[image: image1.wmf]

Beloved,
August/September, 2008

I hope this letter finds you and yours well and blessed in the Lord.  This coming October I have been given the privilege to take a verse out of the Bible and live it out  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:19).  When I began praying for the Lord to give me a heart for poor I could not have imagined the answer I would receive.  That I would be invited to join this team and go to the other side of the world participating in my first foreign mission trip to preach the gospel in Africa.
Our team’s mission is to provide humanitarian aid and minister the gospel to prisoners in some of the poorest countries on earth.  Given the remoteness and the difficult conditions very few can make the journey to demonstrate God’s mercy and serve these inmates.  The prisons in these countries are very primitive by Western standards where over crowding and lack of medical care are common. We will conduct ministry, including training our local volunteers and pastors, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and Rwanda.  
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I have been involved with prison ministries since the late 70’s but I have dramatically increased my participation in the last couple of years.  This year marks the first time that I have stepped out from being in a supporting role to being behind the pulpit to preach Word of God.  I have been humbled by being given such an honor to serve in this capacity.  The Lord has pushed me out of my comfort zone in many ways this year and I am being spiritually stretched in my walk. I am also candidating for the position of Elder with my church this year (Brier Community Church).  This year my walk seems more like a very fast run!
Our per-person expenses are estimated at $4,250 for this mission trip. I have never asked for financial support before – this is just one more way I am having my faith stretched this year.  I am seeking two kinds of support –  first your prayers for our team and our families that we are leaving behind to answer this call on our lives.  I covet your prayers and desire them most, so as we are preparing and especially when we are in the field please pray for us as we serve.  Second if you have the ability and are willing to support financially my efforts to serve the Kingdom in this matter I would be very grateful for your generosity.
Tax deductible donations should be made directly to Prisoners For Christ by using the enclosed envelope.  Donations can also be handled on line at https://www.servicenetwork.com/olg/pfc/Donate.asp.  There is a pull-down menu where “Dave Jordan Missions” can be selected. If the donations received on my behalf exceed the expenses for the trip the balance will be used for additional aid to those in need in Africa.  All that I am given will go this mission –  not one penny of it will be making the trip home with me.   

Although our team will minister to literally thousands of inmate’s ministry always seems to come down to a more personal level in my experience.  Many times the one-on-one time fellowshipping and praying for a prisoner after the services serves the greatest needs in the Kingdom.  As I prepare for this trip and all that lays ahead for the team and myself the following verse which I can not seem to escape from this year comes to mind yet again.  Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  (Isaiah 6:8)
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