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Mentoring Christian Prisoners
Acts 2:40 
· It is not enough to just get them saved but we need to come along side those we have led to Christ and show them how to walk

Mentor = a wise and trusted counselor or teacher
Be Wise ….

1. Know who you are mentoring: Mark 10:16, Proverbs 23:9
New born babies need regular feeding times, small bites easy to digest. Learn to give them a proper diet.

Lay the proper foundations and then move on to other subjects.  Don’t introduce new doctrines until the foundations are secure.  Hebrews 5:12 – 6:2 
 2. Be trust worthy and faithful – 2 Timothy 2:2
   3. Seek what the Lord would want for you to teach…2   

       Samuel 2:35
4. Give good biblically sound counsel – Proverbs 222:17-21
5.  Be an encourager and builder of men, do not sympathize rather speak words of faith.  – Isaiah 41:6
Making Disciples -

· Be a disciple maker by teaching those who are new believers some good habits and practices in their walk with God.

· How to Pray – Mt. 6:16 "
· Spend quite time with God – Daniel 6:10-11  

· How to study the Word – take notes, word studies, book studies, character studies, concordance, cross reference, etc.

· Teach them to memorize scripture: Ps. 119:10-11 

· To be over-comers, resist temptations, be accountable. Ep. 6:10-
· Remembering always what our purpose and calling is in mentoring believers in the way and the truth. Colossians 1:24-29
Teaching Christian Doctrine
There are major doctrines (teachings) of the Christian Church that, when analyzed, are entirely congruent with each other and make perfect sense. Prisoners need to be taught doctrine so they know their Savior and can stand fast in the truth. 

Hosea 4:6   *   Titus 1:9 

God is a Trinity  
The Deity of Christ  
The Deity of the Holy Spirit  
The Blood of Christ  
The Depravity of Man  
Spiritual Warfare  
The Virgin Birth of Christ  
Heaven and Hell  
The Resurrection of Christ  
Salvation by Grace  

The Second Coming of Christ  
The Church 

The Authority of the Scriptures  
Dealing with Prisoners Behavior
1. As a volunteer you must first understand why there are disruptive individuals

2. There are two reasons for disruptive individuals in a service

A. Volunteer is not prayed up

B. Satan’s motives and agendas

Ephesians 6:10-12

3. What are the devils schemes?

A. Disruption

B. Discouragement

C. Division

D. Attempting to thwarts Gods plan

E. Apathy

4. How does the Bible describe the devil?

1 Peter 5:8-9

1 These 2:17-18

The believer should take a stand against the enemy. James 4-7

5. How do we take a stand?

A. Stand firm in battle. 2 Samuel 23:9-10

B. Put on the full armor of God  Eph 6:10-12

C. See with spiritual eyes  2 Kings 6:15-17

6. What is the purpose of discipline in a prison environment

A. Gods love- 2 Chron. 33

B. Reconciliation

C. Take the focus off of man placing it back on the service

· Many times in jail you will find disruptive individuals in the worship service or Bible study. Here are some points to help you deal with the problems

1. Discipline out of love never out of frustration. 

2. Set rules and boundary’s for conduct prior to  beginning the service

3. Explain that the purpose we are here for is to worship God and that alone.

4. Ask anyone who is not there for the service to please leave prior to the start.

5. Any persons who are disruptive should first be asked to be quite. Ask three times. 

6. Split the disruptive individuals to another area of the room.

7. If the disruption continues, call on the guards and state that there are individuals who are disruptive and  need to leave 

PRAY PRAY  PRAY

· Many situations can be avoided by praying before, during and after the service. Have someone on your team be an intercessor during the service. 

Dealing with Prisoners Families
· We as the body of Christ, His church must reach out to these families and treat them with love, respect and honor as Christ would. 

2 Sa. 9:1-10 – Mephibosheth (read) – the name means – disappointed, delayed and ashamed.

· This story of Mephibosheth is a story of God’s desire to restore and to set those who are broken and neglected in the family of God and show them kindness. To give them a place at His table for He loves them. 

Ps. 68:5-6, 2 Sa. 4:4 – Not always by choice
· When dealing with the tragedies of life we need to remember that it is not always there fault or by there actions that have caused them to be in the situation. This is often the truth about prisoner’s families. 
1. As the Church, give a place to the outcasts  Jn.4:7-29 the women at the well….  Jn 8:1-12 the woman caught in adultery.

2. Tell them of their covenant in Christ. Rm. 5:8 , Rm. 8:1
3. It is not where they came from, or what they or family has done that matters but who they are in Christ. And of the inheritance they have in Him.  2Co 5:17, 1 Pe 1:3-4
4. Make a place for them at the table, in the Church and in your hearts. 2 Sa. 9:10 shall eat bread at my table always…

If we as the Church can not find room in our hearts and in our pews, at meal time and in prayers for these rejected by society who will.  They are worthy to eat at our table if they have turned to Christ and His covenant. 

More on Dealing with Prisoners Families
1. Don’t try to be all things to all people

A. Be single minded person, stay focused

1. be secure in your walk with the Lord

2. Be secure in the Lords calling in your life

3. Be secure in the Lords directions of the ministry

B. Understand your calling

C. Understand Satan’s attack

1. Discourage and cause doubt

2. Distract with things that are non essential

3. Divide

2. Network with other Churches and ministries, make a listing of all the resources available in your communities.

Concerning Preaching and Teaching
1. Why Preaching?

