So there you have it. You can go the stardust trail way. That's the way where you are loved and admired by the world. You live in great wealth and are forever pursuing it. You have a big title. You preach the same lame, powerless gospel. Lives are not changed but everyone feels good. You are a physician of no value (Job 13:4) and a whited sepulcher (Matthew 23:27). Being conformed into the image of Christ is not the goal; having a "new revelation" and "speaking a word" is preferred over prayer, holy living, and sacrifice. If you challenge the feel-good "preacher" you will be accused of "stretching forth your hand against God's anointed." They shy away from teaching doctrine because "it's divisive" (true). They don't want to offend anyone. The cross of Christ is not taught because it is too offensive. Paul had little use for these false ministers. But they draw the crowds, are lovers of themselves, and enjoy the praises of men.

Then there's the sawdust trail. This is the faith life. This is the one where you're no friend of the world’s system. You preach a consistent, real, relevant gospel and are hated for it. Your message may not make people feel good at the time, but you’re preaching a message that does them good and is to their eternal benefit. Paul said “Am I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16)  My pastor gets in the arena of public debate - he has had death threats, has been slandered in the print and visual media. He's been accused of bigotry and hatred. So much for the praises of men! That’s what happens to a real minister of Christ. I've watched the leader of my prison ministry carry the gospel into prisons all over the world. He knows what "weariness and painfulness" (2 Corinthians 11:27) is all about. Life in developing countries is often difficult; our leader of the International Ministry team has been sick during and after an international campaign. A missionary in my denomination was attacked on the mission field; his family was brutalized and he himself had his skull cracked in the event. All of those I've described are still in active ministry taking ground for the kingdom of God. They preach a relevant gospel; they teach how a person can receive Christ and live for Christ. They teach Christian principles and truths and lives are redeemed and changed. There is nothing new about real ministers suffering persecution, hardship, perils, and difficulties. None of them are driving expensive cars. All of them have the respect of mature Christians. None of them are friends of the world’s system. All of them love people. None of them are involved in scandal. All of them have long lists of accomplishments. None of them receive the praise of men. All of them have built ministries that impact people locally and around the world.

And then there are the pastors and Christian workers I came to know and love in Africa. Even in the midst of their own material lack they are not only raising families and ministering to the local church, but they are carrying the good news of the gospel of Christ into the prisons of their land. They have no desire to strive for comfort; they are ministers of Christ. And I can speak of the volunteers I have the privilege of ministering with in the jails and prisons in Washington State. We have a team that drives four hours one way to hold a 90-minute church service in a notorious, remote prison and they’ve done this monthly for seven years. Not only is the fuel cost high but twice they’ve had major and expensive vehicle breakdowns that they had fixed with their own resources. Music and concert teams practice endless hours, invest large sums of their own monies to acquire equipment and lug it around all over the place – all for volunteer work. The teams I have ministered with have endured rainstorms, snowstorms, heat waves, automobile breakdowns, fatigue, you name it. They have sacrificed time with their own families because it is in their heart to be a minister of Christ in jails and prisons. Because of a severe speech impediment on my own part for years and years I practiced each of my sermons over and over and over before ever going into a jail or prison to share them (still do actually). I didn’t want to botch it up inside so I worked as hard as I could beforehand to make up for my own inabilities. God is not interested in your ability near as much as he’s interested in your availability. Our International Missions teams raise their own support, leave their families, and go into countries that don’t enjoy the comfort, laws, medical facilities, and safety that we have come to appreciate in the United States. We go to Rwanda, India, Russia – not Paris or the Caribbean. This is often the case; ministers of Christ of all ages have had it in their hearts to go where the Spirit of the Lord leads them and that leading often is to the least of the least of society, the poor, the brokenhearted, the desperate. Such ministry always comes at a price. Always. Always.

If you want to know something about being a minister of Christ, be it on the mission field or in local ministry, I recommend three things to do:

· Study the lives of the ministers of Christ throughout the scriptures. Note the consistency from Genesis to Revelation on how the true minister was a friend to sinners but not of the world, often suffered hardship, but was one in whom the Spirit of God dwelt and their works testified of it.

· Study the biographies of ministers that successfully completed their race. Read of men who have gone home to be with the Lord, men like George Mueller of the Bristol Orphanages and Mark Buntain of the Calcutta Mercy Ministries. Read about present-day ministers of Christ like David Wilkerson and Teen Challenge. Study their lives and see what they endured so you won’t be surprised when it happens to you. Perfect, no; consistent, yes.

· Interview present day ministers of Christ with a track record of success. Find out what they do and what they did. How much they pray; how much they study; how much they minister; what impact they make; where they put their money; where they spend their time; their position on the issues of the day as it relates to Christian doctrine. Don't bother asking the pew-warmer what he thinks about doctrine or ministry. He’s a spectator with an opinion. He hasn't had to prove his doctrine in the field so he doesn't know if it holds water. 

Jeremiah got so weary of persecution he said he was going to bag it and no longer preach in the name of the Lord (Jeremiah 20:8, 9 For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.). But though discouraged Jeremiah had a call of God on his life he couldn’t ignore and he indeed continued to be a minister of Christ. 

All of the original apostles died a martyr's death, except John the Revelator, and he suffered greatly his entire life. Old and New Testament there was hardship for the minister of Christ, be they a prophet, apostle, evangelist, pastor or teacher; there was persecution for the lay Christian as well. If you want the stardust trail, you'd be better off eternally if you instead get a job at a service station pumping gas. If you want the sawdust trail, you will never be in this world what you could have been because you just don’t fit in. You will pay an economic price, a recognition price, a promotion price, and a lifestyle price. You will never be able to put 100% of your focus on business if you are also participating in advancing the kingdom of God and working within the boundaries of the kingdom of God. You can do well in business and should to the best of your ability. But there will come a time when your worldview will clash with the world’s system – when this happens you too will get to take part in suffering for Christ, in a measure. If your motives are pure as a minister you will love life, love God, love people, and like Paul finish your course with great joy.

















































PAGE  
2

