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“My Brothers, the prison you are going to tomorrow had two men die of starvation yesterday.”

Hi Joe and Mary,
August 9, 2008
Those words above are what our interpreter told us about the Uvira prison that we were departing for on a blast-furnace day in 2006. It is a prison in Congo where we went to bring the Good News as well as humanitarian aid. 
[image: image1.wmf]
In many prisons in developing countries the governments cannot afford to feed their prisoners. The families are responsible to bring daily food. For some with no families and no assistance the stay can be only a matter of weeks. The authorities in this Congo prison thanked us when we showed up with rice, beans, sugar, and other foodstuffs. Our van was packed to capacity with American and native volunteers and many, many burlap sacks of food. 
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Jesus said Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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The prisons of Africa provide opportunity to meet all of these commands to minister to the least of the least. The Good Book has much to say about the practical as well as the spiritual needs of people. 

This year I am privileged to lead an eight-person missionary team to the prisons of Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire). We will cover 36,000 air miles and drive some 700 miles on the ground, staying in many different locations. With God’s help we’ll hold training conferences, strengthen the brethren in the local church, attend rallies, train the local volunteers, and hold numerous prison crusades. At every prison we visit we bring humanitarian aid as well as preaching and teaching the Word of Life, and sharing testimony of what Jesus Christ has done in our own lives.
It is my habit to take my list of donors and prayer warriors with me onto the field. I carry your name into every prison we attend. I take it out regularly and reflect on your kindness and in the evening I set it before me to call out your name before Heaven. When you are asleep someone is praying for you half a world away! 
This year’s campaign investment will be $4,250 per person. This is the highest cost campaign we have ever had. With much travel and multiple countries visited, at current fuel prices both air and ground transportation take a large part of our budget. Every missionary is planning on funding some of these costs themselves and all missionaries are responsible for their own support and expenses (typical of missionary agencies). If you desire to share in this work, tax-deductible donations should be made directly to Prisoners For Christ using the enclosed envelope and coupon. Donations can also be made on-line by following the instructions on the back of the enclosed mailing coupon. Let me know if you will be a prayer warrior for the team – we need that more than anything else!
Remember us as we travel Back to Africa October 2 – 17, 2008.  I thank God upon every remembrance of you! 
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