Four Prison Messages For Africa
Bob Jordan
PO Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

In December 2006 I and six other American Prisoners For Christ missionaries embarked for the prisons of Africa. We were there two weeks and ministered in eight prisons, training the in-country PFC volunteers on how to conduct church services in prisons. We had separate training sessions as well in churches and meeting halls to further train the local PFC volunteers in the “how’s and why’s” of prison ministry. During our prison tour, which took place in Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire) I was called upon to share, preach, testify, and even emcee one service. In four of the prisons I was asked to share a short sermon from the scriptures. The following four short sermons were what I believed the Lord Jesus led me to share, and what I did share. All of these messages took about seven to eight minutes to deliver and were preached largely without notes, but in the great outdoors and in the hot sun of Central Africa!
1.  The African Who Was Trying – This message came from Acts 8:29-37 and was shared in the Gisenyi Prison, Rwanda, before 418 inmates. This account from Acts chapter eight comes when the Church was in its infancy. An Ethiopian (of Africa) on assignment for his government was in Jerusalem and was reading from the scriptures. He was trying to learn about God. The evangelist Philip asked him (after being led of the Spirit of God to go to the man) if he understood what he was reading? Just before I came to preach at this prison two American brothers shared their testimony about events leading up to their conversion to Christ. Using their story, and relating it to the “African” of Acts chapter 8, I shared that when a man is seeking after God, and trying, that God will meet him. 

Acts 8:29-37   Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.  30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?  31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 34 And the [Ethiopian] answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?  35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the [Ethiopian] said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

Before four hundred men and women in prison on a hot day in Gisenyi Prison in Rwanda I emphasized that the African of the Bible story, like my brothers with me and myself included, all made a decision, the we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And when you seek after God, you will find Him. He loves you, and he died for you, and he is a good God. Believe on Jesus Christ, the Great God, and live for God and watch God do in you and through you what you never believed before possible. God will lead you, will guide you, will provide for you. Believe on Jesus!
2.  I Find No Fault In Him – This message comes from Luke 23:1-34 and was delivered in the Munzenze Prison, Democratic Republic of the Congo, before 399 inmates. This is the account of Jesus before Pilate and Herod. Jesus was being falsely accused by those who hated him, and he was standing absolutely alone. His friends, family, and those who followed him had all abandoned him. I asked the prisoners “Have you ever done something you regretted? Have you ever done something that you knew was wrong but that you did it anyway?” All of Jesus’ closest friends left him, one of his disciples betrayed him, and another denied knowing him. Why would they do that? Why would any of us do that? Because within our hearts is sin, and without the forgiveness of sin, and without the power of God in our lives, we can do things we normally wouldn’t do, lacking the power of God to do right when it counts.
Luke 23:1-34 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led [Jesus] unto Pilate.  2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.  3 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.  4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man.  5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place…14 …Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him…   20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.  21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.  22 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go…   33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.  34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

I shared on the cycle of sin, bound in the heart of any sinner. You sin against me, I sin against you; you fight me, I fight you. And on and on it goes. But Jesus, when he had been betrayed, denied, whipped, beaten, and crucified, even then when the people sinned against him, and taunted him, he still said Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And here the cycle of “you sin against me and I sin against you” ended – when the Great God Jesus Christ took sin upon himself and did not strike back, for truly there is no fault in Him. Give your life to Christ. Know his peace, his forgiveness, his power in your life to be able to forgive others, and know the power of God in your life to do the right thing, whatever it is, where ever it is required of you. God bless you.
3.  Don’t Be Offended – This message was taken from John 6 and was shared in the Butare Prison, Rwanda, before 1000 inmates. The chapter begins with Jesus feeding the multitude with the loaves and the fish. The chapter ends with many no longer following him because of a hard teaching, and one that offended many. 
John 6:1-69  After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.  2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased… 11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.  12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost…  59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.  60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?  61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?  62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?  63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.  65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.  66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Herein the Great God Jesus Christ is teaching on something that needs to be understood with spiritual understanding, and not simply natural understanding. When the people who had been following at a distance heard the teaching, they were offended and walked no more with him. What about us? What about when the Lord Jesus tells us to forgive someone else, will we be offended and walk no more with him? What about when he forgives someone else and we become offended, will we turn away? Where will we turn to? God has your best in mind, and you can receive him, you can accept him as the Son of God, and he will enable you to do his will, he will help you to do by The Spirit of God what you cannot do in the natural (e.g. forgive others). Don’t be offended, receive Christ and stay with Christ.
4.  The Suffering Messiah – This account is taken from Isaiah 53 and was preached in the Uvira Central Prison in the Democratic Republic of the Congo before 110 inmates. (This is one of three great “Calvary” chapters of the Old Testament, the other two being Genesis 22 and Psalms 22.) In Isaiah 53 we have the prophecy of the suffering Messiah. He is portrayed as a man despised, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. This is the lot of many prisoners, despised by their own families and communities – and Jesus the Christ identifies with them.
Isaiah 53:3-12  He [Messiah, Jesus the Christ] is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed…  8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth… 12 … he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

The Great God Jesus Christ, the kindest man who ever lived, God in the flesh, was despised and rejected. He too was taken from prison and… was cut off out of the land of the living. Yet he gave his life willingly, he poured out his soul unto death and was numbered with the transgressors. He died a criminal’s death, though he had done no sin. And he lives to day to make intercession for us, the transgressors. You can take your cares and your burdens to Christ Jesus, the Great God who understands rejection and grief, and be healed in body and soul because though he was dead, yet he rose again. He is worthy of our worship. Give your heart to Christ and know the peace of God.
Thus the four messages I shared with the men and women in the prisons of Africa. And over eight prison services our team of seven American missionaries and numerous African prison volunteers ministered to 6,982 inmates, preaching and teaching Jesus, and 1,978 men and women came forward to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; 554 came forward for prayer for physical needs. We also provided 795 lbs of foodstuffs and 1,025 bars of soap to the prisoners. The team appreciated the prayers of family, friends, supporters, and the prisoners of America who were seeking God for this missions campaign. Because of all of this we were able to share the Good News, how that the Great God Jesus Christ came not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. John 3:17. Truly the salvation of the Lord and His good hand is upon Africa!
PAGE  
2