(Mat 4:17)  Because Jesus preached!  The best thing you can do for the poor, the prison inmate, the brokenhearted, and the sick and wounded is to preach Christ to them!

2. What Is The Principle Subject Of Preaching?

(Acts 5:42)  The principle subject of preaching is the central person of the Bible, Jesus Christ.

3. Who Does The Preaching?

(Rom 10:15)  People that God calls to preach.

4. Why Teaching?

(Luke 5:1, 3)  We teach for the same reason Jesus taught, and that is because people need to be taught.

5. What Subjects are Taught?

· Jesus - We teach about Jesus Christ, the one who died for the sin of the world, and was raised again!

· Christian Spirituality

(1 Cor 3:1-3)  - We teach how to develop as a Christian, to mature.

· Christian Ethics

(John 13:34-35)  (Rom 12:1-2)  - We teach people how to behave as a Christian.

· Christian Doctrine

(2 Tim 3:16-17)  (2 Tim 2:15)  We teach people the essential truths of the Bible.

The Spiritual Gift of Teaching

Those with the spiritual gift of teaching…
1. Have an unusual interest in studying and preparing messages, and they do so enthusiastically.

2. While they’re discovering truth in the Bible, they’re thinking of ways to communicate it.

3. Live with the absolute conviction that God’s word can change a person’s life.

4. Receive consistent, wide-spread affirmation for their teaching (unsolicited, also).

5. Regularly receive the quiet assurance from the Holy Spirit that they’re doing the right thing, at the right time, for the right reasons.

(PFC Note:  We believe the gift of teaching can come to a person, even if it is not present with the believer now.  Where is your desire?  Ask God for help and be obedient and see what He is pleased to do in your life!)In the Bible, the word “preach or preaching” occurs 77 times in 74 verses.  The word “teach, teaching or taught” occurs 225 times in 212 verses.  
FIFTEEN QUICK REFERENCE STEPS TO PREPARING A SERMON OR TEACHING

#1   PRAY  1 Thessalonians 5:17 
#2   KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE  Galatians 2:2  

#3   PREACH AND TEACH ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF GOD OR CHRISTIAN LIVING  Galatians 5:1  

#4   PREACH AND TEACH A CHRIST-CENTERED MESSAGE  1 Corinthians 15:14 
#5   INCLUDE MAJOR DOCTRINE IN EVERY MESSAGE 1 Timothy 4:6  
#6   DETERMINE A TITLE FOR THE MESSAGE  Luke 3:3  

#7   KNOW YOUR TIME LIMIT  Acts 20:9  

#8   USE ONE PRINCIPAL TEXT WHEN TIME IS SHORT

Luke 4:17-20  
#9   USE PLENTY OF SCRIPTURES  Isaiah 55:11  
#10  INCLUDE PART OF YOUR PERSONAL TESTIMONY AND/OR CURRENT EVENTS   Ephesians 3:8  

#11   PREPARE NOTES  2 Peter 3:1 

#12  PRACTICE  Ro  mans 1:15  

#13  BE HUMAN1 Corinthians 2:4-5  

#14  THE ALTAR CALL  Romans 10:1  

#15  DON'T WORRY  Acts 28:31  

EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP

1. Scriptural basis for Discipleship – 2 Timothy 2:2

a. Fruit that lasts

2. What does Discipleship look like in a prison?

a. Program differences:

	Evangelism
	Vs.
	Discipleship

	Large group
	
	Small group(s)

	Preaching
	
	Teaching/ facilitating

	Addition
	
	Multiplication

	Soul winning 
	
	Disciple making


b. Application

i. Teaching from a specific lesson with a specific purpose

ii. One lesson builds on another

iii. Milk to Meat

c. Method 

i. Simple and structured

1. Read from Scripture reference

2. Go over discussion questions with inmates

3. Reinforce application points

4. Ask inmates to apply and report using “Life Lessons”.

d. Service

	Evangelism
	Vs.
	Discipleship

	Introduction/Worship
	
	Introduction/Worship

	Testimony
	
	Opening Prayer

	Bible Story
	
	Reading Scripture

	Sermon
	
	Discussion Questions

	Altar Call
	
	Application Points

	Healing Prayer
	
	Homework (Life Lessons)

	Gifts and Closing
	
	Closing Prayer 

	
	
	* May have Altar Call*


e. Numbers 

i. Evangelism -  One group -  many inmates

ii. Discipleship – one or more groups – small numbers of inmates.

1. Example, Jesus – 12 apostles

3. Modeling a Service

a. Welcome

b. Opening Prayer

c. Read Scripture from lesson 

d. Discussion Questions

e. Application Points

f. Life Lessons

g. Closing Prayer

h. *Altar Call*  

Ministers of Christ

2 Corinthians 11 
1- Ministers of Christ Say What Must Be Said

2- Ministers of Christ Know Sound Doctrine

3- Ministers of Christ Understand Leadership

4- Ministers of Christ Know The Enemy

5- Ministers of Christ Have an Eternal Focus

6- Ministers of Christ Do What Needs to be Done

7- Ministers of Christ Understand Peril

8- Ministers of Christ are Mature

9- Ministers of Christ Love Christ

10- Ministers of Christ Keep On Keeping On
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