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“My Brothers, the prison you are going to tomorrow had two men die of starvation yesterday.”

Hi Ralph and Marsha,
August 17, 2008
Those words above are what our interpreter told us about the Uvira prison that we were departing for on a blast-furnace day in 2006. It is a prison in Congo where we went to bring the Good News as well as humanitarian aid. 
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In many prisons in developing countries the governments cannot afford to feed their prisoners. The families are responsible to bring daily food. For some with no families and no assistance the stay can be only a matter of weeks. The authorities in this Congo prison thanked us when we showed up with rice, beans, sugar, and other foodstuffs. Our van was packed to capacity with American and native volunteers and many, many burlap sacks of food. 
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Jesus said Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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The prisons of Africa provide opportunity to meet all of these commands to minister to the least of the least. The Good Book has much to say about the practical as well as the spiritual needs of people. 

This year I am privileged to lead an eight-person missionary team to the prisons of Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire). We will cover 36,000 air miles and drive some 700 miles on the ground, staying in many different locations. With God’s help we’ll hold training conferences, strengthen the brethren in the local church, attend rallies, train the local volunteers, and hold numerous prison crusades. At every prison we visit we bring humanitarian aid as well as preaching and teaching the Word of Life, and sharing testimony of what Jesus Christ has done in our own lives.
It is my habit to take my list of donors and prayer warriors with me onto the field. I carry your name into every prison we attend. I take it out regularly and reflect on your kindness and in the evening I set it before me to call out your name before Heaven. When you are asleep someone is praying for you half a world away! 
This year’s campaign investment will be $4,250 per person. This is the highest cost campaign we have ever had. With much travel and multiple countries visited, at current fuel prices both air and ground transportation take a large part of our budget. Every missionary is planning on funding some of these costs themselves and all missionaries are responsible for their own support and expenses (typical of missionary agencies). If you desire to share in this work, tax-deductible donations should be made directly to Prisoners For Christ, PO Box 1530, Woodinville, WA 98072. Donations can be made on-line at https://www.servicenetwork.com/olg/pfc/Donate.asp. At the pull-down menu select “Bob Jordan Missions.” Let me know if you will be a prayer warrior for the team – we need that more than anything else!

Remember us as we travel Back to Africa October 2 – 17, 2008.  I thank God upon every remembrance of you! 


Strengthening the Brethren

In early October 2008 eight short-term missionaries from Prisoners For Christ will depart for three African countries, Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. PFC has been there before; I have been there before and two of the missionaries this year were there with me in these countries two years ago. This year I am the designated leader of the team, and as such have been seeking The Lord as to a theme for our trip. I believe he gave me a theme, which is “Strengthening The Brethren.” Our trip will have a high emphasis on strengthening the faith of the souls we meet; pastors and their families; ministry volunteers, church congregations, and the prison community, including inmates and prison officials. 

For the Christian to complete their calling in Christ there is need for attending to both the spiritual and human aspects; spiritual as relating to the help and grace of God Almighty, and the human element as relating to exhortation, edification, comfort, and strengthening..

Paul wanted the believers to exhort each other daily, such as in Hebrews 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. Exhorting is akin to encouraging, which is generally a short term action and "picks us up" even when we are down or tempted. To complete the spiritual life journey we also need to be built up, or edified, in our hearts. Paul wrote this concerning the importance of edifying one another, Romans 14:17-19 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.  19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.  

Edification [def. - instruction or enlightenment, especially when it is morally or spiritually uplifting] is adding something to a person which will benefit them and help them in heeding those things that they know to do, and when they do them they are built up and are the stronger for it. After exhorting and edification there is the very real need for comfort. Concerning the Second Coming of Christ Paul wrote to the saints in 1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. Comfort takes more effort on our part than either exhorting or edifying. Comfort includes coming along side and helping the other person to regain a former state, either mentally, emotionally, spiritually, even physically. The fourth area, strengthening, requires the greatest time investment because it involves all of the above helps with the intention of equipping the person to not only make it through the day, but to have tools to excel, to go forward, to increase vision, to extend their influence for the kingdom of Heaven.  Let us consider an account from Paul's first missionary journey describing how he and his team strengthened the brethren.

