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Why do prison ministry - 3 Reasons

Reason #1: Because it’s Biblical 

· Not all churches have prison ministry. Why not?

· When we ask ourselves why do prison ministry we are only interested in what God’s Word has to say.

· The Apostle Paul wrote about 2/3 his writings of the NT from prison.

· The scriptures are clear on why we do prison ministry

· Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?  The King will reply, I tell you the truth, 'whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine', you did for me.  Matthew 25:34-40 
· Kindness shown to the poor and incarcerated IS an act of worship. Ministering to the inmate is ministering to the poorest of the poor

· Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners.  Hebrews 13:3

· The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  Luke 4:18

· Some sat in darkness and the deepest gloom, prisoners suffering in iron chains, for they had rebelled against the words of God and despised the counsel of the Most High. So he subjected them to bitter labor; they stumbled, and there was no one to help. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the deepest gloom and broke away their chains. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men, for he breaks down gates of bronze and cuts through bars of iron.   Psalms 107:10-16

· I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.  I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. Isaiah 42:6-7

· There is no difference, for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23

· So if the son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:36

Why do prison ministry- 

Reason #2: Changed Lives

The Lord is a God of restoration, mercy and forgiveness. It is His desire that none perish but all come to the knowledge of His son Jesus Christ

1.   2 Chronicles 33

Vs. 1-2 Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king, and he reigned 55 years in Jerusalem. But he did evil in the sight of the Lord according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.

Vs. 9-11 So Manasseh seduced Judah and Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel. And the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen. Therefore the Lord brought them before the captains of the army of the king of Assyria who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon.

Vs. 12,13 Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, and humbled himself before the God of his fathers and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh new that the Lord was God.

2.   Prodigal Son – LK 11: 13-22

· His father welcomed him back from his season of irresponsible living.

Vs. 32 “ It is right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found

3.   Demon Possessed Man – Mk 5:1-20
4.    Jonah-Nineveh – 

Jonah. 3:10 then God say there works that they had turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.

Why do prison ministry-

Reason #3: Because it’s a Missions Field
1. Prison is unlike any other ministry.  It is truly a missions field right in your own neighborhood.

2. As we have traveled the World, we believe the prisons of the countries are the last frontier of missions.

3. The harvest fields are ripe unto harvest.

4. As pastors of your churches, you can be training your people to go to the missions field of the jails & prisons.  They don’t have to leave their country or region.

5. My job is to mobilize the local churches of foreign countries to send their people into the prisons.

6. Many people in churches around the world are asking themselves how they can serve.

· Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.
· Matthew 9:37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”
· Luke 10:2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
· John 4:35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.
· Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
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