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[image: image1.wmf]This December the Prisoners For Christ Outreach Ministries team leaves the United States on a short term missions trip to Central Africa. The mission is an extension of Christian compassion, combining encouragement, teaching and practical helps to both inmate and local ministry. The countries to attend are The Democratic Republic of The Congo, Burundi, and Rwanda, from December 1 -12, 2006.
  

After being a part of the Christian Community for 29 years, and being a missionary to the jails and prisons of Washington State for 28 years, I’m embarking on my first foreign field mission trip. I have been preparing for this trip for nearly three decades. 

 

My first prison experience was in the late 70s. At the time I and a number of athletes played sports year-round at the Washington State Reformatory in Monroe, WA. While there I felt a clear call to ministry in jails and prisons. That desire had only gotten stronger over the years. 
 

In Central Africa I’m scheduled to preach, with an interpreter, to perhaps 1,000 men in a single service, and there are a lot of services scheduled in Rwanda, Burundi, and The Congo. In all our team may well visit over a dozen prisons. 

 

The leadership at Prisoners For Christ asked me to attend this trip. To do this I enter into a new dimension in my Christian walk and that is ministry on foreign soil and also partnering with friends to raise support for this effort.

 

The expenses per person are best estimated at $3,200. This includes travel (planes, trains, buggy), meals (whatever they may be!), lodging, and permit fees. I will finance part of these expenses myself. My employer has opened a door for me by providing to me the time off. To complete the project, I look to friends who believe in this effort and chose to participate by prayer and/or giving. Never before have I asked anyone for financial support, but now I do, and I’m humbly asking you. Here’s what I’ll do in return:
· Provide to you a full written accounting of my trip upon my return.
· Pray for you every day, by name, while I’m preparing for this trip, and during this trip.

 

It is good to let you know that in addition to the spiritual aspect of this mission trip, that we also provide practical helps as well. We take in boxes of soap bars, blankets, and even soccer balls for the inmates’ recreation. All of this has been joyfully received on past mission trips.

 

Clothing and sanitation are far below American standards, and propriety prevents me from discussing the conditions that have been shared with me by team members who’ve been there before. This trip will be all work under difficult living conditions.

 

I leave at home a wife and eight children. I’m the only person going on the trip with children at home; all others are “empty nesters.” Yet if I wait until our kids are grown and out of the house, I’ll likely never go. And it is in my heart to go. Speaking of age... the average life expectancy of a man in Central Africa is 44 years. At 48, I already exceed the typical life expectancy of any man over there. 

 

I’ve been asked to go, and I have something to offer. With your kindness and support, I’ll go and do some good in a place where a lot of good is needed and appreciated. 

 

Tax-deductible donations should be made directly to Prisoners For Christ by using the enclosed envelope. Donations can also be handled on-line at www.pfcom.org. There is a pull-down menu where "Bob Jordan Rwanda" can be selected. I’ll be advised of donations and I’ll contact you to personally thank you and on the prayer list you will go!  Thanks!!
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