Acts 14:21-28 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,  22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.  23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.  24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.  25 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia:  26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.  27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.  28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

Let us consider various aspects of this passage to see how we too can strengthen the brethren. At the end of each section is a parallel of the short-term Africa missions campaign coming later this Fall.
1 - Preaching and Teaching  21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch.

To strengthen the brethren we have to be able to handle the scriptures and to communicate them. The Bible teaches in Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  Along with preaching there is teaching. With three times as many references to teaching versus preaching in the New Testament, we can rightly conclude that preaching has its place but the ongoing teaching and learning of the Word of God and the ways of God is going to be necessary to strengthen the brethren. Because we came into this world as sinners we have attitudes, behaviors, and actions that are inconsistent with holy living - thus through the avenue of teaching our minds are renewed and we are made more useful to the work of the kingdom of Heaven. 

PFC Missions Trip: Our missionary team to Rwanda-Burundi-Congo will be preaching in the prisons and teaching seminars to the prison ministry volunteers. In both cases the brethren will be strengthened by the Word of Life from the scriptures. Our prison crusades affect hundreds of inmates and our local volunteers travel with us to witness the workings of such a campaign. They then continue the work after we have departed.

2 - Follow Up  22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

Confirming (strengthening) the souls of the disciples, souls that were already in the kingdom, but are being confirmed, reaffirmed, and strengthened. The soul is where the emotion, passion, and thinking faculties are contained. Strengthening the brethren includes many things, including follow-up, persistence with the saints, and bringing them maturity by, among other things, explaining the prize (goal) and not leaving out anything. In other words, telling the saints the whole truth. When we follow-up with the brethren, and repeat the goal, and teach the whole counsel of God, and tell the truth in love, then the believer has the best opportunity to complete the course. They know what to expect and can be strengthened and equipped for the task.

PFC Missions Trip: Prisoners For Christ has conducted much ministry over the years in Rwanda, Burundi, and the Congo. We are going back again to follow up with our current leaders and volunteers to strengthen them for the continued good work they are doing in the jails, prisons, and churches. We encourage and edify over the phone and email during the year, but being there in person is necessary to continue the good work that has been started. We strive for “fruit that remains” and strengthening the brethren by follow-up provides for just that.

3 - Establishing Leadership  23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

Good leaders are good feeders, and the apostles raised up leaders in the churches who could feed the flock. Leaders were identified by observation, confirmed through prayer and fasting, and committed to God Almighty, the author and finisher of their faith. Establishing leadership is no small matter - we are flawed human vessels working with other flawed human vessels. People make mistakes and say things that don't lead to edification. Yet we persist and work with growing leaders, for one day they will be the leaders; a strong leader, committed to Christ, rooted and grounded in the faith and sound doctrine, is the means whereby the next generation of leaders are established. Paul writes of this in 2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  
PFC Missions Trip: Our missions work includes ministry in homes and churches. We teach leadership and observe the brethren. Further, our local volunteers labor in the prisons and they identify inmate leaders. When our missionary team comes we bring Bibles and these Bibles are given out to pre-identified leaders in the prison church. The missionary team calls them forward, presents them with a Bible, and lays hands on them to bless them and to commit them to the Lord's work, such that they'll be able to teach the Words of Life to fellow inmates, who one day will be able to teach others also.

4 - Showing Up  24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.  25 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia: 

The ministry of Jesus and of the missionary apostles involved travel. They were equipped, they had a message, and they took that message where it needed to be taken. The great commission tells us in Matthew 28:19-20  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:   20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.  Showing up is a big deal beloved! There is nothing like being there when it comes to strengthening the brethren. They cannot always come to us, but if we can we go to them.

PFC Missions Trip: The Rwanda-Burundi-Congo trip will require some 700 ground miles to reach prisons across Rwanda and Burundi, and a few prisons in eastern Congo. We strengthen the brethren by showing up and being available for ministry. Border officials greet and bless us, prison officials greet us and bless us, and they are strengthened in their own faith. This couldn't happen if we didn't show up. We go to great expense and inconvenience and sacrifice just to show up, and we do it with great joy and expectation.

5 - Planning and Purpose   26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.  

The apostles had a plan. They charted a course in travel but also in purpose. They had a good testimony among the brethren in Antioch, and that opened doors in other cities and countries. They fulfilled their good work in Antioch. They didn't just take up space, go along for the ride, get a free trip abroad, but they did what they were intending to do, to teach and to preach, to establish churches and church leadership, and to strengthen the brethren. Any successful work, be it local or in a foreign land, requires planning, purpose, and lots of prayer. Hardships come (recall verse 22 - much tribulation), but by God’s grace those that strengthen the brethren endure hardship, expense, inconvenience, and sacrifice to do what the love of God compels them to do.

PFC Missions Trip: Our Africa team will be meeting together four times for a total of 15 direct contact hours. This does not include the travel time to get to these meetings and the phone time together and other communications as we set the agenda, plan, prepare, and make sure the purpose is well understood. This is not a "vacation with a purpose" but is rather "hard work with a purpose" just as it was for Paul and his team. The PFC office is arranging flights, hotels, ground transportation, and making arrangements with each and every prison we're going to, each church, and each conference. To strengthen the brethren takes planning and a purpose! Local pastors in Africa are working with us in the planning process. It is no easy thing to plan, and there’s often no recognition or reward for it, but it’s needful for a successful campaign today as it was for Paul and his team 2000 years ago.
6 - Reporting and Accountability  27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.  28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

When the apostles were back at a home base they gathered the church together and shared all that God had done in and through them. This has multiple benefits - faith is built in the hearer, vision is cast before the church, the speakers share testimony which edifies themselves and others. By what God has done in the hard places the church is comforted though hearing of God's provision and protection. The local church is strengthened by the ministry of the apostles and missionaries as they unfold the work of Christ in their midst and ministry. It is good to give a report of any missionary trip. Certainly in their church home many persons prayed for them, supported them financially, provided other helps and aids and thus deserved a report. The apostles rehearsed all that God had done with them.  They abode a long time with the disciples, that is, they were there to teach, to raise up leaders, to cast vision, and to prepare for the next missionary campaign, a campaign to share the good news, take new ground, and to continue strengthening the brethren.

PFC Missions Trip: The PFC International mission team is highly mindful of the value and need for reporting and accountability. Every missionary has their own donors, men and women who have given something up for the team to proceed. We have full fiscal accounting and full ministry results accounting. We document the number of Bibles purchased, the amount of humanitarian aid purchased, all food and lodging expenses, all transportation expenses, even the cost of getting through the border crossings faster! We all report to our donors the ministry results from our own perspective. As team leader I’ll have a spreadsheet of all monies to maintain accountability.  Each missionary desires to rehearse all that God had done with them as we remain accountable to the local church.

When we follow the pattern of ministry behavior we can accomplish a great deal for the kingdom of God. Strengthening the brethren, at home or abroad, is a necessary component to allowing each of us to finish the race successfully. When we don't exhort, edify, comfort, or strengthen one another the sin nature that lies in all of us can rise up and cause damage to us and the cause of Christ.  We bless the ministry of the Holy Ghost, our Comforter and Guider into all truth. God uses men and women to strengthen the brethren, and together, when we follow the pattern, we will stand before God Almighty one day and hear the words of Matthew 25:23 ... Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

Please remember the Rwanda-Burundi-Congo missionary team in prayer. Pray for us that we will accomplish the work set before us, and return safely to the USA to report to the churches all that God has done with us. Team names: Bob, Kevin, Dave, Eric, Don and Dee S., Don and Libby D. (Check out the team member biography page! http://www.bobjordan.net/Africa2008/2008missionaries.htm) God bless!!
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Following is a message I recently wrote. The Spirit of the Lord prompted it;


trust it is a blessing to you and gives you more of an idea of what we’re all about!








